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PREFACE- 



pE R H A P S there is no nation on die varlti, 
that has in fo fiiort a period txpericntcd iucli variaus aiul in- 
terefling fcenes as the people of the United States. Compofcd 
asthcyareof individual adventurers from different nations* orthe 
l^efcei^ants of fuch, and bringing with them thevarious habits- 
and languages of th^ nations to which tljcy had refpectively 
belonged, braving the horrors of the wildernefs, and ^oipbating 
unaided with favage tribes, they aiTociated together in fimll*' 
ilependtnt republics, and always admitted the emigrants ffcm* 
other nations to a parciciputiju of tl\f ir privileges, and emi- 
grants of different nations and lan^iKij^c. attjiched thcmfeh'cs 
to the fociety and foil, and foon learned to embrace the country 
as if it had been their native land. The colonies adapted their 
laws to their own fituation and circuroftances, and.all of ihein 
" preferved a love of liberty and equality in their focial order* 
Though the feeds of jcaloufy were artfully fown among them 
by the po#cr on whom they were dependent, yet watchful 
againll iholc iiilKiiuuo aitj, tiicy m.itcd to vindicate their lights 
;T^'ainft the aggrc:riions of that very power, whofe authority 
they were aceullomed to acicnowlcdge, and by their exertion^ 
iinally triumphed over it, till they affumed a rank and iUdoit 
among^the independent nations of the earth. They not only 

farmed coiiftitutioiis and Uwh t^e internal police of theif 

* • 
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fefpefitive ftates, but for the government of the whoIe» in ^ 
national capacity, and ch.r.igcd and revifed not only their laws, 
but the fonns and powers oi tlicir gov ernmcnt, witlicut an z^- 
peal to arms, and without the elfc&s of thofe changes opera- 
ting any fen fible alteration in the circum Ranees of the people, 
nd tlmsexliibited a fpe^tacle^ new and intereftbg in the hifto- 
. of human events. 

The citizens, beinj» thus cpllc^^ed from various nations, 
or iyom fuch Jint rent paitsj of the lame ir.ituyii as had little 
corrcip.' -lui^nce with eachother, and their caarar^cr being influ- 
enced by a continual .fuccelTiOii of emigrants, they fcem to have 
formed a ch aravn;er peculiar to themfelves, and in fome rcfpc£ts 
I didmfi from that of other nations. Indeed though they emU 
grated from diflerent nations, they were generally ofth£ fame 
^rank in fociety. None of the privileged orders of Europe 
vitked the colonics, except as governors of provinces, when 
the government of a province became, by tlie induilry of the 
planttrsj an objecSl fufficient for the fupport of a lord, whofe 
anceilors had diifipated the family ^ate, or who enjoyed a 
noble title without a patrimony, I'rivileged orders never made 
' a paart of the mafs in the colonial fettlements, and t}ie fettler^ 
-detfve their dignity and importance, through the natural an<i 
honourable chaunclo oi prudence and indidlry. 

Perhaps no part of the American cliara6ler is more pro« 
»inenc than that of mildnefs of teniper j even their mobs and 
riotsare accbmpauted with lefs ferocity, and marked with fewer 
inftanees of'bloodihed, than thofe of any other nation. Even 
during that period at the cemmcnccment of the revolution, 
when the regular governments g.ive way to wl'.r.t in the lar;- 
guagccf law was called a government of mobs, or commit- 
tees adhng according to difcretion, and under peculiar circum- 
ftances of irritation, occalioned by the oppofition of the ad-^ 
herents to the old government, jct the public peace was pre- 
ferved and property fecurcd, and the feverities towards the op- 
poicrs of the revolution were more milJ than has been ex.hibii« 
led by any other nation in fiiriilar circumiliincc&. 
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DiXrmg t tedious war, in whicli the citizens gcncraUy wci!f 
it one time or. other perfonally engaged^ tliere was an una- 
voidable relaxation of morals» and of the execution of tho. 

laws, yet notwithftanding this circunfftance, the wcaknefs of 
the general gcvcinment, and the preiTure of un accuMUii«uiig 
debt, which neceffirily occafioned oppreliivc taxes on the * 
people* and difcontcnt among the creditors, I hy thcfe im- 
perious circumftances were fo well borne during the continu-^ 
ance of the confederaition* that there was no fymptom of an 
inrurre£(ion, except in one inftancc in the ftatc of Maflachu- 
fetts. Though this infiurcdion is acknowledged to have been 
excited by very opprdhvc taxes, and to have been lon^ pre- 
meditated and v/eli digested, and occafionedconiiderable alarm for 
« feme time, yet it was finally fettled almofl without bloodlhsd, 
or occafioning any lafting confulion. That under fo great a 
change as was made by the reviiion of the federal government^ < 
and the new extenfion of its fifcal powers to internal obje^s 
#f taxation, and the operation of theft; powers on lubjeclj, 
and in modes, aganiil which the people in mod of the iiates 
had the ilrongeit prepofieiiions, it being only known to tliem 
by the odium of its name^ and that odium having been ftrongly 
£in£tioned by the firft Congrefs^ and the law, from not having 
provided for extending the judicial authority of the federal go- 
vernnient, being iii calculated for tlie convenient piGieciion 
of the fifcal officers, or citizens aggrieved by their means, I f.iy 
that) under fuch circumilances, violent oppofition {houid hsvd 
been given but in one diftant furvey, aiibrds a further proof of the 
• mildnels of tlie American chara6ter» and of a prevailing loy« 
of order and refpe^ for the authority of the lawsi and if eren 
this inftancewas unpTcmcditated and dcfultory, and might 
have been l Uily prcventedhy a proper and fcafonable application 
of the meins provided by law, and if when all the circiim* 
fiances arc taken into viewy and {Proper allowances made for 
the indifcretions of thofe who took a teiQporary lead la the 
czceffesy and for the ufual appearances of human nature m a 
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ftate of ej^treme agitation} I fay, when all thcfc circumftandei 
' ^ are confidere I maturely, and proper allowances made, I appre* 
hsmd the infurrefkton in the weftern counties of Fennfyhra«« 
nia will not form a vcr} ilrong exception to die mildnefs at 
the American chara£tert 

Having been an early ^Cio: iii, and an attentive ob-*' 
fcrver of, the American revolution and its coiifequencesi 
and having been under early apprehenfions, that the introduc- 
tion of the excif.; fyitem without competent arrangements 
for the prompt execution of it would put the American cha- 
ta£lcr to a new teft, and thefe apprehenfions being excited bf 
the deep rooted prejudices which I knew to have always ex- 
iftcd again ft it in the weftern country, where providence 
.Jfiad ordered my lot, I v/as anxious to procure a repeal of the law, 
cr, that not appearing to be then attainable, to have it fo mo* 
ilifitil as to give the leail poiTible caufe of irritation. I was 
attentive, as far as I had an opportunity to imprcfs the people 
with whom I corrcfponded, with a fenfe of the danger of 
riots, and to advife thofe intrufted with th€ execution* of the 
laws to purfue fuch meafures as might feafonahly difcourage 
a difpoHtion to violent oppodtion; but my advice to this pur- 
pcfc not being taken, I fat down in folemn fdence, to wait the 
event. And inirt)rtunately> that event happened which my 
fears had in ibme mealure anticipated, and which I had for feme 
. time fufpe^^ed was defired by foms, who appear to have 
%been much better acquainted, than I was, with the diipofttion 
that led to the iufurrcdion, and were poflefled of the means 
of preventing it« I was more fortunate, however, in my pri« 
vate correfpondcnts % for, with one lonely exception, they were 
all unlformlv friends of order. 

Such aTi extraordinary event happening fo near to tlie place 
of my rcfidtncc, and among a people who then formed a 
part of my immeiiiate condituents, and fuddenly fpreading it» 
induence over a co^iiderable extent of country, and involving 
not only the a^rs,but thofe who endeavoured to quench the 
fpreading flame, and even fuch as ftudied to ad the part of 
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hetttnl obfenrerSj m anxiety and dreads and detemtntng tho4 
who adminiilered die government to have recourfe to the phyfu 

cal power oi the nation, fcemcd to mc a proper iubjccl. for 
hiftorical inveftlgalion. 

I conceived, that a record of the infurre^ion^ and of the 
Circumdances which led to it, and the events connected with 
ity might be of life, to teach the citizens in other places^ and 
perhaps in future tunesj the danger of (mall beginnings in 
nakiiig oppofition to eftat>K{hed 1aws» and of cbritiefliiig their 
xelpccl to the government, with the prejuJici^s they may en- 
tertain aganill puTlons in office, or even with their prepoflef- 
iions agaiiiit particular laws. It may alfo teach the lovers of 
order, the impropriety of afFe£lirig a neutrality of condud^^ xii 
the time of civil convuiiioxi. They litriil difcover, that if a 
^irit of diforder Is permitted to prevail, no chara£Eer or in* 
tereft in fociity will Be fecurcd from its eficrts. And that if 
government is reduced to the neceffity of extraouliuary cfFortSj 
even the innocent may not always be fecure from hardihips in 
the refult« 

A knowledge of thefe events ihay jie of ufe ^ven to thofd 
vriio are intruded with tlie adminiftrafion of the government^ 
if fuch a criiis (hould ever again happen, or rather fof tfad ' 

falutary purpofe of guarding againft fuch cmergsncies. 

If a record of cafcS in the practice of medicine is of ulc 
for the prevention or cure of dlfeafes in the animal fyftem^ 
certainly a knowledge of the difeafes which fometimes ihake 
the poUticai /nme may be of futuie «tvaiuage, for preventmg 
or corre&ing fnch etents. This is the more necellary in 
fuch a government as ours, the ftabllity and profperity of 
which depend lb much on tlic conhdence of the citizens at 
large. 

-' I had many xeafons for widiing this work to have been 
performed by fome other hand. To write impartially 6f tranf- 
anions, wherein fo many living charaif^ers are concerned, is 

not a very defirable work, and can fcurc^Iy fail of being ccn- 
fured by fome. However^ being confciou$ that I am not ia^ 



ilttenced by hopes or fear^y and lieing at a time, and in a fitii^ 
atipn of life^ thatleaTes me little to dread or hop^ from the 
frbwiis or fayours of partf, or of men in power, I liave. ftudi^rd 

Impartiality in the chara^^ers. I.hayc delineated, and the fad» 
V'hich I have ftated ; and I have fought after truth with the. 
utmoft folicitude. Indeed, I have declined Introducing fuch 
pcrfons by name, efpeciaily, where there was any thing dif- 
agreeable attached to their chara£ter, as were not already ren- 
dered^ Vei^prombent in tliefe tranikifibiohs* 

A hiftory of the wedern mfurre^lion is aho neceflary, to 
corre^ wrong information that is gone abroad Concerning it* 
Indeed, the citizens of the United States, having lio authen- 
tic channels, through which to derive information concerning 
it, can form their opinion only from defultory and unconnec- 
ted reports^ and if there are any, who through prejudice or 
any Other, motive, have ftudioufly mifreprefented tonic material 
circamdances refpe^ing it, or injured the chara^ers . of . any 
of the agents; engagcd onc way bir other in it» the neccflity 
that there (hould be fome refponfible ftandard fpr corre^ng 
fuch miftakcs, whetiicr t}iey are wilful or inadvertent, is the 
greater. 

i was foon convinced of the neccfTity of fuch a work, and . 
early turned my attention towards making preparations for it^ 
but delayed the execution in hopes, that fome other perfon , 
would, undertake it; but finding that ho perfon engagedin it, on 
« plan fufHciently extenfire,' I nffumed the taflc, but fuppref« 
fed a number of incidents^ whichi though they were interefting 
in themfelves, were not eflcntial to the underftanding of the 
gciivral fubje£it, the retaining of wliich would have fwelled 
the work too much. Many more of thei'e than I intended to in- 
fert are to l^e found related in a very entertaining manner^ in a 
work written by Mr. Brackenridge, which being, however* 
chiefly confined to what fell under his own obfeirationy is not 
fufficientiy '.extenfiye in its plsni to fuperfede the neceffity o£ ' 
this work. ' In foine few. inibuices, the h&B ar« diffsrentir ' 
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ftatcd* In fcTcral infta&ces> I have myiSslf liad occafioa 
correal: the information on which I Grft depended. 

No part of thefe tranfadions have been more mifreprefen- 

tcd, than the conferences of the commiflfioners from the fe- 
cond Pari^ilv)!! ferry meeting, with tlie Frelult nt of tlic United 
States, at Cariille, and this feems to have been done with a 
criminal defign. Aware, that feme mifreprefentations might be 
inade (though not of the eitent to which they have been car- 
f ied)» Mr* Redick and myfelf were attentive in keeping the dif- 
courfes in memory, and had frequently, both (eparately, and 
togcth 1 , repeated the fubftance of them, but pr/ticulaily, 
thofe Jcliv. ivd nt the meeting convened atPai kifon's ferry to 
receive the report of our miirion. I wrote out the fubftance of 
the difcourfcs delivered in tlie various conferences with the Pre-? 
fident>audfent themto Mr. Redickforhts corrc6l(ony before | 
inferted them in this work. Though the FrefideiitexpreiTed him* 

more largely dian is here inferted, yet we only iludied toprc- 
fcrvc the Icope and as nearly in his own hinguage as we could, 

Ilowcvcr ncccfTary it was for my own viinlication, to in- 
troduce my own name and chara^Vcr fo much in tiic latter parlj 
pf this work, I wouhl not have troubled the reader with it, 
if my condud, and the condu^b of fomc of my friendsj had 
|iot been * evidently mifreprefcnted^ \^ith a yievv ^a(^ 
pd^i^m on Republican principles, 
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CHAP. I. 



If the nttmerotis difficuhies cncoumcrcd 
and bardfliips fuHained, by the people inhabiting the 
wcftern counties of Pennfylvania, were to be minute- 
ly related, and their behaviour under them fairly- (ta* 
ted, their condud generally would be entitled to a 
much greater proportion of approbation than blame^ 
and their fuiierings would have a powerful claim on the 
f/mpathy of their fellow ckizens. But it is not my 
intention to give a liiliory of the peculiar circuniflan- 
ceSf with which the iirlt fettlement aud progrefs of 
that country was accompanied* . A very Superficial 

B 
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l8 HISTORY OF THE 

ftetch of it, however, will be ncccfl&ry to the right un- 
derdanding of the circutnftances which influenced thofe 

diforders, which in the year 1794 rofe to fuch a height 
as to be denominated Infurredion. 

As foon as General Boquet had eftabliflied peace 
with the Indians north-weft of the Ohio, in the year 
1766, a number of people commenced a iettlemept 
on the lands adjacent to Redfione creek, which etnp<^ 
ties into the Monongahela river, about forty miles a* 
bove its junflion with the Allegany at Pitifburgb. 

The boundary line not, being then run between 
Pennfylvania and Virginia, and the land not having 
been purchafed from the Indians, no legal title could 
be obtained for land, but it was well known that both 
provinces had always admitted the right of pre-emption 
to thofe who had fettled and improved on the land, 
previous u waiiants having iiTued for it to any oiiier 
perions. 

The proprietary of Pennfylvania having, in the 
year 1768, purchafed the country from the Indians 

as far weft as the Allegany and Ohio rivers, opened an 
office for the fak of thofe lands oa the ^ of April 1 769. 
When cbe office was opened he pamlaniition, 
and iuHruified his furveyors to refpecfl the lands of ac- 
tual lecilers who ha4 .imj>r(xv^ to (;hq value of five 
pounds mi not td fuf vey on wftmnt? loca- 
tions) of a date p0ftevior ijq^ the fetUeaoents, i^xc^pt t-o 
thofe w'kom the fettlemedts were made. 

FaYOw:ed by^his Jn4*^ig^"ce, which however was 
uAial m b9(b proyi^p'es, S&it o( ibofe who lived 
adjacent to fhe Monongahela, and had already oc- 
cuj9bie4 ^ ksds, appUied i;he. oSice foe locations or 
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warrants. They were not certain to which province 
the foil belonged, and probably had a fecret wi& that 
it fhoiM belong to Virginia ; becanfe ill that cafe it 
u orild coil them but about one fourteenth part of the 
pike for which land was £bld in Pennfyivania, and 
men ea£ly believe according to their wiihes* 

In or abom the year 1774, govcrnof tord Dun« 
more opened feveral offices for the fale of land with- 
in the bounds of what are now called the four weilern 
(Sountiei of ^ennfylvania. The warrants were grant- 
ed dn paying two {hillings and fix-pence fees : The 
purchafe money was trifling, being only ten fliillings 
pet hundted acres, and even that was not demanded. 
This was att-effef^oal ifidttceodent to apply to Dun- 
more^ agents in preference to the Pennfylvania land- 
oi&ce ; the land being the property of the king was at 
tJas difpofal of the governor, who alfo procured a 
court of Vif^inla to be exteiided to the Ohio^ and in 
a fhort time two county courts were held fouth of the 
Monongahela, and one north of it at Redftone old fort, 
all of theoa within the territory lince afcertained to 
bsknog to P^llnfjdvania* Lord Dunmore alfo com- 
menced an finprovoked war againft the Indians then 
at peace, and led out an expedition againft their towns, 
m deience of which st fevere battle was fought at the 
moath^cf the great KenhaMtra; in which, though the In- 
dians were defeated, the White people loft 4 number 
of men. . , . 

Ft&Ok^ t-he firft fettl^ncnt of this territory the inha- 
bitants had fufiered by occafional predatory excurfio^ 
of the IndialilS) \M diere bad been no gaieral war 
wkb them. It wa& well onderilood that the deiign of 
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the Britifli governor was to embroil the colonics with 

each other, and to prodiics a general Indian war, m* 
order to turn their attention fr6ni the rapid progrefs 
of Briti(b encroachments, or weaken their confidence 
in each other, and oblige them to exhauft their 
ftrength in an Indian war. Though he failed in the 
firll, he was too fuccefsful in the lad ; for his wanton 
attack on the Indians laid the fou ndation for that fayage 
enmity Ntrhich they difplayed in their ceafelefs depre«- 
dations committed on the weftetn frontiers during*thc 
whole courfe of the revolutionary war, and which 
probably is not yet extinguifhed. 

The governor of Pennfylvania having opened the 
land-office in April 1769, fevenil thoufands of loca* 
tions were applied for on the iirft day. The greateft 
number of thefe was taken for land laying north of the 
Monongahela-, in what yet continues to be Wefhnore- 
land county, to the greater part of which the claim of 
Virginia was never fuppofed to extend, and great 
numbers made adlual fettlements in that country, with* 
out any office rights. T his ' fettlement was very ra- 
pidly extended under Pennfylvania, as far north 
as Crooked creek, above forty miles north of the 
Monongaheia, and the Erit fettlers were generally 9 
more fober, orderly people,' than commonly happens 
in the fir ft fettlement of new countries. A great pro- 
portion of them were farmer's fons, or farmers them* 
felves, with riiing families, who emigrated from the 
old counties, and who were generally acquainted with 
each other. 

The legiflature eredled all the country weft of the 
Laurel-hill into ,a county by the name of Weftmore* 
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land) but did not fix a permanent ieat of juAice, 
on account* of the unfettied itate of the country. 
The courts were provilionally held at HannaVtown, 

about three miles north of Greenfburgb, the prefent 
county town. This county was ereded feme years 
previous to the exten&on of the Virginia courts into 
that country. 

Aiier the Virginia courts were erected a fininge 
l^ate of lociety was produced, in that part of Weft- 
moreland county which now forms the counties of 
Wafhington and Fayette, and that part of Allegany 
which lies ioath of the Monongahela. Juftices of the 
peace, who were then judges of tiie court in both 
fiates, held commiiQons under, and executed the laws 
of, their refpedive fbtes, in iuch a manner as that ma* 
giiliaies, militia officers, &c. exercifed their authori- 
ty, over the people in the fame lettiement, according 
as they made their eledion of fubmitting to the one 
or the other. Many fubmitted alternately to the one 
or the other, as it comported with their interefi: or tl.eir 
caprice, and it is reaionable to believe that by many 
neither was well fubmitted to. This relaxed Hate of 
fociety encouraged a greater number of ungovernable 
people to fettle among them than otheiwife would 
have done. 

When the boundary line was amicably fettled to- 
wards the end of the Britifli war, a number of thofe 

who had imbibed the grcateli preji^dicc agjiull the 
laws of Pennlyivania, together with thofe who were 
offended at the high price, which thofe who had al- 
ways adhered to Pennfylvania were obliged to pay for 
their land, projeded a plan for creeling a iie.v iuic. 
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9y the t<$rn» of fettling the botrndanry every perfon 
was to hold his land on the terms under which he had 
fir ft fettled. The new Hate fcheme being made trea* 
fmidt>le by a bw q£ Feonfylvania* was no ftuthet at-> 
tempted, but many of thofe who had iirong prejudi- 
Qes ^gaiaft the government of Pennfyivania, fold ihcir 
plantations, and gave place to others. 

Daring the whole time of the war with Britain, 
and for fome time after it ccafed, the country was cru- 
elly.wafied by perpetual iavagc depredaiions. i he fron*. 
liei? was eqoally expofed on all fidea^ zannd the whole 
extent of the country, except perhaps a few miles on 
the eaft, near Youghiogany river. The whole of what 
i$ n^w Weftmoreland and Allegany coumies« exc^ a 
very few townftiips, was either a^ually laid waite, or the 
inhabitants obliged to flieker themitlves in forts. The 
then county town of Weilmoreland was. attacked in 
the time of courts and though the records were pre;- 
faved, yet the town, with mod of the property it 
contained, was burnt; a number were ailo kiikd and 
taken ptifoners. The Indians were fo nnmerou^ a^ 
h> affovd juft ground to apprehend that they would 
dcftroy die oiher fialkiLUi, where people were coileded, 
and a detached party did kill feverai at the next fla- 
tion; however the firing, which was continued in 
platoons againft the fort all that day, was fo load as to 
be heard difiindllv at eight oi nine miles diHance. 
Tbis^wiih the alarm given by thofe who e£iaped fronv 
thit court, put the people in the inteiior part of the 
counuy au iheu guard. At this time it was ufuai 
with the Indiana to attack thofe fettlement^ in great 
force, accompanied by the militia oL Canada* 
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But though the northern frontier or this country 
was thus perpetually harraffcd, thofc in the 
fouihwardly fettlements were by no meatis cxerapteti 
from their fliare of the general djilrefF. Scarcely a 
neighbourhood in that whole extent of country, where 
iavage cruelty could not be diflitidly traced by the 
dcftnwSlioo of property and-lhe^dood of the inhalri- 
tants. The competition btivvcen ihe two rival go- 
vernments, by preventing their union and fyftem, 
greatly weakened their exertions in the common de- 
fencei and it was near the clofe of the war, before 
any accommcdaticn u ns likely 10 lAc place by ar- 
rangements being made £gi an amicable adjustment 
of the boundary line. 

Though this flate of fociet} was extremely dife^ 
gic'^able, and naiuialiy iir. ited to llic dijphy of an 
ungovernable difpofition, and in fad .. prevented pro- 
per meafures for promotiiig the educatkm of youdi, 
and while it continued difcouraged minifiers of the 
gofpel from fettling in the country, yet it muft be 
acknowledged, that notwithfianding the party animofi- 
ty^ the controverfy was conduded with a mildcar fpirit 
than has been ufbally difcovered in fimilar (ituations. 
Though there were iome iniiancci of oppofulon to 
the execution of the laws of the interfering flates, yet 
there were no outrageous riots, no lives loft, no de- 
firo^Uon of property. One perfon indeed toil his life 
at Pittfburgb in a party quarrel, but it wa^ a private 
quarrel, not a riot. On the whole^ crimes do not 
appearto bainre been more frequent thereihan in places 
\rfiere inch circumihinces did not exift. I went to 
le&de in the weilera country about the time this con* 



Digitized by Go6gle 



24 HISTORY OF THE 

• 

Lroverfy w;is near the conclufion, and obfervcd a 
gcod deal of heat and animoiity, but no violence, ncr 
traces of it. 

How different was this Iroin other conterts of the 
fame nature. The bloodflied and violence committed 
in the controverfy about the boundary line between 
Pennfylvanla and Mar viand, are Hill remembered by 
the name ot the Coiiejaghally war; fome of the he- 
roes, who gained their military fame by their exer- 
tions in that war» have not been many years dc- 
ceafed. 

The conteft between Pennfylvanla and the Con- 
nedicut claimants has occaiioned: bloodflied and nu- 
meious acls of outrageous violence, both before and 
iince the revolution. And notwithftanding the de- 
cree of a court' of Congrefs, determining the right 
of territory to be in Pennfylvanla, yet that flate has, 
fince the decree of fettlement, been obliged to fend 
diiJerent military expeditions into that country. Though 
confiderable feverity has marked the progrefs of fome 
of thefe expeditions, yet they have not proved ade- 
quate to the objecfl. Recourfe has been had to quiet- * 
ing laws ; but thefe, though made on the molt gene- 
rous principles, have been defeated by the claimants 
in whofe favour they were made, and the commiflion- 
ers of peace obliged to fave their lives by flight, or 
be taken prifoners. Even Mr. Pickeriqg, the then . 
prothonotary of Luzerne county, but now the fecre- 
tary of ftate, when deciding on a beneficent law, which 
he had done much to procure in their favour, was vi-.^ 
olently feized and detained many days a prifoner in 
the woods, from whence he with difficulty efcaped. 



Digitized by Google 



INSURRECTION* 85 

Nor has this controverfy yet fubfided. A Pennfyl* 
vanian dare not even now fettle on his own land. Out 

who lately attempted it was (hot in his lodging, 
and though, in the opinion of the court, the murder 
was fully proved, a verdicSl cotild not be obtained a- 
gainft the criminah A combination has long exifted, 
and ftiil does exifl, in that country, in declared op- 
pohtioo to the laws, and loo llrong for the ordinary 
powers of the civil magiftrate. 

How different this from the condud of the people 
in the weftern counties. There, there was no necef- 
fity to call to their aid the authority of CongrefSt 
no armies had to bcT marched againft them, nor any 
unconflitutioilal laws paffed impairing the rights of 
contra<5lia (heir favour. They lubmitted to the decihons 
of the <ir^o«ry couxts of the refpedive iiaCes, if not 
wholly witbooi; murmuring, yet^ wiUiout flagrant op* 
poiuioD or perfoui^ violence. 



C 
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I 

C H A P. II. 

Of the State Excife Law. 

Under the colonial governoient of 
Petinfylvania, in the year 1756, an excife had been^ 

levied on iiiipuiied Ipirits. The legiflatures of the 
colonies, having no power lo levy impolts at the ports, 
took that method of difcouraging the confumption 
of foreign fpirits and railing a revenue from it. The 
law was enadeft for a limited time, and the revenue 
ariiing from it appropriated to the redemption of 
certain bills of credit. In March lyySythe former excife 
law was revived, - and the tax was extended not only to 
• wine, rum, and brandy, but to fpirits didilled from 
the natural produds of the province, excepting what 
was for the private ufe of the owner. 

I never have underftood that the law as far as it 
refpeded domellic produce was executed. I knew 
nothing of it at the time, and though I was acquaint- 
ed with many diftillers, I never heard of an excife- 
man vifiting them. I have ui«de en^^uiry, fmcc that 



Digitized by Google 



I M S U R R £ C T 1 0 a? 

time, of many who were born and reiided in diflFerciU 
counties of the province, fome of whom had iliU^, 
and cannot difcover that they knew any thing about 
the execution of ihat part of ihe law. Probably all 
that was.diHiiled from domeilic produce was coniidered 
as for the ufe of > the own^f, 'and this was indeed, in 
a great meafure, the cafe, for the citizens* took their 
rye and malt to the fliil, nearly on the fame princi- 
ples as tliey took their griil to the mill, and paid for 
the diiliilation either in kind or an e<)uivalent in mo- 
ney. At thb time rum diftilled from molaffes became 
an article of great confumption ; it wus purchafed at 
from two {hillings to two and lixpence per gallou by . 
the barrel ; and as it cod the farmers nothing to bring > 
it borne in tbe waggons with which they bawled out 
their flour, they found it to be more profitable than 
their own whifkey. 

In the time of the revdutionary war, when nei- 
ther foreign rum nor molafles could be imported, the 
demand for domeflic dnuilecl ipiriti tor the army and 
for general confumption became exceeding great, and 
the inanufaduring of it became lb profitable, that not 
only the rye but a greaj: quantity of wheat w^s con- 
fumed by diftillation. In many parts of the coun-^ 
try you could Icaiceiy get out of fight of the Imuke of 
a ftill-houfe. The citizens became alarmed, left the 
army fhould fuffer for want .of bread . for the troops, 
and forage for the horfes. The clergy from the pul- 
pits, and in fome inftances by judicial warnings of 
prelbyteries, inveighed againil this alarming deilruc- 
tion of bread from the army and the poor, and ag^ainijt 
the fliU-houfes, as the general nurferies of intoxication 
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and licentioufnefs. There tvas no Javr then hi force 

to prevent diftillers from ieliing in fmall quantities, 
confequemly thofe who loved to get drunk at a faiall 
expence, reforted to the ftilJs. llie maaneiH of eur 
youth were much endangered by the number of the 
Hills, and by affociating .with, liich as ufually reforted 
to thefe Teceptkles of vice* The army iom iek th« 
effeds of this wafte of grain to an alarming de^ 
gree. 

In March 1779, the alTerably enaded a law to pre- . 
vent the difiiilation of all kinds of grain or meal, btii 
in 06lober following it was repealed fo far as to per- 
mit the diflillation of rye and barley. The vail num- 
ber of hands employed in the militia and (landing ar<« 
my had leffened the number of labouring hands ; tbt 
low price of grain at the beginning of the war had- 
difcouraged the farmers, and many through the Hate, 
who were di£iffe<3ed to the revolution, or principled 
a^nil war, had raifed lefs grain tlian ufoal, with a 
defign to prevent the army from being fupplieci^ 
Thefe circumftances, added to the coniumption by 
diftillation, gave fuch a ferious alarm as rendered it 
neceflary not only to difcourage the diftrlling of grain, 
but to lay an embargo on the exportation of grain and 
flour in the port of Philadelphia. Diilillatien, by 
the abufes stttending it, and escorbitant profits made by 
it, was become unpopular, and the necelTitv of a re- 
venue was become extremely urgent to preierve the 
exigence of the government itfelf. 

This was undbubtedly a fituatibn that jnHified on 
every principle the levying an excifc, and this con- 
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n&iotk was fo general simong the people, that a cc»iifi« 
derable fevdtnie was raifed from it during the Contittu- 
ance of the war. 

In the year 1780, Congrefs refolved tbaC an at* 
lowance fiiouM be made to the army for the depreda- 
tion of its pay, and required the ftatesrefpedively to 
liquidate and provide tor the difcharge ot it. The 
State of Pennfylvania iffiied certificates for the ti^i- 
dated depreciation, and made it optf omd for the hold- 
ers to receive paper bills emitted on the credit of the 
State to the difcharge of the one third of the amount! 
fhefe bills being then much depreciated, though after- 
wards redeemed at par, many of the certificate holders 
declined to accept of them. A large tra<5l of land Weft 
ofthe Allegacry-river, andfome confifcated property, 
were appropriated for the final difcharge of that debt; 
but the confifcated property was but of iaiall value, 
and the morLgaged property could not then be render- 
ed productive. Wh^n it was brought into the market 
feveral years after peace was rcftored, and fold by' 
auction, only a fmall portion of it could be fold at 
any price, and what did fell went at a very low rate. 
The rage for land fpeculation had not then com- 
menced. 

The legillature always treated the depreciation 
as flf favoured claim, and the fiinds appropriated 
for the difcharge of it not bfcing produdive, on 
the application of the officers of the Pennfylvania 
line a i^w was paOied, by which the revenue arifing 
from the excife was appropriated to the payment of 
the intereft and the fin^l difcharge of that debt, 
though every other lource of revenue was then 
brought into operation, even to an oppref&ve extent. 
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yet thf proceeds were appropriated to fatisfy tiic. 
requifuions of Congrefs, and to other in^ifpcnfiblc 
purpofes; confequently no proviiion was made for 
the debt due for milida fervices, fupplies, &c. till the 
year I785, when revenues were appropria]Lcd for pay- 
ing the interefl of both the debt of the SUte, and of 
. the United States, in the hands of citizens who were 
original holders. A fum was alfo given in aid of the ex- 
cife, to difcharge the arrears of intereft due on the 
deprec iation debt* 

If the cxcife tax could have been collefled, it would^ 
in a fhort time, not only have paid the intereft, but 
difcharged the principal of the depreciation debt. In 
1786, Mr, Robert Morris made a propofal to the com- 
mittee of ways and means to lake k on farm, and pay 
into Lhe llate treafury feventy thoufand pounds. per 
annum ; but farming of revenues having been prac- 
tifed qniy under defpotic governments, and perhaps 
only praaicable there, the propofal was rejeded, but 
no doubt was entertained but that a neat fum to that 
amount might have been produced by it, if it could - 
have been coUeded; but when it was beH colieded it 
produced only fifteen thoufand pounds, and that only 
for two or tliree years ; and this was chiefly raifed from 
imported fpirits and wines; but the neighbour- 
ing ftates not having excife laws, even the excife 
tax on foreign liquors was much evaded- 

For feme time after the fettlement of the weftern 
Counties commenced, diftillation was not introduced, 
but the fpirits. confumed there were brought, from the 
eall fide of the mountains, and during the war little 
progrefs could be made in promotmg the manufac- 
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turc of Spirits ; confequently little attention was paid 
to the collcL^ion of excife in that country, though I 
find that the prothonotary of Welhnoreiand coiieded 
Home in that County under his authoHty of coUeding 
the tax on tavern licences. It might have heen longer 
negleded, if the excife offices for thofe counties had 
not been uigemiy folic ited by one Graham, who for- 
merly kept the black-horfe tavern in Market*(lreet, 
and who obtained a commiflion for colleAing the excHe 
tax la all the weilern counties. A perfon of a more fair 
character and greater difcretion would have been ne- 
ceflary for the fuccefsful difcharge of that truil, but 
fuch did not apply. - ^ 

Before this time, it wasgenerally known that very 
little of the excife tax on domeftic diltilied fpirits was 
then coUeded in the old fettled counties; in moft of 
them none at all. -Mr. Bartholomew, the excife of-* 
ficer of Philadelphia, informed methat he had declined 
demanding it from the diilillers of grain or fruit. 
The members of alTembly from Chefler county, 
fome of whom were diflillers, faid that none was col- 
lected there. This was generally known to have been 
the cafe throughout the Hate at large, but more efpeci- 
ally in thofe counties bordering on other flates. 

None of the neighbouring dates having excife laws, 
rendered it the more impraif^icable and odious in Penn- 
fylvania. TheStateof JN cw Jeriey, prefled with the debts 
contra^ed in the courfe of the war, and having neither 
commercial revenue, nor any landsto difpofe of, confe- . 
quentlyhaving no refourcesfrom iinpoflsorjaud cihces, 
as the neighbouring Hates of New-York and i^ennlyl- 
vania had) attempted about this time to aid her revenu<^ 
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hy an «[dlc, but never could bring it into operation : 
It wa9 wholly defeated in the firft attempt by 9 power- 
£1^ cookbination of tbc citizens of that i^ate. 

Tbtfi ciicoioilaiices were well known in the we£- 
tern counties, and occafioned them to be mote reluc- 
tant in liae payment of that tax. Thofe who had beeijL 
prgi8idice4 3g^iafi tht laws of Pennfylvania* and 
iner experienced an excife tax, dKcovered a iertou$ re^ 
pugnance to the execution of it. However the diftil^ 
lers in Welioioreland pretty generally fettled with the 
coUedor of excife, and paid him confiderable fums of 
wmejf He often converfed with me on the fubjed« 
and acknowledged that be fiacceeded equal to his ex- 
peciations. 

The people however compbmed that the colledlar 
oAed CpQl^rary to law in feyerai indances, and he ac-« 
knowledged he did to Col. Cook the Judge of the court, 
and told him thai die magiftrates ought to proted hii^ 
in doing fo in Ibm^ inibnces, as it contributed to the 
public fervices. He was informed that if he 4idnot 
coniider himfelf to be bound by the laws in the difcharge 
of his diity, he muft not be furprifed if the people 
did not r^piila(e jtheir condud towards him i^ee^bly 
to the Um* 

However be met with no interruption, till fome 
time after at the court of Weftmoreland, when in the 
evening a man in difguife, fupported by ieveral others, 
called him to the door of his chamber, and* attempted 
to pull him out, telling him- that he was Belzebab, and 
would deliver him to a number of other devils who 
waited for him without. But the coUedor being ajrm'^ 
ed with pifipl8.fiQod.(m bis d^ence, and with tim ajlift* 
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ance of- feme in the rbote kept them out,* nor would 

he fuffer thole in the room to go out during the 
night. ' 

The coUeAor commenced a profecution ajpinft 
the peribn, who, he fuppofed^ perfonated Bd^ebub, 

and fome others, but fatisfa<5lory proof being given to 
the court, that the coUedor had miltaken the perfon, 
he was of courfe acquitted, and the coUedior's chjurac- 
ler was fe freely tieated hy fome of the gentlem^ of 
the bar, that he left the court as fbon as he perceiv- 
ed his miflake was difcovered. An isnputation of a 
miftake of that kind had been alleged againfl'him* for- 
merly. To do him juftice however, I fufpect that 
he rather miftook the time than the perfon. Greater 
miilakes of the £une nature have fince been made by 
others. 

Some time after this, however, he met with worfe 
treatment in Wafliington county. He was there at- 
ttcked by a mob, who, after ihaVing bim, cutting off 
his hair, and dreffing his liorfe*s mane and tail in fuch 
a manner as to disfigure him, brought him into Weft- 
moceland county and let him go. No doubt other at* 
tempts were made to intimidate and difcourage iilm, 
but I have neither heard from himfclf nor any other 
perfon, of any fubfequent outrages committed againfl 
him. I have never underftood how much money be 
received. I bdieve'to fome inftances he compound-^ 
cd for what he could get without trouble, and as there 
was ttO'check on him, he probably detained the iargeil 
flyneof die mon^ m own bands* When the ib% 
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preme judges csmc \o i^old a couit of Oy«jr,finid Xeir^ 
miner ia WaifaiDgton« be CQoiqieiiced a ptofcscotioti 
againft twelve perfons, who were conviAed and fine^i 
and compelled to pay high damages to the colle6\or, 
which lam informed k& xeceived, a;id then refigned 
bis CQaimidio9>' - ^ • 

Afterwa!Fd6, a man <^ the name ^ Craig accepteii 
cf the office of excife for the weflern counties. His 
fon, who acled as his deputy, | was acquainted wkh; 
iie bebaved himietf weU« and a|»p W^a to be fuccefs^ 
jful $ but bis fiither getting into fiMoe qnarreb^ near 
the place of Hs refidence, jCoqpjpUints went jigainft 
jhim, and he vm ifimm^ 

The re|iirefe9tativea ffrm tb^0 counties were mucb 
importuned to faave tbe law Tepealed, but this cewdd 
not be done until feme other fund could be procured 
IP appix>priate as. a fubliitute, and all the other funds 
were 9t tfaia time ominnthesEied* Tbey were w^ir 
fied faowevtet'to f^tbe authority of the date degraded 
by the non-cx€Cution of the excife law. To remedy 
Uu^ evil leveral unfiicceJafui ei:ideav9U](S were made tp 
revtfe die law, and to procure nefpp^^ep^r 
cei& 

John Baird, Rftj. then a member of the fupreme 
executive council of the ilate, ajEKi f^yieUj fi^j^^ 
to a re^edbdale peribii, weU j(|Mnp|i that; countrjrj 
and ctotncd hai conient^lervpv but when tbecom^ 
tniffion arrived he declined accepting it. Before the 
law warcepstted* another perfpn^ uKell qualified fos 
the appoiattment^ icoet>tedj>f jt^ Md bU 
for fpme time in Pittfbucgh, but foon refigned it. 
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There were no riots but thofe t have raefltkfted a*^ 
£ftul(t Graham r bat as aril thofe who held office 
lecet^ ^memottty^ forwfakh it wts Mlaivl^tbe^ 
never accounted, (probabiy they did tiot r€<rdba 
nK»re than was a competent compeniation)^ thof© that 
paid at firil, feeing otberidbape^ n^tb impiinity^ re- 
fufed to comply, lliey all knew, that in the old 
counties it was generally paid only ou foreign li- 
quors. 

Some may wiCh to know how the people in fo re- 
mote a country knew fo well what was done in the 

eaftern counties. It is ncceflary they fhould be 
informed, that a great proportion of the weliein far* 
mers ufually go over the mountains, every year after 
feeding time, to bring up their fait, when they ge- 
nerally vilk their friends, where they formerly reiid- 
ed, are informed of the news of the country. 
All the fait, and many other articles confumed in 
the \Yeftern couniies, are purchaled troiii the ftore- 
keepers on the eaft hde of the mountains, and parried 
to the weftern counties on horfe-back, in cags, or 
bags. In this wav they have to carry it from above one 
to two hundred miles. 

It was long expeded, that the thirteen i^ate& 
would agree to veft Congrefs with the power <Jf levy- 
ing an import on goods imported. Under this im- 
preflion the funding law of the ftate was enaded in 
1785. The depreciation debt had been funded be- 
fore, and one year's intereft had been paid on a peat 
part of the domeftic debt. This had been done with 
a view to equalize tbe^diOieffea of the citizens, and 
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give a check to the prevailing fpeculations on certifi- 
cates, and raife the price in the market of thole which 
had not been alienated, till Congrefi . could provide 
otherwife for thpm, which was then daily expeAed 
to be put in their power by the thirteenth ilate agree- 
ing to the hve per cent, in^poft. . 
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vVhen the federal government was 
organifed, and before provifion had been made fof 
tbe public debt, the afTembly of Pennfylvania repeal* 

ed the law for levying a dired tax, and left the excife 
unrepealed. This mealure was much influenced by 
one of the members of Congrefi, wbo refided in the 
city, and had newly returned, from congrefi at New^ 
York ; the fame who always introduced the meaiares, 
originated by the fecretary of the trealury, in the form 
of reiblves, in the Houfe of Reprefentatives ; bt|t it 
was oppofed by a numerous minority, of which the 
weftem members compofed a part. They wifhcd 
to c(mtinue the dired tax a year longer, that the earlieii 
opportunity might be taken of repealing the excife 
Im; So much embarrafled were the revenues of the. 
fVate by the premature repeal of the dii ed tax, that in 
the next felTion the legiflature had to borrow ^ty, 
thouiand pounds from the Bank of North America^ pn 
xnoitgaget andtonegociate' with the late proprietaries, 
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fo get them to receive certificates inflead of caCb, for a 
debt due them by the commonwealth. How far dif. 

appointing the public creditors of the flate, by pre- 
maturely embarraHiiig its revenues, and continuing 
the flate excife when the dired tax was repealed, was 
intended to promote the plan for afliiming the date 

debt, and levying a general excife, which tranfpired 
foon after, the reader who has been attentive to thofc 
meafures in theii^ progrefs will be able to judge for 
himfelf. ' ' /r 

It is well known, that the plan lepoited by the 
fecretary of the treafury to the lecond fcflion of the firfl: 
Congrefs was rejedled at that time, and agpin brought 
t6t^axiltbtaie^h&{etBonc^^ C^gFelK, and enaded 
iiitt a law, Congrefs then fitting in Philadelphia. ' 
Ifhe legi{!ature of the ftate being then aifo in fef- 
(he Ambers of the hoo^ iji reprefentatiires fie^' 
cim^* W|eedSldgfjr alarmed at the'intr^ud6on of an 
excife, and adopted rcfolutions expreflive of their fenfS' 
of the excife bill then before Congrefs. The refohrcs 
were defigned to have been fent to flic Senate of tfe 
United St^es, not as inffmaWns bfVhfch they were 
to bound, but as a declaration of the fenfe and wifh- 
es of the ftace of Pennfyivania xcfpediing an excife 
fyftem.' 

The fobttinceoiF theft? rtfoIatipns W*r Firf^, A 

disdMtfotl of a right in the Hare legiflature to give an^ 
dpftiidn on every thing of a public nature which has' 
a tendency to deflroy; the rigbtsr of^ the peoplef Se-'' 
cond, That the procfeefdings of CbiigrVffe, tferidmg try 
th^ eolfcflion of a revenue' by means of an excife;' 
ought to attraa the attention of the houft : Thwd;Thar 
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no public emergency then exiikd to winrant the a* 
doptioa f>f my fpecies of taitation, that would .yiplfit^ 
the righd which were the bafis of the govenimeot» and 
thereby exhibit the fingular fpec\acle, of a nation opi- 
po^g the opprefTion of others, to enllave itfelf* 

In the difcuSion of thefe itfolutioiift there Wffx^ 
none who argued in favour of the excife* The oljeo- 
tions were confined to the rieht of the houle to inter- 
fere in federal meaiures. I was a member at the time, 
and voted in favour of the refolutaom ; but had at firft 
ibme difficulty with refpeiEi to the right of interfeiv- 
ence. Since that time we find, however, that other 
ilate legiilatuies have frequently interfered* by giving 
their opinion oo impoitani fedenl neafurea, witboot 
being cenfured for it. The Yeas and Nays were t»* 
ken on the refolutions, and the reafons given at large 
on the journals. By the journals of that ieffion of the 
bcnA of repf efeotatives of the. Qeaeral iUfomfaly, it 
appears, that thei« were forty votes in favour of the xor 
iblutions, and iixtcen agaiiiil them. Some, at leafl, of 
the minority were as much oppofed to the exciie as 
thofe whd voted in the majority, but thought ibe 
terference improper* The name of John Nevil« now 
iofpedor of the weftern furvey, (lands with the majori- 
ly. Conhdering the difiiQuity of the queftion of in^^ 

fecferenceitbis was a very unanimous declaration of the 
reprefentatives of Pennfylvania, 4ind could not he 

jilcfibed to the inilueiice (jf a tadion. Tlie truth is, 
the refolutions were moved and lecunded, and zeal.- 
0oQy fupported by Col. Gurney and Mr, Richard 
Wells, of the city of Philadelphia, well known to be 

reipeclable citizens and zeaiuuo fcdeiaiiiis. They 
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were ilfo fupported by confuhations with other inhabi* 
lants of the city, at the Coffee-houfe, where the prin- 
ciples of excifes were difcufled freely, and at theie con- 
faltaitions, anclixi the debates in the Houfe of Repte* 
fentativest the tedimony given by the old Congreft 
againil exciies was much relied on. The weftern 
members did not afiifl at the confultatioiis at the 
Cotfee-houfe. 

A great propottidn of the people of Pennfylv^nia 
had expreiled llieir lenfe of the excife law, by the 
alarm they diicovered on receiving information of the 
fecretary's report in favotir of an excife fyftemy and 
the joy they expreffcd at hearing that it wasr^eAed. 
■This circumftancc gave the members of alTembly a good 
Opportunity lo know the fentimencs of the people on 
the fubjedv and this di^fition was not confined to 
'any particular place. Only one member from the 
city of Philadelphia, and two from the county, voted 
againii the refolucions, and but one member from the 
' weftem counties voted in their favour. 

The firft ill treatment given to an excifeman im* 
der the federal law was in Chefter county, but the ri- 
oters were con v idled, and puniihcd fevcrely by the 
«ilace courts. On that occafion, the foreman of the jdry 
told the Attorney«>generaU that he was as much, -or 
more, oppofed to the excife law, than the rioters, but 
would not fufFer violations of the laws to go unpuniCh- 
ed. • I expedl fenfible jurors every where would ad 
from the fame laudable principle; There were feveral 
other attacks made OH excife officers in other parts on 
the eail fide of the mountains, whiph it is not nec^f- 
ikry to be particular in iiating. 
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Tlie people in the weftern counties anticipated 
eir experiencing peculiar hardfhips from the excife. 
Without money, or the means of procuring it, and 
confuroing their whifkey only in their families or ufing 
it as an article of bai rei, which, though it in fome 
refpeds anfwercd the place of money, yet would not 
be received in pay for the excife tax, they thouglu it 
hard to pay as much tax on what fold with them but at 
from two fill I lings, to two fliil lings and fix pence, as 
they did where it brought double that price. Fhefe, 
and fuch like argumepts, were not new. ' 1 found 
them in ufe againft the Hate excife ^hen I went to refide 
in that country. They arofe from their fituation, and 
the fimpleft perfon feeling their force, knew how 
to ufe them. 

Some talktd of laying afide their fiill altoL^cilier, 
till they would have time to obferve the etiects of the 
law oii other places, and have time to reiied on the 
fubjed ; and this method was advifed, in preference to 
a more violent mode of oppofition, by fome who were 
apprehenlive of outrages being committed. But though ' 
feveral peaceable men laid afide their ftillsorfold them, 
yet there never was any aflbciation or refolutions among 
the inhabitants to that purpofe. The contrary has 
been afferted by pretty high authority. 
. In the month of June 1 79 1 , the firft year on which 
the Rills were to have been entered there were no of- 
fices of infpection opened in the wellern counties : 
And though the people were in great confternation^ 
no pirblkr or general confultation was held on the fub- 
jed, till clie latter end oi July lollovving, wneii a meet- 
ing was adverlifed to be held at Red-ltone old fort.. 

E 
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IndivHuals attended from difTerent placeftit but not by 
delegation, and, being in harveft, few attended from 

a diflance. "i keie were iour or five iVom Weftmore- 
lapd, tew from Allegany, or tiie diflant parts of Wafti- 
jngton or Fayette* The hardihips, naturally refult- 
ing from the execution of the excife law to that counts 
try, were explained, but at the fame time the conftitu- 
tional authority of CoDgrefs to cnad it was afferted* 
It was refolved to petition Congrefsfor relief^ and no 
petition being prepared, a committee was appointed to 
meet at Pittfburgh to draught one. The commioee 
was alfo authorifed to correipond with the citizeos in 
other places, who might be difpofed to petition Con^ 
grefs on the fubjeifl, and ii was recoromended to the 
dift'erent counties to appoint committees to fuperin- 
tend the figning the petitions and fiotwazding them to 
Congrcfe. 

' How this meeting could have been ranked by the 
fec^etary of the treafury, in his report to the tct&r 
dent, preparatory to calling out tht milick, amocig 
the caufes of the infurredion, and given as one of the 
iniiances of unlawful combination, I know not. bur&- 
ly. fuch a meeting may be held» and fuch refold paf* 
fed, in Great Britain, even after the fediticm bilb^ 
which have Lhrown that nation into fuch a flame, arc 
enaded into laws. I never knew that a meeting to pe- 
tition government refpedtfully, was adeemed criminal 
in any country that had the Icaft pretenfions to free- 
dom. 

The truth is, as far as I was acquainted with the 
defign «)f that meeting, it was intended to promote 

iubmiffiou, and not oppoiition, to the law. There was 
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no othet alternative ; for to have argued that the law 
was jiift and ftlutary, would have had no effe<5l ; nor 

did I know of any per Ton then in the country that ap- 
proved of, or advocated it as a good law. Some, who 
wrote in favour of fubmii&on to the excife law, in 
the PktCburgh GaiMtei ^ere )yrefent at the Red-ftone 
tnceting. 

Several of thofe who kept the largeil diftillenes, 
thu I was acquainted with in thefe counties^ deiign- 
<9d at that tiiM to enter their fliil8« if there ws« an op^ 
portufiity. Some 0f ihcfe however afterwards chang- 
ed their mind. Many of the uninfortned people, 
being told by the warm advocates of the federal go- 
vernmentf tbat after it was ratified w« would have no 
more esBCtfes^ cooiidered the e^tcife law therefore ::s 
unconftftutional. At the Red-ftone meeting this mif- 
take was openly combated. It is not ealy lo convince 
people that a law, in their opinion unjuft wad oppref- 
iive in its operation, is at the fiiilie time conftitu- 
tional. 

In Augult a committee met at Wafhington, agree- 
ably to the recommendation of the Red-fiobe meet- 
ing, and in September a committee, eompofed of per- 
fons from rhe weflein counties, met at Pittfburgh. 
I prefume none of them were delegated, except per- 
haps from Walhington county,, for only in it had 
there beefi a county committee. From Weftmore- 
land there was but^ one perfon, and he was not d^I^V 
gated. • - ^ 

A petition was propofed. by the generd commit* 
tee af Pittfburgh to be figned by the people, and fe*' 
veral reiolve^ were publiili^d. in the gazettee, Home 
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of which were intemperately expreifed, and tefpedled 
fubjeAs but little cotinedled with the excife law, 
fuch as the falaries of office, the funding fyllem, &c. 

About eleven monlh^ after, in Auguft I792, a 
number of perfons, from Waihington, Fayetre, and 
Allegany counties, forreed the fecond and laft com- 
mittee of that kind that was held at Pittfburgh. They 
prepared and pubiiihed another petition to Congrefs, 
praying for the repeal of the excife lawi to be figned 
by the people. The committee alfo pxibUfhed its fcn- 
timents cm the principles of taxation,. and the fup- 
pofed impropriety and injuftice of an excife fydem. 
Though it did not cenfure any other meafures of go- 
vernment, it refolvcd to take all legal methods of ob- 
flru(5ling the operation of the excife law, and to have 
no fellowihip with fuch as accepted offices under it, 
and to withdraw from them every afliftance, to with- 
hold the comforts of life, Sec. Thev alfo recommen- 
ded to the people to follow their example. A limilar 
refolution had been publiibed by the committee of 
Wafhington, about a year before. 

I never knew that this example was followed by 
the people in any inflance, or that the refolution was 
obeyed by even all the members of the committee. 

On the ground of difcretion thefe refolutions were 
cenfurable, and were in fad difapproved by many 
through the Qate, who alfo heartily difliked the excife 
iawj That they were not, however, contrary to law, is 
acknowledged by the fecretary himfelf, who informs us 
of his procuring tel^imouy, in order to profecute the 
perfonswho compofed the committee; but he adds, that 
the attorney general did not think it adionable. There 



Digitized by Google 



Mm 

m 

INSURRECTION. 45 

is no doubt but it is morally vvrone in many cafes to 
refufe our charity or ailiUance to any of our fellow 
men, when their neceflities require it ; but thefe du- 
ties being of imperfe^fl obligation, we are only tefpon- 
fible to uui own confcience and tbe opinion of the 
world for tbe proper difeharge of them. There are 
no doubt perfons in fociety whofe manners are fo dif- * 
agreeable, or their character f& objeflionable, as to 
juftifvusin refolving to have no fellovvfliip wIlIi them; 
and where the excife law is almoit univerialiy believed 
to be unjuil and oppreffive, men of this defcription 
will be found'pretty readily among the excife officers. 
Indeed this obfervation need not be reilrided to pla- 
ces io htuated} it cof^refponds with the ientiments of 
people generally, where excifes have been long eOa- 
bliflied, and is the language of their laws. 

Thefe refolutions, however, were cenfiirable cn 
tbe ground of policy. Tiiey dilgulled thofe members 
of CoDgrei$,-that would otherwife have beendifpofed to 
have eafed, if not to have fully relieved, them from their 
gounds of complaint, and ollendecl il ,c clazeus at large, 
who bad lympatbized with ihem ; in Ihort, they un- 
doubtedly occafioned lefs refped to be paid to their pe- 
tions. 

A defultory meeting wr.s held, in confequence of an 
advertifement, in Allegany county ; it lormed rules of 
alfociation,and publiihed fome intemperate .refolutions, 
but never had afecond meeting. Col.Morton, the chair- 
man, near whofe rciidLiKC the meeting was held, beha- 
ved always in an orderly manner, and difcovered great 
firmnels and difcretion through the whole of the infur- 
redion. A meeting was advertifed to have been held 
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at Greenfburgb, in the fame winter, James Gnthry, 
chairman ; but the fuppofed chairman contradided 
the ad^enifetnent in the next week's pzette, denying 
that there was any fuch meeting, or that he was chtir- 
man, and we heard no more of it. It may be re- 
marked, that Guthry has uniformly fvpported the 
charaAer of a good citizen. In fliort, there was a dif- 
pofition prevailing with a few people to have the coun- 
try organized into committees, but not exclufively to 
popoie the excife. The wages ot the aiiembly-men had 
been laifed the year before, and people living at fuch 
a diftance from market^ having the ne<^efllarie6 of life 
cheap, and not being fenfible of the increafed expence 
of living in Philadelphia, were offended. 1* rom this 
circumftance a greater number than ufual wiflied to 
bring themfelves forward as candidates, not to lower, 
but to receive, the high wages ; to take a lead in com- 
mittees iieemed a probable means of fucceis. This cir- 
cumfiance was fufpedled to have promoted the pro- 
grefi of the difturbances in fome phees, but the eon- 
du<5l of thefe charaders came into difrepute foon 
nough to prevent their fucceis. 
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I CANNOT difcover that the meetings 
I have mentioned had any influence in promoting 
the iftfurredion, or connedUon with it. They were 
not finAioned by the people, nor was there even the 
appearance oF the people affembliag to ele<5t the per* 
Ions of which they were compofed. 

Though I have iaid, that the refolves pubiiflied by 
thefe meetingswere intemperate and impolitic, yet they 
are not without the patronage of refpedlable precedents, 
or rather examples, given by refpedable and influen- 
tial charaders, even in our own country. 

In the year 1777, the clarked period of the late 
war, when the ikte of Pennfyivania was daily in dan- 
ger of invafion, and the government newly put into 
operation, a number of the mof^ wealthy md refpec* 
table cliaraders in the flate, chiefly in the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, entered into refolutions, with the declared 
intention of oppofing, not a law, but the government 
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itfelf. They refufed to hold offices under it, and, if 
I remember well, to aflbciate with thofe who did. I 
do not bring in this example as a juftification of the 
c6iidudl of the other ; ic had a very bad efied in weak- 
ening the operations of the government at a time to 
the Jali degree critical. Yet, if I am not miftaken, a 
relpeCtable judge of the fupreme court of the United 
States, and ^e late fupervifor of the difirii5t of Penn* 
fylvania, were among the leading members of that af* 
fociation. This inftance ought to be improved as a 
warning, and not as a precedent. In Britain we ob* 
ferve the people, through the whole nation, conven* 
ing either in aflTociations or occaiional meetings, in 
vaft multitudes, to cenfure the condud of adminiftra- 
tion, and petition againfl the iedition bills ; and we 
fee thefe aflemblies publicly patronifed by the fiift no-- 
bility and mod influential commoners of the nation. 
So far is this from being cenkued by the miniilry, 
that they are equally indullrious in procuring popular 
meetings to approve of their meafures. This is no 
new thing in that nation. The fenfe of the nation, 
given in that manner, has often not only prevented 
bills being enaded, but^has frequently procured the 
repeal of obnoxious laws. To prove this, many^ o- 
ther infiances might be mentioned. 

It is true, it may be plead that popular meetings 
are often conduded with indifcretion, and have a ten- 
dency to promote, licentioufnefs. This is admitted ; 
but it doj^s not therefore follow, thatfuch meetings 
(liould be prohibited by law or denounced by govern- 
ment. Doing fo, would be reducing the people to 
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mere machines, and fubverting the very exiflence of 
liberty. It is the duly of the legiflature not only to 
accommodate the laws to tlie peoples intereils, but 
even, as far as poffible, to their preconceptions; for 
as a republican government refts on the people's con- 
tklLiico, whatever weakens that confidence faps the 
foundations of the government as eft'ectually as trea- 
fon and rebellion, though not fo rapidly. There are 
few indances of treafon and rebellion which may not 
be traced to indifcreet laws as their fource. It is gene- 
rally one indifcretion exciting another. 

It will not do to fay, that to hold meetings to re- 
moiiiliaLe againil the palling of a law is admiiiible, but 
that to remonArate againfl an exiiting law .is impro- 
per. Such dodtrine in this extenfive country is ab- 
furd, for it muft always happen, that a great proportion 
ot the people, who are to be governed by the laws, 
know nothing about them till they are enaded or in 
operation, confequently cannot petition againil their 
palfage. 

It is equally abfurd to alTert, that becaufe our laws 
are enai5)ed by our own reprefentatives, therefore we 
ought to fubmit to them without remonflrance, till our 
reprefentatives, who know our circumftances, and par- 
take of our intereits, thinkproper to repeal them. This 
doiSlrine is fup ported by a prefumption, that a govern- 
ment of reprefentatives can never raiftake the true in- 
tereifs of their conllitueius, nor be corrupted or fall 
into partial combinations, whereas the contrary is 
prefumable from the nature of man, and v^ified by 
iramcmorial experience. 

F 
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If the people have a right to petition tor the repeal 
of a law, or femonftmte againft its injuiHce or inex-- 
pediency, furely they have a right to meet, publifli 
their fentiments, and conclpond through the whole 
extent ol the country atfecled by the laws, without 
the imputation of combining againft the government. 
Their chambers indeed are refponfible to public opi- 
nion for the indifcreet ufe of that right, and their 
perfons and property to the laws for the infraiflions 
committed on them. 

Experience will not juftify the claim of implicit 
obedknce to the laws even of a reprefent alive legifla- 
ture. Even in fuch there may be combinations fa 
flrong as to fubvert the conftitution itfelf ; and as the 
difpolal of the public property and the adminiftration 
of the national force is neceffarily vefted in the govern- 
ment, temptations, too ftrong for ^he ordinary portion 
of virtue enjoyed by mankind, may prefent them* 
lelves too iuccefsfully to the avarice or ambition of 
thofe vefted with the power of difpeniing the public 
will. Inilances of this are to be found in the hiftory 
of' all nations, and proofs of it are not wanting even 
among ourfelves, though as a nation we are yet in our 
infancy. 

In Georgia, we fee the legiflature the fellers, and 
the members of the legiilature and officers the 

ftate, together with influential ofBcers of the general 
government, the purchafers of land, to an amount un- 
known in the hi^ory of contrads. tn confequence 
of this enormous fpeeulation we fee the people agf ta-^ 

ted to a degree of madnefs, and the fucceeding legif- 
lature not only repealing the law, but erazing the 
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memorials of it from their journals. How much bet- 
ter would it have been, how much more honourable 
to the ftate, to have liAened to the remondrances of 
the people in time. 1 he government of Georgia is 
a fair and full reprefentation of the people, and yet 
here we find a powerful lelfon againil the claim of im- 
plicit confidence in the wifdom of reprefentative Ic- 

giilaiures. 

But we need not look to the ft ate of Georgia alone 
for inftances. The condud there differs only in de« 

■ 

gree from what had previoufly taken place in other 

ilalcs. On exaniiiiatioii ii will be found, that gene- 
rally where any of our goveinmenis had a fubjed of 
ijpeculation at their difpofal, much of it has found it» 
way into the hands of fuch as had the difpoial of it, 

or their iavoui kes. The iand-ciiices of differeni llates, 
even Pennfylvania itieif, may be cited in proof of this 
dodrine* 

Where a large territory is fubjedl to a reprefenta* 

tive legiflature, it is fometimes very difficult to ac-* 
commodate general laws to the various interciis and 
prepodeifions of the difierent parts. In this cafe, it 
becomes the legifiature to prefer what is moft evident- 
ly juft and pracfiicable to that which refined politicians 
may judge expedient. The greatell danger to repub- 
lican governments arife from combinations and politic 
cal finelfe. If the people have not fo much good 
fenfc as to fubmit to exactions, or fupport meafures 
that are reaionabiy Juit and neceflary, they are not fit 
for a republican government. It is of importance that 
the neceffity of meafures which prefe hard on the 
people ihould be evident; and generally matters of 
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urgent neceffity are eafily explained to tlit comprehen- 
fions of the people. When this is done they are ge- 
nerally found willing to fubmit to any burden. 

I'his obfervation was verified in the courfe of the 
late war. When the Con'^iefs-monev ceafed to be a 
ufeful circulating medium, the people in thofe flates, 
whofe legiilatures made exertions, fubmitted to pay an 
amount of taxes that will fcairccly be credited in future 
time; and they did this without giving the governments 
any duHcultv, until they became apprehcnlive that ihc 
fruits of their earnings went chiefly into the hands of 
fpeculators. Yet in one ftatc only did this promote 
an infurre6>jon. It is acknowledged that the oppief- 
fion in Madachufetts was exorbitant before it produ- 
ced oppofition, and that the infurredlion in that ftate 
was preceded by a long courfe of complaints and evi- 
dent difcontents. The legiflature removed the caufes 
of coiiiplaint after the oppofition was fubdued, and the 
inlurgents were treated with lenity. The condu(5l of 
that flate on this trying occafton refleds honour on re- 
publican governme: t ; ftill more happy, however, 
would it have beei», if, by giving more early relief, 
tiie infurre<flion had been prevented. The citizens 
will bear amazing burdens in times of public emer- 
gency, or for the immediate difcharge of debts con- 
traded from evident neceflTity; b"t when once the im- 
prefTion of neceflity is removed from their minds, and 
efpecially when the claims have become the objedts of 
fpeculation, the people generally have not difcernmcnt 
enough to approve even of neceflary arrangements 
for the fupport of public credit. Thougli they have 
pretty accurate ideas of juHice or equity in the ab(lra<5t« 
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yet they cannot trace it through the refinfed mazes of 

a policy neceflary for funding fyftems. Indeed, to 
carry tliefe fydems to any great extent, the govern- 
ment fhouid poffefs not only all the internal refources 
of revenue without competition, but aifo all other in- 
ternal governmental powers and patronage to the ut- 
jnoft extent. 

It is a dodrine now avowed in the Britiih parlia- 
ment, that when laws are enaded dangerous to the 
liberty and intereiis of the people, fubmiflion to them 
is not a queflion of morality but of prudence. Per-^ 
haps government (hould always a<5l under impreffions 
of tlie truth of this pofition, but the citizens Ihould 
exauiiue it with the utmoit caution before they reduce 
it to pradice. . . 

We are certainly under a moral obligation to pre- 
^ ferve our own life and the life of our neighbours. 
Every inliance of adluai oppoiition to government, o- 
biiges it to have recourfe to force and coercion for its 
own prefervation, for the authority of government can- 
not be diftinguilhed from the government itfelf. 
Though forcible oppoiition has oft^n been ^ made to 
particular laws, without the remotefl intention in thofe 
who oppoled the law to overturn the governuient, ycl 
it is not to be fuppofed, that thoie .who adminider 
the govermirent will be moved to change their niea- 
fures by a defiance of their power to fupport tliem. 
Nor indeed can this be done in a republican govern- 
ment, without lucli an imputation of weaknefs as will 
invite to forcible oppoiition from every difcontented 
party. Therefore citizens who conceive themfelves 
oppreffed by partial laws, iiiould coniider, that a de- 
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fiance of the power of gpyernment; by forcible op- 
polirion to the authority of the laws, eventually leads to 

hoftility and bloodftied, and that there is no telling 
the end of thofe xneafures from their beginning. 
Every thing that has a tendency to agitate the public 
mind to an unufual degree, ought to be avoided, be- 
caufc when the mind is highly agitated with refpe<5l 
to public meaiures it is too much didurbed to judge 
deliberately, and is predifpofed to ad without difcre- 
tion. The public mind may be agitated by thofe who 
cannot dired or controiii its exertions. We are un- 
der a moral obligation to refped government, not on- 
ly as a divine ordinance, but alfo as a motal compai%« 
binding the people to one another for its fupport. 

It is certain, however, that the government and 
laws of fome countries are not worth preferving, and 
even where a government is good in itfelf it may be 
perverted in the adminiftration. As it is for the pro- 
moting of mutual happinefs and fecurity only that 
government is valuable, therefore the power of alter<» 
ing or amending governments is exprefsly declaxed to 
be in the people, who are the judges of their own 
happinefs, by fome conftitutions. It is, however, ra- 
dically in them, whether expreffed in a written in^ 
ilrument or not. 

When the change of a government, a revolt froai 
it, or a temporary oppoiition to its laws, iuch as the 
oppotition of the colonies to the (lamp and tea aifis was, 
is believed to be morally right, it is yet a matter of 
the greateft delicacy, to calculate with accuracy with 
rcfped to the prudence or policy of commencing the 
oppofition contemplated. When the mind is highly 
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agitated^ it is very unfit to examine the refources tofup- 
port oppofitiottt or to calculate with preciiion the pro- 
bable confeqne nces of iL That this was the cafe in 
the late iniurredion will appear evident in the fe- 
quel. 

But If thofe who adtninider the government at* 

tempt to illue denunciations againfl the liberty ot ex- 
. preiiing opinions of their meafures and objects, or to 
prefcribe rules by which men muft be regulated in 
expreffing their opinions, the very attempt will in* 
cre.ife the evil it is intended to corre<5^. When thofe 
in trull attempt to exercile authority over the diicre* 
tion of the citizens, otherwife than in the unequivo- 
cal language of the laws, as the attempt cannot be 
iupportcd by coercion it will only bring the meafures 
of government into contempt, and operate as a flimu- 
lus to indifcreet cenfure. Inftances might be given 
in proof of this obfervation if it were neceiTary. Can- 
did inveftigations of the meafures of government have 
their uies even though they may be miltaken, and 
fcurrilous writings, though they are pernicious in 
themfelves, can do little harm ; they rather attach peo- 
ple of difcernment more ciofely to the government, 
Thofe who condud the meafures, and difpenfe the fa- 
vours of government, have generally the advantage ta 
newfpaper writings ; not only men of difcrction, who 
approve of the meafures, will write in their favour, 

Spanegyrifis, fycophants, and even the greateit maf- 
I in the arts of fcurrility, will generally be found 
on the fide of government in every country, whether 
its meafures be good or bad. And though fome- 
times indeed a Junius may iiart up on the other fide ; 
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this is rare ; and the writers in favour of government 
often treat refpe^^able citizens and the niafs of the 
people with great freedom, and generally efcape the 
denuociations of thofe entrufled with the public ad- 
miniflration. It is never a good omen when the uica- 
fures of governmeai are in danger of ftUenng by in - 
vefcigation. - • 

The meetings which have been enumerated I 
confider as lawful and harmlefs in themfelves ; but 
iome of their refolutions, as I have be! ore obferved, 
were cenfurable in point of difcretion. It is my 
own opinion, that if they had been more generally 
attended by men of difcretion, they might have been 
advantageous. They were not permanent alTocia- 
cions. 

There was, however, an adbciation of a more per* 

manent nature commenced in the winter previous to 
the infurredion. A great proportion of the Mingo 
Creek regiment of militia became members of it. It 
is (aid, that during }ts exigence it was frequently at- 
tended by three hundred perfons. The rules of this 
inilitution, and various powers which it is reported to 
. have exercifed, imitated the language, andallumed the " 
forms of regularly conftituted authority. This afTo* 
ciation never was announced in the newfpapers, and 
its exiftence was known to but few. 

Though the whole country difapproved of the 
excife, yet the people in the fettlement where this af- 
fociation was formed, feem to have been more zea- 
lous in their difapprobation of it than many others. 
It is true, their rules did not apply particularly againll 
the excife, nor contain any thing unlawful, yet the 
circumflance of being aflbciated made them formida- 
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ble in what they undertook, aind encouraged th6m to 
(in^eftake what they otherwife would not have done as 
individuals". 

It is Jn this that the difference betweed occafional 
foci^ties and permanent afibciations confiil. In Maf"' 

fachafetts, where the people of everv town is incor- 
porated into a peitnantnt aflbciation, when they un- 
dertake any thing, either good or bad, they ad with 
eater vigour. By this means it was that they made 
fuch glorious exertions at the commencement of the' 
revolution, and by the fame means alfo the infurrcc- 
tion in that ftate becaime fo formidable, and was con* 
duAed with fo mtfch fyfiemrf 

It has been generally faid, that one objed of their 
aflbciation was to prevent people from committing 
outrages oni excifemen. This might , have been the 
objedl of a number cf the ailociaLes, and it might 
have produced this effed for forae time. Perhaps it 
was owing to this that general Nevii \(ra^ tlot attacked 
at (lis own houfe fooiier, fot undoubtedly there wa4 
greater refentment againft him than anv of his depii- 
ties, for reafons that I fhali mention in the iequei ; 
and it does appear that cfefigns were entertained a- 
gaiuli him by fome of the affociaies previous to the 
attack on his houfe. This aflbciation was the more 
dangerous that it was fecfet. And though, as has 
been obferved, it was not atfl'ivelv concerned in man^ 
of the outrages preceding the iiiliin eciioD, yet vari- 
ous concurring circumdances render it more than 
probable, that that unfortunate event was principally 
to be afcribed to its inftrumentality, 

6 
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CHAP. V. 



The jBrft aflual outrage was committed 
Sn^ptemBer 1791* tn ii Koberi Johnfon, coiledot 
of excife for Wafliington and Allegany counties, by i 
-party of armed men difguifed. The attack was madfe 
cn him near Pigeon creek. After cutting his hair, 
they tarred, and feathered hirb, and ih this '&uatioft 
compelled him to walk fotne didance. 

The next aft of violence was committed on a mail 
of the name of Wilfon, who vras in fome mealur^ 
difordered in his intelleAs* and affeded to be, perhaps 
thought he was, an excife-man, and was makihg en^ 
quivy for diftiliers. He was purfued by a partv, ta- 
ken out of his bed, and carried feveral miles to 3 
fmitb's (hop ; there they flriped ofiT his cloaths and 
burnt th^m, and burning him in feveral places vvhh 
a hot iron, they tarred and feathered, and in that li- 
tuation dilmifled, him. 

Not long after this, one Ikofsbeit]^ futfered t&e 
punilhment of tarring and feathering for advocating 
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the exqife law. An armed banditti feized aod carr 
Tied oflf two perfons who were witneffes in the cafe of 
Wiifpn, who had been abufed by x,he rioters. A for-r 
midahle attempt wai made to fei^e the mfpedor him^ 
fe|f in Wafhington town, where he was expe(5led, by 

9 numerous party difguifed. |ie had been apprife4 
of th^r coming, and did noit iitt^od at the office. Ii» 
Auguft 1792, capt. Faulkner, who had let hia hoidf 

10 jhe infpeclor to hold hia office in, was attacked on 
the rond by a p^rfoca with a drawp J^nife* ^Ipd threat- 
eoed that his hottfe ihould be burned % pennittinj 
an office of infpeAion to be held in it. lie efcaped, 
oa giving a promife to p rpvent the further ufe pf his 
hou^ for an p$ce, and accordingly gav^ public no* 
tice in the newfpgpers, th^^ the Qffig^ fhovH b^ Up 
Janger k c pt ip kwk* . 

In April 179s, ariacd p^y .^iii-^ked tl^ hpuft 
of WeliU, whofe rcfiden^re i? i|i Fayette county, b^jt 
did iiGt iiiid him at home. Thev broke open the 
houfe and threatened the famijy. On th? of Ko- 
yember (oHf^wiu^^ the hi^ufe pf Wells wa$ jittficked 
l^n, in t:he night. They then obliged him to forr 
render his commilTion and books, and required 
40 publifti a f e%iaU9n p/ Ji^i^ ;oJ&ce> witbip two weeks, - 
in the newfpapei^, 09 pam of tuiviiig hi^ houfe 
.byrppd. 

J^mes Kiddoe jan4 WilUaip CQyghr»a» who had 
^nteved th^iir itills, w^re ^(l thre^ened, aiKi afteir^ 
watrfs attacked. , Sotpe pieces of the grift-oiiU of the 

former 'wcie carried ^Wiry, and the fiill of the latter 
,was deftroy^d, his faw-u^iil rendered ulelftiis» and hi» 

j^ri^noijU fS|9ieci4lly iiq»ri!d:s 9iul be waa oidered u^ 
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publilh wh^t he had fuffered in ihe Pittfburgh Gar 
zctte. ' . • 

An armed party in difgirife, attacked and broke 
into the hoiife of John Lynn, where the office was 
kept, and after prevailing on him to come down flairs, 
they tied and threatened to hang him ; then took him 
to the woods, cut off his hair, tarred and feathered 
him, and fwore him never to difclofe their names, 
or permit an excife office to be held in his houfe; and 
binding him to a tree, left him in that iituation till 
morning, when he extricated himfelf. 1 heie oiit- 
rages all happened fouta of tjie Mouongabela. 

In June i'794» Wells, the colle<Slor for Weftnaore- 
land and Fayette counties, opened his office, at the hpufe 
of a certain Philip Kctran in Weflmoreland county. 
The houfe was at digerent times attacked by armed 
men in the night, who frequently fired on it ;« but 
they were alwap re^iiiied by P. Re^an and Well^ 
the younger. ' ' ' • 

I have taken this enumeration from the fecreta* 
ty's report. However, I Have palfed one inftance 
mentioned by him, viz. that Wells the colledor was 
injuriouily treated at Greenfbur^h, in Weftmpreland, 
* in 1 792. I paBed it, becaufe I was convinced it was 
without foundation.- On the moft minute enquiry, 
I have not found the fmallefl: trace of any injury or in- 
fult that he received there; nay, he got allurance^ 
that none in the town wouIB injure him. He was 
told indeed, in friendly converfation, that they could 
pot undertake for other parts of the county, and that 
'fince no perfon in the county would accept of the of* 
See, he might conclude that h;s holding it there would 
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' not be acceptable. Though the man's perfon was 
little known in that county, yet few were ilrangers to 
fiis perfonal charader previous to his obtaining the 
office. 

The account of his being ill treated at Greenf- 
burgh, is conneded by the fecretary with a iimilar af- 
fertion lefpeding the treatment he received at Union 
Town, in Fayette county. This, however, alfo ap- 
pears to h.ive but little foundation. On the tii tl: day 
appointed tor entering the flills, a number of diflil- 
leris attended ; but the colledor did not appear. On 
the fccond day, for he was to have attended one day 
in the week, a greater number of dillilicrs appeared; 
but the coiicdor was not to be found, though called 
and diligent enquiry made for him. He was known 
to be a timid man, and very probably was afraid of 
their numbers, and this might; have been the reafon 
why a greater number atte tided the fecond day ; but 
they were i^either arm^d with wejipons nor threats. 
When he undertook the office he ought to have dif- 
covered more boldr.efs and lefs apprehenfion. This 
conduct invited to further infults. I am perfuaded, 
that at this time no .plan for attacking or m'al-trisating 
excife-men had been concerted or matured by the 
" diftillers. 

When either public or private truiis are under- 
taken by men who diilike tbe.buiinefs thespfelves, they 
cannot be cxped\ed to difcharge it with energy. To 
obtain the compenfaiion will be their principal aim, 
and all their efforts will be direcled to that objed. 
It will be the fame with fuch as poHefs neither prin^ 
f iplc nor fenfe of honour, and fuch may be expeded 



Digitized by Goil^Ie 



^ HISTORY OF THE 

.fo obuio oflSccs where ibe field for fele(5tion is very 
much narrowed. How far thi^ ohfervatipn will 9p« 

ply to the cafe of the excife oJEcers in the weflemi 
counties, will be feen in its proper place. 

In two inflances, the barns of peiibfis w1k> had 
^iven ipformatioa i^ainfl offenders^ &c. ip Allegany , 
county, were ^urnt, probably by the offenders thcm-i 
felvcs, though this could not be proved. Some o- 
ther injuries were C0Q]|nHied« a»d ihreaU were puU- 

lifted in the new^apera, updqr the fignature of Toin 

the Tinker. Thefe threats, contained in letters fign- 
cd by Tom the 1 injwer, were direcled certain per- 
fons, with exprefs orders to have th^m publiflied ; 
and the e4Hor of the {^ittihurgh Ga^ett^ did not thin)^ 
it prudent to rcfufe to admit them. J caunot give. 
A better account of the fanious fignature of Tom Tin- 
ier^ which figured lo highly abQut this Uwe* th^ by 
jadopting tihe words of Mr. 3ract;enridge 09 that Ubr. 

A term had come into popular ufe belbre this 
*^tiine» to detgnate tbe oppoluion to the ejtcifig law \ 
it W3$ that of Tom the Tinker* Ic w^s zioc given,^ 
as the appellation of wh»g originally was, as a term 
** of reproach for adveifaries j but ailurned bv thepeo- 
pie who were adive in forae of the mafked riou, 
which took pl^ce at ap early period. A certain John 
/* Holcroft was thought to have made the firft ?pplica- 
*Vtion of it. It was at the time of the mafted at- 
tack on a certain William Coughran, who tendered 
«^ himfeif obnoxious by the entry of his (liilb; njfd the 
♦* menders, of courfe, mufl be tinkers, and the name,' 
** coUeifliveiy, iiecame Tom the Tinker. Adveitii^- 
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tititnii were put up on the trees, dnd in the high 

** ways, or in other confpicuous places, under the fig* 
*' naiure of Tom the Tinker, threatening indivKiu- 
*^ als, or admoniDiing them In meafures with regard 
to the excife laiv." Incidents, page 79. 

It afterwards appedred that they did not originate 
with Holcroft, though the inventor of them has never 
been difcovered ; thefe lettel'S were only made ufe of in 
the fettlenients adjacent to the Monongahela> till after 
the infurrcclion broke out. Then, however, they were 
Tent to diHant places. 

In the latter end of 1793 and the beginning of 
3794, there appeared to be a very general wilh among 
the diQillers, aix! other people of re ll_'cliOn, il;at :he 
llilis fliould be entered, and a general fubmLTjon to the 
law enforced. They were convinced, that the defulv 
Cory, outrageous, and incendiary oppoliticn that was 
given 10 the execuiion oi the law, was likely to intro- 
duce a very bad flate of focietj. That it was putting ' 
it in the power of bad x2iea, emboldened by the ha-* 
bit of committing daring outrages, to diAurb the peac^ 
of fociety, and to render the enjoyment of life and 
]|>roperty infecure. They knew that though the pre- • 
lent ouitages were o&ly direded againft the execution 
of the«xcife law^ if thefe efcaped with impunity, thtf 
execution of every other law might fhare the fame 
fate in -its turn. The demand for whiflcey for the 
fupt>ly of the army put it in the power of the diitiUers 
to procure cafti for the payment of the excife tax, and 
(he contrador coiiuaitig his purchafes to fpirirs od 
which the excife iiad been paid» gave a. powerful in- 
ducement to a compliance with t^e law. 
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With a view to proiDote this compliance, a num«^ 
ber of the moft influential perfon3 including a number 
of the moft refpedlable didiilers^ agreed to prometi^' 
fubmifiton to the excife laws« on condition* that a total 
change was made inthfi officers, and fuch men put into 
o3ice as the people could conhde in ; they alfo exprefle(i 
their wiUingnefi to recomniend fuch charaders and 
render themfelves rcfponfiblc for their fidelity. This 
agreenaent was entered into at the court of Fayette 
county^ in the winder or fpring previous to ths infur* 
rediioti. I had the firft infofmation of h from Jametfi 
Rofs, Esq. fcnaier of the United States, who had been 
prefent aL-d contributed to this agreement, before he 
Came to the fenate in April 179'4. I ^cd him how 
far the change of the o£Bcer$ was intended to go, ancf 
if they were confident they could precure good men 
to accept of the offices. He told nie the change was 
intended to go to all the officets of the furVey, and that 
they were confident of being able to procure fuch a$ 
would faithfully difcharge tl^e duties of the refpe^livc 
offices, and enjoy the confidence of the people, and 
he afked me. if I could recommend futhfor Weilmore* 
land county. 1 told Kim that having been long 
from home, and having no oppdrtunity of confuking, 
t could not recommend : That if I did recommend a 
gooi man without knowin'g whether he would ferve or 
not, and he declined it, it would render it more dif- 
ficult to get another to accept of it. I had experi- 
enced this inconveniencjr under the ftate excife. 

This difpofition coming to the knowledge of tliof^ 
who were obuiijaie and undifcerning, ai:d who had 
already commiited exceiles, they became more out-. 
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ngeous, proceeded to fre(h adsof violence, andex-^ 
,^redfid as great a de^ee of refentmeat againft thqf<i 
whoeompHed with tbelaw mthty didagaitift'the officerB 

who sded under it. The exertions of thofc who op- 
pofed the idw being the reluit of an infatuated ilate of 
wmi and a miftaken zeal Wre vigorouSt and being 
conduced in a clandeftine manner, there could be no 
defence againit their cffeds ; this encreafed the iifpo*- 
fition of difcrcet men tofubmit, but it deterred them 
fromadualiy entering their (lilis. They were furprized 
that no coercive exertions were made by the federal ju- 
diciary in lupport of the law, and thofe who complied 
with the duties it required. About that time I received 
letters from difierent diftillers near Loyalhanna in 
Wcftmoreiand county, requefting my opinion both as 
to their beii mode of proceeding, and whether govern- 
tsent was likely to make any exertion to put the law in 
execution, and proted thofc who were willing to fubmit j 
for though there had been no riots in that part of the 
country, neither had there been any ofiEceof infpec^ion, 
nor entries of (tills; but they had heard of tbetreatmenc 
thole had met with who entered them in other counties, 
and did not know but they raight be treated in the fame . 
manner* I informed them that it was their duty to 
enter their dills whether they ufed them or not, that 
there was no ground to expe(5\ that the law would be 
either repealed, or altered in that refped, during that 
iieffionifiif CongrefSf hut referred to themfelves to judge 
of the fafety of their perfons or property. I had iuf-' 
pe(5^ed no danger of that kind in that part of the coun- 
try when I left home. With relped to the opportu- 
nity of enteringi that laying with the infpedoryv I - 

H 
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could icl{ nothing about :it. . Some of thofe in the 
fnean time, compounding., privately iot the eiccife in 
Pittflburgh, fold their Jiqtior to the contra^ors. They 

would have much rather entered their flills ; but even 
felling their liquors to thexontraiflors railed fufpicipns 
againit them, and occafioned threats from a dilhince 
and refentment from fome of their neighbours, and 
rendered it neceffary for them, to temporize, during 
the troubles that foUpwed, more than ihey otherwife 
would have done. The new alterations in the ex- 
cife law were not enacfted till fonie time in the month 
of June, and could not be known at that diHance till 
after that month was expired. . 

From the relation already given, it is evident, that 
an oppoiiLion to, ornon-compliance with, the execution 
of the excife law, had exiiled in the v'^ellern counties of 
Pennfylvania, for the fpace of three years ; or, to ufe the 
expreffions of the fecretary of the treafury, The op-» 
V pofition to ihofe laws in the four weflern counties 
of Pennfylvania, was as early as they were known 
to have pafled. It has continued, with different- 
degrees of violence in the different counues, and 
" at different periods. — But Walhington has uni» 
formly diflinguilhed its refiSance, by a more excelV 
five fpirit than has appeared in the other counties, ^ 
** and feems to have been chiefly inllrumeutal in kin- 
diing, .and keeping alive the flame." 
There might be fome difference of opinita be* 
tween the fecretary and others, about the inflances 
that are entitled to the term cppofition. Perhaps, 
circulation of . opinion, or declaration of fentimentSy 
and every Ia\^fuJi means of promoting remonfliances 
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againft it, or petitions for its repeal, or even refolv- 
lag to ceafe from difltlling, if that had been donct 

might be better exprefTed by the term difapprobation. 
But not to contend about this, it will be admitted, 
that the attack oti Robert Johnfon, on the 6th of Sep* 
tember 1791, and all the fubfequent a6l8 of violence, 
were a6ls of oppofuion to that law, and were fo many 
defiances to the power of the judicial authority of the 
United States. Various and flagrant inftances of op- 
pofition I have already recited, till I have brought 
the narrative to the avenue of that crifis, when the 
oppolition burU forth with an expiofion, that, as has 
been faid by refpe^able authprity^ ele^rified the 
whc^e Uiiited States. It remains to be enquired, what 
means the reiponiible head of the executive depart- 
ment exerted^ to coerce this opjpolition, and to prevent 
its more general fpread. 
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JL liE firft inllafide tliat we find oif CQr 
jpTCion having been attempted, was the fending Jofeph 
jFox, deputy warihai, to ferve p^oceifesf iifued by the 
'diflriiSt court againft the p^tfoas <oncerae4 in the 
;riot on Jobnfon. He went to the iiifpe61or, and on 
his advice returned home again without going to the 
proper place, or attempting to ferve the writs ; but 
with the infpedor's advice alfo, be fent the procefle^ 
under cover as private letters, by a poor fiaiple niani 
who had been ufually employed in driving cat- 
tle, &c« If the infpedor could have contrived a 
furer method to degrade the government in the 
fsfteem o\ the rioters, and invite infults, k is beyond 
my compreheniioD ; and unh^ippily the poor man, 
who was ignorant of what be was doing, was the vic- 
tim of this injudicious plan* 

What better could the infpedor exped. If the 
people were well difpofed where the procefs was to be 
ferved, why difeourage the deputy marflial from go- 
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teg f«nwd? if. they were noi well difpbfcd, why 
kni z foot dreatuiie who* not ktiQwing^wbat.hedel»> 
Id DOt give tcftlmbny of hii Jbaving fcrved 

thcptOCCflf?? Would not this contemptible method of 
fcTving proceffes irritate even a well difpofed man. on 
whomkwasfeived? Theautborityof acomitiii&oDfrom 
government, and the refped^ability atiachcd'lhereby to 
the pexlon thai bears it, generally procures a decree of 
teverence to an officer of jufticc. The £heriff or con* 
ilable will be xdpefled when theofficiotts bum will pro^ . 
bably be well flogged, but in this inftance the poor 
f&an was taken fox a bum and treated accordingly^ 
wttboilt knowing the nature of the fervice he was em* - 
ploved about. He was fcized, whipped, tarred an4 
feathered, and it is faid that his money was taken from 
him, 2ind£nally, being blinufoided, he was tied in the 
firoods, and remained in that fituation for five hourSb ' 
No farther exertion was made on the part of go* 
verninent till the fail of the year 1 792, that the fupcrvi- 
Ibr of the revenue was lent .^Uo afcertain the real Hate 
of the furvey, to obtain evidence of the perfons who 
were concerned in Faulkner's cafe, and of thofe who 
pompofed the meeting at Pittfburgh, to uphold the 
confidence and encourage the perfeverance of the of- 
ficers acting under the law, and to induce if pofliblc 
the inhabitants of that part of the iurvey, which appear- 
ed leail difinclinedt to come volumarily into the mea- 
fure, by arguments addreflfed' to their fenfe of duty, 
and exhibiting the eventual dangers and mifchiefs of 
refiftance." 

£ wiih for the fake of the perfonal refpedl I hav^ 

long entertained for the fupervifor of the rt v^nur, 
and his family, that he had not introduced his jouraey 
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to PUtfBurgh, and put me to the difagreeableneccflSty 
of animadverting on it. Were I indeed to relate it in 
the manner I have heard it defcribed, the reader would 
' be induced to think it a romance rather than a r^l 
rative. It is fufficient for my purpole to Rate that he ; 
went to Pittsburgh in the moll clandeftine manner 
poffible, ODnBned himfelf within a very narrow circle 
of the citizens while he remained there, refufedto go 
to Wafhingron town, though he was warmly loiicited 
to go there and allured of lal^y, ^ud though ic was in 
•that county that the offence was committed, to prepare 
i» for the profecution of which was the principal object 
of his raiflion, and where only evidence was to be pro- 
cured. Staying but a few days at Pittlburgh, he return* 
ed to Philadelphia with the rapidity of a pofl rider, 
accompanied by a miiiiary guard through the moft 
peaceable part of iiie country, w^ere there were many 
jefpediable citizens with whom he was well acquainted, 
and others who would have been glad to have feen hina, 
^ud would have thought it apleafure to do him any rea* 
fonabie fervice. ' ' • ' 

Notxontented with difcoveriog this total want of 
confidence in the moil difcreet people of that country, 
when he returned to Philadelphia he made an unpro- 
voked attack in the news-papers on the magiilrates, 
clergy, and all the other inhabitants of the whole 
weftern counties ; I fay unprovoked ; for though a lu- 
dicrous account of his journey had been pubiiflied in 
the Pittfburgh gazette and repuhli(bed in Philadelphia,' 
yet if it was a crime it could not beafcribed to the peo- 
ple whofe charader he traduced, for few of them knew 
he b^ been up till they, beard of his being gone again. 
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Though I refide within two miles ot the great road, by 
which he returned, the fiiit information I had of his 
having been up was from that very publication in the 

gazette If I had known he had been th;;: c I would un-' 
doubtedly have waited on him, and invited him to my 
houfe ; there were others who would have done fo as 
well as me. 

Thtr^^ had been no inlull OiVcred cr injury done to 
any excife officer, nor adual oppoiicion given to the 

' execution of the law in all the country through which * 
he paiTed and repatfed, and at that time the diftillers 
there generally would have been eafilv induced to have 
complied with the law; but^he fupervifor's conduCl 
went far to fupprefs the growing difpolition towards 
cempliance, which even the fecretary hirofelf acknow- 
ledges to have exilled at that time. He indeed pro- - 
cured evidence againil tv;o men for being concerned 
in the riot at Faulkner's, but the evidence was falfeT 
The two men were not only innocent but meritorious, 
and the proofs of their innocence were fo decifive as 

' not to leave theieaft doubt remaining ; therefore though 
a bill had been foun4 at the diftrid court, in confe- 
quence of ihe perjury, the profecution was difconti- 
nued. 

The vvitneis was a recruit, andafthattimean hoftler 
of Capt. Faulkner's. I know nothing of his chara<f^er ; ' 
but I have fufiiciem reafon to prefume that Capt. 
Faulkner's own teftimojiy would condemn no perfon 
before a court of juliice where his charader was known. 
I never knew who it was that fuborned the witnefs 
to fwear againft Mefs. Kerr and Beer, but 1 dm per- 
fuaded the fupervifor's moral principles were too good 
to permit him to be knowingly concerned in it. All 
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the information the fecrctary is pleafed to communi- 
cate CO tfais^ i9, that there was a miftake in the perions i 
fenunateiy the miftake operated againft perfons Whoib 

charader and fiiuation proiecled them hum falling 
vidims to the moft g^tcfs and flagrant depravity. Ic 
might have been otberwiie with perfons equally inno* 
cent. 

. We are furcher informed that tedimony was pro- 
cured by him of the perfons who compoled the 
P,ittfl>urgh Commititee, and in a letter of the fecre- 
tary to the governor, he fays that Mr. Gallatin was one 
of them ; this isaifu a rniildke, for Gallatin and myself 
were both attending the General Adembiy of the itate 
in Philadelphia at the time of the Fittlburgh Com-- 
mittee* 

Thefe proceedings encouraged thofe who were 
difpofed to oppofe the execution of 4he excife law, 
to exult in the weaknefsof the adminiftration of the 

Tcvenue, and confirmed their belief, that a law which 
could not be executed would be repealed. When the 
head officer of the. DiilriA was afhamed to. appear in 
defence of it, people who knew there was no danger 
did not afcribe his behaviour to fear, even ihofe w ho 
were convinced of the neceility of lubmiiion and 
would otherwife han^contributed to promote it, xbqugfat 
prudent to be filcnt. 
From this time the number and boldnefs of thofc, 
who violently oppofed the law, and maltreated the 
officers who executed it and the citizens who compli'- 
ed with it, vifibly encreafed. It was not till after tWs 
that perfons were put in jeopardy for entering theo" 
ftilis i and the fecretary acknowledges that the Jawif 



Digitized by Google 



INSURRECTION; ji 

kppeSLTcd during 1793 to be gaming ground, that feve** 

ral principal diftillers who formerly held out had compli^ 
ed, and that others diicovered a difpofition to comply, 
which was only retrained by the fear of violence. I 
will add that as far as I was acquainted with the dif- 
tillers, ihe compliance would have been general, if ade^ 
^uate piotedion had been aiibrded by government. 

It was not however an expeniive protection that 
was defired or necelTary* The prefence and authority 
of a court of juftice would have anfwered every ne- 
celTary purpofe, and leis would not do^ The neceiii- 
ty of a federal court goingimo that country^ or of com- 
perent powers being veiled in the ftate courts, had been 
fiiggcRed to thePrcfidentyand urged on thefecretary of 
the treafnry, who at that time was not only the ref* 
poniible head of the revenue department, but whoalfo 
at that time ori^in;itei the revenue laws^ as u'cil as 
direcled the arrangements for the execution oi' ihem. 

On a full convidion of the propriety of this mea« 
fure, Congrefs in March 1 793 enaded a law to enable 
the federal judic'aiy to hold fpecial feflions nearer the 
place where crimes were committed, than thofe to 
which the fellions of the circuir courc had been fixed by 
law. hofe who anxioufly wifned to fee the dignity 
aiid a-Lithority of the lawa fupported, expeded that a 
fjpecial felTion would have been held in the welteriS 
counties with all convenient fpeed. If this had 
been done, I ain certain theie vvuuld have been no 
Infurrectiun. 

But, far from applying this cheap, rational and 
efficacious remedy, the diforderswere permitted vo go 
on and encreafe till July 1 794. Previous to this how- 

I 
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ever, on thie fifthof Juii(6, authority wis vtft^d iii tMr 
ftatfc courts to try caufcs ariling under the rtvetmis 

laws. Though this important improvemenL in the 
laws vvas too iong delayed, yet if it kad been fairlj^ 
cxercifed, even at this iat4^ pfcriod, extraordinary exeK 
ticm would have been unneceifaryf' but thefe ordixia>^ 
ryand falutary methods of preventing the svii appeal* 
never to have been fcrioufly dehgned. 

. Previous to the i^ece^ary powers being veded iti 
the (late courts, prbcefles had privately iffuedoutof thd 
dill riot court at Phiiadeiphia, but the execution of 
them was delayed till July foilowing, when the mar- 
fliai v/as fent to the weftertv counties toferve the pro- 
cefles in the midft of the Hurry of harveil, ^hen tnen*» 
minds are agitated vviih unuiuai care and their bodies 
with vigorous exertions, and when to the heat of the 
feafon and the competition of labour is generally added 
the flimulus of ardent fpirits. At this uiifortnnate^ 
period the marfhal arrived and ferved the procelTes, 
which required the diiliiicrs lo appear at the diflrid 
court in Philadelphia. I do not liaeah that people drink 
more ardent fpirits in Harveft iii this coutryy than in 
other places, where there is no other fubftitute. It id 
diuTiic on thefe occahons in as gr( at quantities on the 
ealt £ide of the mountains as it is on ihe weft.' 

He ftrved all the proccffes that were direit^ed to the 
diRiilers of Fayette County, thirty tour in number, 
without interruption, and had been equally fuccefsful 
in ferving all thofe in Waihington County, till the 
very laft Writ, when lie tntforitinatelj^ #enc into Pittf- 
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Brfore I proceed further it Is proper to remark^ that 

durin;^ the firfl two years the nuiiiber who committed 
• iutraciions on the laws were comparatively fmall and 
coafioed to but a few places, that in the iail year as 
^e difpofition among the diitillers to comply mih the 
law became more evident, the oppofition to it became 
moie violent, and was carried nn in other and more alar- 
ming metho(^, that during this period ti^ iteaiury. 
department either wholly neglected it or tampered 
with it, in fuch a manner as was only calculated to 
encourage the oppoiition and direourage every exer- 
tion of well dirpofed citizens to fuppon the law. It is 
an undoubted that the manner in which the execu- 
tion of the law was conduced, while it invited oppo- 
fition gave alarming ^pprehenlions to men of difeern- 
meni ; for, they conid not oiherwile account for it 
than by fuppoiin§, that the diforders were defignedly 
fortered until they would produce a more ferious iflue. 
Many of them knew that 1^ who Hopi at the helm of 
the revenue department had no averlion to being em* 
ployed as a pilot in a ftorm. When the whole method 
Qi coadu'iling the coercion of the Liws, both 35 to time 
jmd manner, is compared with the crifis produced by 
it, and the fubfequcut proceedings relative to that cri- 
fis, are taken into confideration and judiciouily exami- 
ned, the canaid reader will be the better qualified to 
judge of the reafonabienefi of thefe appreheniions. 

It is true the fecretary afiigns fome reafons in hi$ 
report for this negligence, but they are not found, they 
are indeed karcely planrib\e. Did the laws give him 
^ny more power to di rpenfe with the aj>plicatjoa cf 
\\»fir coercive powers, than it did to tne people ii^ 
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their DOO'Conspliance* The confiitution has indeed Ve{^ 
ted the humane and falutary power of pardoning in 

the Prefident, but has not veded the power of gran- 
ting impunity in the comq^iiTion of crimes, nor of dif- 
penfing with the execution of the laws in the fecref ary* 
That impunity, which evidently contributes to pro-p 
•mote oppodtion to the laws, and increafe the number 
^ndtfae crimes of offenders, is undefervipg of the iiama 
of lenity. It is a refjilemem io cruelty. 
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w HEN the infpe<5lor came to Pittf- 

burgh, be expreffed his furprife and fatisfa(5^ion that 
iie.. had fucceeded in ferving the procefies without 
meeting with either injury or infult : what a pity it. 
was that he delayed to ferve the laft one ? Some who 
were prefent when he expieffed furprife at his faccefs, 
were equally furpnied that he ihouid have expeded 
any oppofition. However, a too fuccefsful method 
was foon found to promote oppofition and excite out- 
rage, I do not fay with defign. 

The next day, in company with thq infpedlor, he 
went to4erve the iaft writ on a diftiller named Miller* 
near Peter's creek. On leaving the place, a number 
of men were obferved as if in purfiiit of them and 
ope gun was difch^rged ; not, however, it is believed, 
with a deiign to do execution. It is well known that; 
if the defign had been t^ihoot one, or either of them, 
^hey could not have efcaped from fg inany men, few 
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pf whooi I fappofe would have milled their aim at § 
pigeon or the head of a fquirref. Appearing, however, 
to be iij bad Aumour, the manfial apdinfpedox lod^ 

It is uiual in tbi|t, and perhaps in every other, 
country, where day laEoufers aVe fcarce, for the neigh- 

Jjours mutually lo alTift each other as their giain be- 
Come^ ripe, and ttiis being the throng time of hatve^t 
yfUl eafily account for fo many people being together 
as bas been reprefented $ the number has been dif-r 
ferently flated, fome accoants making it only ten, 
wj:^ile others have extended it high as thirty. 

The maribal behaved weli, and would have beeq 
finally fuccefsful, if he had finiflied ferving the writ 
before he called on the infpeclor. I have never heard 
a reafoii ^flfigned for bis ftopptpg (bon« and going tq 
Bittflburgb, before be con^pleted the buGuef^ ^ or, for 
his bringing the inlpecior with hiiOr The infped^or 
knew there were defigns againft. hioafelf, and he had 

J procured arms, and ptherwifc; prepared bis houfe for 
n expedled attack. He o ght not to have involved 

the marihal in the fame rifle vviih himfelf, and the 
jaiarlhal ought to have conUdered that, however up- 
reafonabie the diflindion is, the people in Europe a^ 
well as here, have always made a great difference be- 
tween anofiicer of excife and the Oihcer of a court of 
^uftice. The hill feems, as if he (harcd in the ioiemii 
Ifefpedability of the judiciary, and the ftcft, as if h^ 
partook of the odium of the tax, the coUediiijg of 
\vbich he fuperiniends. 

The people of \Ya(biogton and Allegany counties'^ 
l|»ve been charged with a capricious incp^nfifieKicy of 



Digitized by 



ctiar&Aer. They have co^plaiil^ of perfonS of bad 

character being appuinied for coliedois of the excife 
tax, and were otiended at general Nevil accepting cf 
the office of infpefior, whofe popularity of charader ! 
was acknowledged by ch^mfelvet. This panradOx, bovi^-*' 
ever, may be explained. 

During the continuance of the itaie excife general 
Nevii was one of the greatefi deciaimers againft it, and 
of the iDoft open encoutagers of apportion to it. 
When Graham, the ftate exciic-ii.an was fhaved, had 
his hair cut^ and expelled from the county, if he did 
not patTonisfe that outrage he openly ap}>roved of it; 
and (aid they did not ufe the rafcal half as bad as he 
detferved. Irr the airerrtbly of the ftate, which preceded, 
that which fat when the excife law wa:^ enad^ed bv Gon- 
grefs, he voted ag^inft the repeal of the iiate direct 
tax in order to make way for repealing the liaie excife. 
In the fubigquent afi'cmbiy he voted for t'^e refolutionff 
againit the paiiage of the excife law then before Con-^ 
§refs. He and I fat and voted together for them, an<f 
we had always agreed in cur prinjiples refpcfllng ex- 
ciies, tiiough i never agreed with hiaa in opinjon that 
the excife officers ought to be ill-treated. 

It was but a few days after he voted for the refolu-** 
tions cenfiiring the ia^vv, that he himfeif accepted of 
the cftice of inipector^of that very furvey, in which he^ 
h=d diflinguilhed himfeif for his oppolHion to the col« 
lecting of the ftate excife. The people were the 
more irritated agaiflft him, on bein^ informed that;vhe:i 
he was told that he uouid forfeit the good opinion of 
bis neighbours, from whofe good will he had held any 
office which he chofe, and whicii they had in their 
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power to. beftow, anfwered he did not regard their- 
goodwill, he had got an independent falary of 600 

a year; I fuppofe be meant Dollars, bat ic palled 
amotig the people for pounds. I for feme time 
thought the whole ftory fabricated in order to excite 
more efTeduaiiy the popular odium againft him, bat 
I v¥as afterwards informed of it by authority, too iub- 
llantial to leave room for doabC« and too well difpofed 
to admit a fufpicion of defign* 

The authority of ^he la .v, and the didlatcs of cool 
philolophy will not admit- of the people conne(5ling; 
their lubmiflion to the law with their refped for th& 
man. But we touft in our dealings with men, take hu- 
man nature as it is, and admit that prejudice and paf-» 
fion will have their fway in diredting the condu^ of 
the great mafe of mankinds All are net lawyers, all 
are not philofophers, nor do lawyers and philofc^hera 
always regulate their condnd by their own precepts. 
. They looked ou the inipedor as giving up his 
principles for a ,bribc» and bartering the confidence 
they had in him fiJr money, and were the more irrita^ 
ted at his Ipeaking fo contenipuioiilly ot lUcii guod opi- 
nion, which he liad been formerly fo foiicicous to ob- 
tain. There is alfo a great averfipn among the mafs of 
the people to falary officers. This has even difcove- • 
red itfelf againfi the county judges, though their fa- 
laries are but moderate. 

The infpcdor was certainly early fenfibie of hi& 
lofs g1 pc pularity. I obferved it when he came to 
Philadelphia, the firfl wiiKer after he had accepted of 
the office. When I called to fee hiiti at his lodgings, he 
told me with joy that he had lodged in Greenfburgh 
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4li night and been well treated. I expreffed my fur-* 
prife that he (hould have any other cxpedktions. 
anfwered that he had heiitated greatly about venturing 
intoit^ but not finding any conVenient itad to pafi 
k he had finally determined to go in. I have not 
found that any threats had been made againd him 
there, or any other place at that time* Certainly if we 
are id the wa7 of our diity we ought ib diicovei: cob* 
fiiience. Caufelefs fears invite infujt. 

The fecretary allerts that VVafhington County 
has uniformly difiinguiihed its refiilaiice by a more 
exceilive fpirit; than has appeared in the other coun- 
ties, and leems to ha"e been chiefly indi nme it il in 
Jtindiing and keeping alive the flame. This charac- 
ter is admitted to be wellfounded. That part of it whicti 
lays adjacent to the^Monongahela and contiguous to gene- 
ral Nevil's relidencc has been called the cenier of oppo- 
£tion, aikl was undoubtedly the cradle of the 
infurre^ion. As. their chafa<9er is equally gO(e»d wita 
thole of ether pnts of the weflern counties, the only 
leafon I have heard alTigned for their dilUnguiihing 
Jbemfelves in this manner was their refemment 
of general Nevil's eonduifl. It was With thcfe very 
people he had forfTicrlv enjoyed that popularityt 
which brought him into the fupreme executive council, 
the Convention, and frequently into the AiTembiy 
of the (iate for Wafhington County, before that part of 
it where he refides was included in Allegany county, 
and it was. to that part of Allegany, which was taken 
from WaChington, to which the violencescoinmitted in 
it were confined. 

K 
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The coqiQ^itcee of » confierees. who met with the 
Prefident's commiffioneTS at Pitt(burgh, of whom we 

(hall hear further prefently, Hated this prejudice againft 
the ofjicejr, as a caufe of the oppolition, and the de- 
claration that Miller made of hi$ own feelings is a proof 
that refentment prevailed over every other couli*-' 
deration. It is aiieitcd that he laid ihai he felt him- 
felf mad with paflion, that be thought having to pay 
250 Dollars and attend the court of Philadelphia would 
ruin him : Tiiat he felt his blood boil at feeing general 
Nevil aiong to pilot the officer to his very door : Tl;at 
he had been as much againft the excife law as any body» 
^ ivhen old Graham, the excife man was feized, had bis 
hair cut, &c. he had heard general Nevil fey they ought 
to have cut the ears (;f the old rafcal, and when the 
d'diliers were fined he talked as much againft it as any 
body, and thofe feelings were not peculiar to him 
alone, thsv were general in ih;n part of the country. 

I wouid wUiin-,.y have avoided thjs digrefiTion if I 
could have done juiUce to the caufe without it, but aa 
t undertake to develi>pe the caufes which promoted, 
I me Jircuin'lan es wiiich chara *lerifed, the firll po- 
[puiiir tumuits whicU aianned and threatened toconvulfe 
the laoft extenlive federal T«public on which the fun 
iia e er (hone, and which o^Gafioned the equipment 
an i marching of the firft formidabie militia army raif- 
.ed ut der the ledeial goverr ment, and the firll initanccs 
of brother being called to. fight with broth^p^ or of 
'of an ai uy of 15,000 men being aiarched*om two 
10 four Ivmdred miles, in order to afliii the marihal of 
the di^tri^t to felze and trapfport a few perlbos 
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CO a prifon, in order to Aand a trial above three hun- 
dred miles from their place of relidence ; every ftep 

taken in this important crifis w II be of importance 10 
pofterity, and improved by them eiiher as precedtmrs 
to be imitated or miftakes to be avoided. ' The firft 
caufes which have led to, or impelled, (he moil alarm* 
ing events in fociety, have too generally been over- 
looked in hiitory. Tbefe, however, are of the greats 
eft importance to be known, becaufe t>y an early at* 
cention ro them greats mifphiefc might be preveuted at 
^ Imaii expence. 
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T H E marftal "returned frbm Miller**^ 

to PittfbuTgb, and the infpedor went to his own houfo 
foaie miles diilant from Miller's. On the fame dav the 
Mingo creek regiment rendezvoufed in order to form 
a felc(fl corps of militia, as their quota of the 8o»ooo 
men required by Congrefs. In the evening before 
tbiey parted^ they received information of the infpec^ 
tor having been vith the marihal at Miilei^s ferving 
writs, and o\ his i^aving been chafed avvavfrom there. 
Eariy next morning John iiolcroft, the reputed author 
of 1 om Tinker's letters, and about thirty-fix others, 
moll of whom bad been at the militia rendezvous^ 
with arms in their hands, appeared at the houfe of the 
infpedcr ; on being aiked by him what their buiineis 
was, and anfwering in a (ufpicious manner, they were, 
without further provocation, fired on from the houfe, 
and after returning the fire, they were fired on by the 
siegro^s from the adjoining buildings. Being thus UQ* 
C9tpe£^edl^ attacked in flank they retired* having fix 
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^grounded, one of them fnortaU^i the infpc<f^0Ts fo- 
mily received no injury ; he had betn spprifed, fome^ 

time before the ariivai of the marftal, oi an attack 
being meditated againil him by iomc members oi the 
Mingo creek airociation» and prepared to repel it by 
letting thick plank againft the windows^ and by pro^ 
curing a fufficient number of arms to put the negroes 
in a ilate of defence* This was not known to the 
a(r<iilant$« 

Some of the circumftances relating to this tranfac**' 
tion, have been differently ftated* by f he late fecretary 
md others. The number of the rioters has been 
called about one hundred^ and they are charged with 
having commenced the attack. They did ncl, how- 
ever, exceed thirty-fix and it iias been proved on oath- 
before the circuit court, that the infpe<5tor began the 
attack before any outrage had been attempted by HoU 

croU'h parrv. No doubt he hud real on to iarpe(51 that 
tbeir deiign was to compel him to iurrender his papers 
and refign his commifiion« He had been warned of 
fuch a defign, and it was probably only accelerated by 
• his aflTilling at ferving the writs, and perhaps ccndufl- 
ed by other hands. Unfortunately, however, it did 
not end here. That refentment which formerly dif<^ 
covered itfelf by cafiial exceflTes in which comparativel)^ 
few were engaged, and thofe few generally perfons of 
violent paflions and little difcretion, new affumed the 
tone of unreflei^ing madnefs^. and drew into its vortex- 
many perfons of good morals, and who ufually difco- 
yered a refptLtable meafure of difcreticn in aii-their 
d^glii^g§ ^s men aa4 citizetis« ' . { 
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• By tbe mortificatioQ of tbe defeat, and bv thtHone 

•f refentment kindled by one of HolcrolVs partv being 
killed, and io many wounded, all regard tor confer 
fuencca was fwallowedupby this paffions of the mo^ 
iBi^ot. and ttncaDimon exertions ^ere made chat night 16 
prepare tor accompljfhing their objed next d^v. The 
ticinity of the Mingo creek alTociacion which included a 
large proportion of that regiment,; contribute greattf 
to their fuccefs ; by means of that aifociation they 
were prepared like a difciplined pbaianx to adi 
X with vigour agreeably lo whatever diretiion they took, 
«nd were as a centre for others to rally round. It M ' 
generally agreed that next morning not left than 5o<^ 
men moftly armed, rendezvoufed at Couche's tort^ 
% few miles from the mfpevlor's houie. Many at- 
tended foiely becauie they had not firmM& ftilficiefit' 
torefufc. 

While they were deliberating what was beft to be 
done, the reverend Mr. Clark, a venerable and ^ery 
old clergyman, expoflnlated with them on the iiKpro^* 
priety of their enterprife, and ufcd his utmofl endea- 
vours to diiiuade them from it ; but they confidered his 
ftmiments to proceed from the cold caution andtiml>- 
dity naturally attendant on extreme nge ; and looking on 
him, perhaps, to be in his dutage, and unfit to advile m 
not fuited to his time of life, they unfortu- 
nately defpifed his counfel, and fu^eredihemfelveslo 

carried on by the {lurricahe of thleir irrliitedafid 
blind paiHons. 

From Couche's fort they marched to theinfpe^flor'a 
llQufe, They ele^ed a committee frf* three to fuper« 
intend ^e enterprife ; the committee appointed ma- 
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jor M' Farlane tocommand the party, fnbje(f^ however 
to its direction. The orders were to demand aod 
obcaiQ the infpe(5^or's comoiiffion and papers, and 
•<0^ offer no violence to liis perfon, family or property* 
farther than would be abfoiutely neceflary fpr accom*' 
piitiiiug this objed. The horfes were left under t 
guard in the woods, and the committee took their (eat 
on an eminence at louiC diUance from the infpedor'a 
houle. 

Major Kirkpatrick, with a detachment of eleven men 
from the garrifon at Pittfburgh, bad arrived that mor« 

naig to alTirt the Inlpeclor, who v;hen iiiforraed of the 
force that was coming againCl him thought it prudent 
to withdraw to a place of concealment, and not having 
a pTofpet^ of defending the houfe left ii in charge of 
his kinfnnian Kukijainck, wuhdire<5^ions to make acnpi- 
tulation in favour of the property if practicable, if not 
Id defend it as long as pr Ilible. 

'When Major M* Farlane with the aHallants ap^ 
proached tliehoufe,a fiagwasfent from the Committee 
to demand of the infpeclor to deliver up his papers. 
On anfwer being returned ihat the infpeAor had left 
the houfe, a fecond flag was ic:ir, and demand made 
that fix pcrions Ihould be aduiiited into the houfe to 
fearckfor bis papers,and take them. This demand bow* 
ever ivas abfoluteiy refafed* Notice was then given 
•by a third liag, for the rnillrefsof the family and luch 
otlier females as were in the houle to withdraw, which 
being done the firing commenced. About fifteen 
minutes^ after a call was heard from! the houfe, and 
thofe within cealed firing ; upon which major M' Far- 
iaae iVepping from behind a tree^ and commanding 
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nis paity to defift from firing, received a deadly 
Ihot froni the houfe and inrtantiy expired. The afl'ai- 
^ laots believing that the ceflation of firing in the hcufe 
and the call from ir, was a feint to put tbem off their 
guard, siidihat Farlane was killed byaftiotaimed at 
him in time ot parley, concluded that he was murde- 
red, and becoming exceedingly enxaged, renewed the 
firing with great vigour* While a mefTage was fent 
to ihc Committee to enquire whether the houfe (hould 
be florined, a man without any orders let fire to fome 
draw in the barn, which cummunicated the flame t6 
the whole building, and foon extended itfelf to the ad- 
jacent buildings. Tlie intenie heat and danger ot the 
flams immediately communicating to the dwelling houfe, 
obliged Major Kirkpatrick and his party to furrender^ 
and ihey were received and difoiifled without inju- 

When it is confidercd that the aiTa i la nts believed 
that their leader was (hot with defign by Major Kirk-> 
patrick himfelf, and that they difmifled him and his 
paiiy wiihout injury, it mud beadmirted that notwith- 
flanding they Were enraged to a degree of madnefs, 
they difcovered no inclination fot wantonly (bedding 
blood. Kirkpatrick and M* Farlane had been both 
officers through the whole courfe of the late war with 
Great Brilain* What a pity, that thofe who had 
fought together in fo good a caiife (bould have had the 
misrcrtunc, the one to fhed the oiher's blocdia a cai.fc 
fo ill judged and fo indifcreetiy conducted. I never 
faw M' Farkne fo as to know him, but I had long 
heard him fpoken of as a well-behaved refpedable citi- 
zen, who had made an independent fortune bf honclt 
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iniuftry, and I cannoi find that he was ever concerned 
in any other outrage before thts day which to him was 
fatal. 'y 

i^Iar.y incidents relative to this unliappy anair have 
been very ditierenily repiefented. Hc»u ever they are »ot 
very importat^t : but it .will read iiybie obfervedthatin one 
particular of fo'me importance, I haVecontradi<5led the re^ 
port(u ihc laie fecretai y. Wlien the aifailants JeiiKUuleu 
the Inlpedor spapers, hcaifertsihat ihey wereaniwered, 
that they might fend perfons to fearcb the hpufe, and 
to take away whatever papers theycould find appertairu- 
jine to hisoiiice. But not latibikd with this iliey iniiiied 
linconditiOnally, that the armed men, who wer^. in. the 
houfe for its. defence, (bould march out and ground 
their arms, which Major Kirkpatrick pereniptoriiy refu- 
fed, confidering it, and reprefenting it to iliem, as a 
proof of a defign to dedroy the property. This refufai 
put an end to the parly* However what I have lUted 
is the truth, conhuiita oy loleini] teftimchy taken be- 
fore the circuit court* and thetruthor fallehocdof this 
fad was what in a great meafure didinguiihed^ the 
cfaara^erand marked the aggravation of the crime.' As 
ftateJ by the fecretarv, it was their obje<fl to treat the 
deUcboienf of ;he Federal troops as enemies in a Hate 
of war, .and to treat the houfe as a garrifon which they 
had a right to plunder or not, as they fawcaufe. If this 
Was true, it was a rebeilion in lorm, and conflituied une- 
qui vocally the crime of treafon. If his ftatement was 
not true, it was only a riot of the fame nature of thofe 
attacksformerlymadeon Wells and others,.cnly Ui. 
ing in force. Though his account of it is ceriaiaiy 
faiiaciouSf yet k was on the fuppofed validity of it 
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that the alToclate judge gave the certificate preparatory 
to calling out an army, and occaiioned the offence to 

be tf ied on a charge of trcafon. 

The houfe of the infpe<5lor was burned, and befides 
his furniture, which was valuable, a dumber of Certi*, 
ficates and other papers of importance to a large 
amount, were alfo confumed. The certificates, how- 
ever, being loaned and regiflered, were not loft. It 
was a pity, thai as he was warned of the danger and had 
early prepared for defence, he did not think of re- 
moving his own private papers^ Major Kirkpatrick 
had been a brave and experienced officer, but fur^ly a 
defperate defence, without even a chance of fuceefe, 
and with the certain deftruflion of much valuable pro- 
perty, can be intitled to no other epithet than raihnefs. 
True bravery is always conneded with prudence. 
The marflial, and colonel Prefsly Nevil, fon of the 
infpeflor, came up juR after the houfe was burned. 
There is reafon to preiume that if colonel Ncvile had 
arrived in time, he would have faved the property, by 
agreeing to the terms of the aflailants, agreeably to 
the inHnK^ ions of his father, which major Kirkpa- 
trick difregardjBd. The marfhal mufl have beet^ con- 
vinced that he was in jeopardy before, by bein^ in 
company with the infpeAor ; his putting himfelf in 
evident jeopardy again, when he had no writs to fervc 
nor means of fupprefling the riot, may fpeak in favour 
of his courage and the goodnefs of his heart, but not 
of his prudence ; he and colonel Nevil were difmifl^ 
ed without injury, but not without difficulty and rilk. 

It is to be regretted, that citizens of good moral 
chaxaAer and difcretion Ihould have engaged in fuch 
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a criminal enterpiife ; yet fome good arofeout of thii 

circumftance. If it had not been for fuch charadlers 
being embarked with tbpfe of anotber defcription, un- 
doubtedly much more blood would have been ihed* 
Tbere were feveral, who expreffed an intention of 
killing major Kirkpatrick, and who threaieued colonel 
Nevil and the marQial ; but ther^ was on tbisi and all 
othpr occadons through the infurredion fo many 
men of difcretibn as prevented any perfon from being 
killed or maimed by the infurgents, except the (^w 
that were wounded at the attack on Nevii's houfe. 

Before they parted, probably at the funeral of ma- 
jor M'Parlane, they appointed a meeting to be held at 
Mingo creek. This meeting was compoled ut a num- 
ber of thofe who had been at the infpedor's houfe, 
fome others in the vicinity, who hadrefufed to join in 
that nKafure, and a few individuals from Fittfburgh 
and thole garts of Fayette county which iay Hioft con- 
tiguous* At this meeting MeflVs. Bradford* Marlhal, 
Cook, and Brackenridge, wbofe names became fo con- 
fpicuous afterwards, appeared publicly, forthe firft 
time, on the itage. It appears that Bradford and 
Marihal were confultcd at the town of Waftiington, 
previous to the fecpnd attack on I^evirs houfe, and it is 
faid that at firft they declined having any thing to do 
with it ; but having onc.§ confented they were after- 
wards con&dered as leaders. ^ this meeting Bradford, 
In a violent and lengthy harangue, openly advocated 
what had been done, urged the propriety and neceiii- 
ty of unanimity in making it a common cauie, kc. 

Martha^! endeavoured to' change the (laie of the; quef- 
%\on into an enquiry, what wis beft lo he done, in 
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preference to deciding on ihe merits of what had been 
done. 

Brackenri^ge^ in a fpeech of confidetable length, 
drew their attention by amufing them arid feeming to 

countenance their condud ; but before he concluded 
he ventured to fu^^geil, chat ibough what they had done 
might be mbraily right, yet it was legally wrongs and 
fiiggefted the propriety of their confulting their fellow 
citizens in the olUcr pails ot [he furvey, and in ihe iiicaii 
time of their lending commjfliouers to the Pielident, 
fie endeavoured to conyince them of the bad policy 
of having thofe that had not been engaged in the attack 
on the iiiipe(ftor involved, becaufe in that cafe they 
could not ad asmediators for thofe whov/ere obnoxioux 
The meeting was divided in opinion about the fenti* 
ments he> exprelTed ; fothe thought he was warm in the 
caule, but the more violent were oriende l : It was 
piealing, however, to thofe who, like himfelf, wcrtf 
not yet involved. He had been fent for by fome of 
the leaders, but declined cciniiig till he was ad\^ifed to 
it by coionei ISevil, who airilted in procuring others 
to accompany him, to be wittied'es of his condu<fl. 

He retired before thp meeting refolved on any mea-1 ' 

...... 

1 he only peafure agree4 on before the meeting 
broke up was, to call a meeting of the fom counties, 
which they publiflied in the following words. ** By 

*' a rclpcctable number of citizen.*;, who met on Wed- 
nefday the S^dinllant, (July,) at the mecting-houfe 
** on Mingo creek» it is recommended to the town- 
" {hips of the four wefiern counties of Pennfylvania, 
*' and the neighbouring touuiies of Virginia, to meet^ 
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t' and chocle, not more than five, nor leis than two, 
leprefcntatjves, to meet at Paikifon' , ferry, on the 
Monongahela, on Tburfday the 14th day of Auguft 
next, to take inio con(ideratt«a the fituation of fbo 
uellern coiuitry.** 
Tiiough this was moved for by the well difpofe^* 
9nd cautioufly worded by the chairman and fecretary, 
and deligned by them as a means of topping the difor- 
der, and procurhig an amnefly for the guilty, yet that 
it was deiigned to be ufed by Biadioicdand fome others, 
to draw the whole weftern counties of Pennfylvania 
and Virginia into the vortex of iuiurreciiuii, is evident 
I'rom their fubfequenc condudl. 

Though no other plan was propofed at the meeting, 
it was but a few days until Bradford, who now aflTumed 
the dire<5lion of tfie bufinefs, piamied and procured 
the execution ot another enterprile, which, though not 
fo formidable as that already atchieved, was equally aqi 
outrage on the laws and alarming to government. I( 
was the robbing of the weliern mail. This plan was 
executed three days after the mseiing^ on the po(l-road, 
about ten miles from Greenfburgh, and twenty two 
from Pittfburgh, by a namef.^ke and near relation of 
Bradford's and a man named Mitchel, both from Wafli- 
ington county. It is not certain that any but himfelf 
were concerned m laying the plan, but it was only two 
days after the mailwa robbed tl ai Bradford and others 
went to Canonnjurgh, levt n nules from Wadiington, 
with the Wall.ingtcn and Pitrfburgh mail in their fad* 
die bags. When they opened the mails, ths>t from 
Waliiinf^ion con:aiiied no leircis cn the rr.eafuic:: 
had been puiiacd ; but the i'lttfburgh mail contained 
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letters from general Gibfon, colonel Nevil, Mr. Bryion^ 

and Mn Day which gave greai: offence. They contaip- 
ed a (latement of the attack on Nevil's houie, and 
the fentime nt^ expreffed by Bradford at the Mingo 
meeting. Thefe were taken out, and the reft put up 
carefully,' to be returned id FinQyAieJn. 

Though thefe letters contained little elfe than a 
ilate of the fads as they veaily happened, they were 
made the ^n^ine of bringing about thp Braddock's field 

At Cgijijonrburgh the following circular letter was 
agreed upon, and direded to the militia officers in 
the fame manner as an order would have ifliied from 

the proper atithority, i^ndvvas in feveral regiments as 
promptly obeyed. By fuch olhcers as wilhed topromofe • 
the meafure ^he people were called on as for a ufu^i 
tour of militia duty, without bcinginformcd of the con- 
tents of the circular letter which is as follows : 
"Sir. 

" Having had fufpicions that the Pitlfburgh poft 

^ would cai ry with \}\m the fentiments of feme of the. 
people in the country, refpecling our preient alarmiiig 
fituation; and the iettessby the poil being now in 
our pofleflion, by which certain fecrets arc difcovered, 

- holbie to our intered, it is lliciciuie now coiiie to 
thai crilis, that every citizen mult exprefs his 
fentiments not by his words but his adlons. You are 

. then called on, as a citizen of the weftern country, to 
render your perfonal r-vvice, with as many volunteers 
as you can ruiie, to rendezvous at your ufuai place ♦ 
meeting, on V/ednefday next ; and from thence you 
will march r.o the ufual place of rendezvous at Brad* 
doci'sfield, cr* the Mor.sUijahcia, on Friday thefirlldayof 
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Augufi next, to be there at two o'clock in the after* 
noon, with arms and accoutreiDents in good order. If 

any volunteers (hoLiid want aiajbaiidammuiiiuou, bring 
ihetn forward, and they iliall be fupplied afl well as 
polTible. Here, fir, is an expedition propofed , in which, 
you will have an opportunity of difplaying yourmiliia-* 
ry talents, and of lendering fervice to your country; 
four days proviliou will be wanted, iet the men be 
thus fupplied. " 

This general order wasfigned /. Canon^ S. Parkifon 
D. Bradford^ J. F^Uon^ I". Speers^ L Locbry^ 
7. MafJbaL 

Colonel Marfliai had been an early fettler in the 

weftern coiniLks, and a ufeful citizen, during ^the 
courfe of the late war with Britain, and the territorial 
controverfy with Virginia. He was fuccel&vely, Regif* 
(er. High Sheriff, member of the ratifying convention^ 
of the legjflature, county lieutenant, and agsin regiftcr 
in VVafljington County ; and was refpedable for the 
difcretion he difcovered in the difcharge of the duties 
ofiherefpe<flive offices he filled. In the ratifying con- 
vention, he voted in favour of amendments previous 
to ratification, but refufed to fign the reafons of the 
minority. Moderation was (bought to have been a lea- 
ding trait in his charadler. He is an indurtrious man, 
and pofleflfes property to a large amount. From thefe 
circumflances, the part he took in the infurreiflion was 
truly furprifing. He bad come from the north of 
Ireland in his youth. 

Bradford had been deputy of tlie attorney general 
of the ftate, from the time that Wafhington had been 
ered^cd into a feparate county. He wasoriginally from 
Maryland, where he (liidiediaw, and had been a member 
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cf the Virginia AfTemMv, ben. re the IctiliTiicnt of 
the boundary line of the ilate, r.:: 1 tlill practiled law 
in fome of the courts of that flate. He ha-i favoured the 
plan of forming anew ftate. At the time of the adoption 
of the federal governuienr, he was one of its moH zea- 
lous advocates in ihat country. 

Parkifon, a Pennfylvanian by l)irth, has always re- 
iided in that flate. He alfo was a federaliji, and had fup- 
ported general Nevil's interell formerly, as repuied 
a good citizen^ a man of influence in his neigh- 
bourhood; had been ajuflice of the peace before the 
rc 'il;o:i of the condituiion of the flate, was prelident 
of the Ming o creek aflc ciaticn, and one of the com- 
mittee who fuperintended the operations in the attacJs 
on Ncvirs houfe. 

C:,:ion was from Chefler conhtv in Pennfylvaniai 
liad longbeenarefpeciabie citizen louihof the Mohon- 
gahela, lived in the town called by his name, had 
attached hjtnfelf to the government of Virginia, and fa- 
voured the idea of a new Aate. lie was afterwards a 
member of the legidature, and was an early advo'-ate 
for' the federal conilitution, and a fupporter of general. 
Nevil's intereft in that country. 

Fulton was from Maryland ; he was not only a 
federalift, but an open advocate of the excile law, indeed 
the moft openly fo, of any I have met within theweftern 
counties, and an avowed friend of the Infpeclor. lie 
kept a large diUillery, and expe<5led by the operation 
of the excife law to have a coniiderable advantage over 
the fniall diftiUers. He had alfo ere<5led a brewery. I 
have never been able to account for the inconiiiiciicy 
of his condud. 
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1 know little of Speers or Lochry. The lad was 
lately fromCheDer county and attended Col. Marthars 

mill. He perhaps (igned without reflecting what he was 
doing. The other bad lived ieverai years at Canouf- 
burgh and kept fiore ; he might have been aAive at 
this time « but I prefumehe was not very influential. 

There were but three days from the date of the 
orders to circulate the information and prepare for 
the rendezvous. Great exertions were made however 
in communicating the circular letters, and though ma- 
ny u ho probably wifhed to fupprefs them durll not, 
there were lorae who did keep them fecret, and fome 
clergymen and others in the fouth of VVaQiingtoh 
county were aftive and ftccefsful with their neigh- 
bours in dilTuading them from going. What h;id alrea- 
dy taken place was aggravated and mifrepre Tented, more 
were laid to have been killed and wounded than really 
were, men's minds were in a flate of conRernation and 
ftifpenfe, and the ambiguous manner in which the cir- 
cular orders were written excited menwhofe minds 
Were already agitated to expeA that fome wonderful dif- 
covery had been made, and that fome great event was 
about to take place. 

In this interval three men from the town of 
WaOiington undertook to carry the mail back to Pittf* 
burgh. Under cover of this errand thev correfponded 
with a committee of the town, informed it of the mea- 
fures that were purfuing, and particularly of the de- 
ligns of Bradford and his friends againfl the perfons in 
Pittfburgh, who had written to Philadelphia, a dale- 
ment of the prefent fituation of the country, and of 

the danger the town might be expofed to on the^r ac« 

M 
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count. They alfo affured the committeethdi a number 
of we!! difpofed men would mix with the others to 
attend the rendezvous atBraddock's ncid, in order to 
have the better opportunity of preventing excefles. 
Three of the perfons, who had written thelettcrs, and 
who hnd it in their power to retire for feme time wirh- 
ciit much iiiccnvcniency, aud who of their own accord 
were difpofed to do fo, agreed to liibmicto ths form of 
an expiiJdon by the committee. 

On the d.ix of rendezvous it was fuppofed, that 
a mixed multitude, net much ihort of fevenihoufandi 
appeared on the ground. But from examining the po- 
puiaticn of the couritry from which they were collec- 
ted, it is not probable that their number was near fo 
grrar. Many of thofe who didattend were without arms, 
^rvrviil field oBiccrs in the vicinity of Braddcck's field 
r. » ended, u ithas many of their friends as they could 
coiie;5:< to be prepared to prevent excelfes, and fave 
rirrtlin j.h if it Ihould be in danger, and ftroe of the 
held rfiicers of the moll loiniidable and warlike corps 
who aitended are known to have been well difpofed 
to peace and order. 

The gieatell number was from Wafhington coun- 
ty, but lhou.i;h ihofe from the Regiment about tlic 
town of V/jfliington came in force, with the general • 
of the county and thesr colonel at th^ir head, yet it 
is rotoiious that gcncial Taylor and colonel Stokely 
were unifornily oppofed to the whole fyiiem of out<- 
lage and refinance. Colonel Hamilton of th^ Mingo 
creek Battalion was alfo oppofed to it, arid when he 
heard of ihe orders of march coming to his Regiment, ^ 
though he had net feen them himfeiff he rode with all 
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pollible fpeed to the county town to countermand 
. them, but too late to have eifed. Every ihingwat cori- 
dndted with si rapidity ch^rad^eriftic of the ind ^cretion 
that governed ihe conduclois ut the meafures. General 
Wilkin with a great many others of his Allegany coun- 
ty Brigade were well difpeCcd. ^ 7 his was particular! jr 
the cafe with colonel Patterfon, and colonel Nair 
and their friends, anci alfo with the principal part of 
the citizens from Pittlburgh. There v/as but one 
Major and a company of about 60 men from WeiU 
moreiand county, \vbo appealed in a Hate of prepara- 
tion according to the orders. I'he Major is faid to have 
dif(;overed a warlike djlpofition. Many however from 
the two adjacent townlhipsin Weit noreiand county went 
U> be fpe<5lators of what was carrying on andenci ea- 
fed the croud. Some of thefci might have goiie with a bad 
4iipoiition, and fome might have caught the infection 
when they were tbete. I have not - howev er heard of 
any remark made on Lheconducl of any of them, excepi: 
the Major 10 whom I have ailuded. I am certain liie 
qolopel and majors of cl^e neareil Weilnso^eland B:t- 
talion were well difpoied. There were not more than 
tiveive men Ir'^m Favette couniy ai Braddock's field. 
The orders had been lent to colonel Cock, vvdio con- 
cealed them from his moll intimate neighbours, aQd 
went alone to endeavour by his I'dvice to prevent ex- 
%e(les. The few Olivers hoiu lhat cuuuty had been infor- 
med of the meeting by rumor. 

Colonel Cockrefiding m the neareft part of Fay- 
ette to Mingo cree*!c had attended that meeting with rhe 
fame view. He was cha.rman theie arid at a ruimbei of 
lite Xubfet|uent meet trigs. He had been Member of tliQ 

^ t • i « 
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firfl: convention of Pennfylv^inja, and was judge of 
the court of Wedmoreland^ and lieutenant of that 
county till Fayette county was credled, of which he is 
now an allociate judge. Being an elderly* and eliecmed 
a diicreet man he is generally made chairman in all 
meetings of which h^ i& a member. He has rarely 
been known to pafs the bounds of diff^tetion if we except 
in the ardour of hi^ zeai for the adoption of the Federal 
governmeii!:, he was proporlionably mortified at the 
excife law and fome meafures that led toit being en^dl- 
ed by that government, but had no hand in the oppofi- 
tion made to the excife, and put himfelf into fuXpe^ed 
iituations in order to redore order. J le being generally 
known through Pennfylvania was much fpokenagaind^ 
l ie went to Philadelphia and entered into recognizance, 
but there was nocaufe of adion found againii him. His 
having been chairman in ail meetings and committees 
oonne(5)ed with the ii^furret^^oii, is (he reafon ef this 
digreflTion. 

Bradford reviewed the troops on the ground, and 
is {aid to have aiTumedthe powers and ^o have received 
the honours of Major-gene^aU 7 here is no doubt but 

that he received every honour that could be conferred. 
The infatuated dilorganizers iioiifed him, and ihofe 
who held him in contempt, and lookedofi the meafure& 
with horror, were many pf them themofl; obfequious in 
their attenuons to him. They believed that at that 
mome'^iC expullion or even more fsveie punifliment 
depended on his will. His denunciation ot cowards 
and tra tors, and holding up Roberfpiere's fyQem of 
terror for i nltation at the Mingo creek meeting, was 
well kn9wn to th m, and fpread a temporary panic. 
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A committee was apointed at the reridezvfims, who 

refolved that general Gibfon and colonel Nevil (hould 
be expelled, and authorifed the Pkirburgb CQinmittee ' 
to put this ref )lutlon into execution. It was refolved 
that the arnoy, 9s it was ^:alled, fhould march to Pittf- 
burgh. On this occarion the people of Pittfburgh 
went forward to prepare fpr giving thf m the rooft hof* 
pitabie reception in their power, thftt they might pafa 
through it with good huinour. Bradford alfo feat to 
the commandant of the garnfon to intorm hiQi that no 
harm was intended, an4 to requciil being permitted to 
pafs peaceably. They marched in, however, by the 
Monongahela road which did not lead to the garnfon, 
and being furqilhed w;th refreflimenis m Pittfburgh 
by the towns-people, they crofied the Monongahela 
>vilhout giving any difturbance. . 

After crofTing t!ie river manv returned to their 
bomes, and thefe were no doubt the nioft orderly. A 
great number of the well difpofed people i^ad previoudy 
gone to their homes from Braddoc^'s field. A rnrni- 
ber, however, ftayed over night near Pittfburgh, and 
in the night burned a fmali barn, the property of maf« 
jorKirl^patr!cJ:,.with the grain it contained, which was 
then the property of a tenant. They attempted alfo 
to burn the dwelling houf<5, but were preveiKed by the 
mterpoiitipn of joionel HamiUon,S;c. whowithdifficulty 
laved it. About the fame time, a party who had parted 
from the ni:nn body and leiiic^jned in Pittfburgh, nt- 
tempted to burn Kirkpairick's dwelling houfe in the 
town, bat were prevented by the interpofition of 
colonel Conk, and a broHier of major AI'Fariane, who 
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had been kiilcdt - alQfied by the addre& of Mr. Bracl(^ 

cnridpe. 

II will naturally be enquired what was the objecl of 
this mighty rende^vou^ of men. Nothing appears to 
Jiave been done or attempted by thofe who direded it* 
but ordering two more of the citizens of Pittfburgh tp 
be expelled. This might ha\'c been as well accom- 
pliihed by fending a deputation to Pittiburgh to deiire 
thacitihould be done. However hardit might have 
appeared to require it, the men would have been wife 
enough to have gone out of the way themfelves till 
times had altered. To underiland this we muil go 
back to the private meeting at Canonfburgh. It had 
been there agreed upon to attack the garrifon at Pittf« 
burgh, andleize thearms and ammunition tor theii owa 
defence. They coniideted the condudl of Congrefs 
in feizing the BritHh pofls, arms, &c. while they re* 
mained colonies, pet.tioning the throne, acknowledg- 
Jng their dependance on it, and endeavouring to have 
their juft grounds of complaint removed, to be a pre- 
cedent perfectly apph'cabie to their cafe. It was in 
ponfcquencq of this deiermi nation that the rendezvous 
was ordered, but the objed was kept fecret ; there 
were fome prefent who didented. 

Thus an enterprife of a mod daring nature was 
determined on during an hour or two fpent in a tavern, 
by men unauthorifed even by thofe who had already 
tendered themfelves obnoxious; for thofe men were 
not delegated, and not mere than two of them had 
been perfonaiiy engaged in the attack on the inlpedlor's * 
houfe. Not only to determine on luch a daring and dan* 
gerous enterprife, but to endeavour to draw the whole 
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people of«hc weftern counties into the execution of it^ 

blindfolded, was Tiich an inconfiderate meafure as lam 
ac a iols tor words to exprels ?nv ft niiments of.; but I 
have no doubt chat long before this time their own re* 
fie^tions have puintcd the impropriety of their con- 
dncl on tlicir own minds, incoiours more glowing than 
can be reprefented by language. 

' Ic was not thus that the revolutionary conteft was 
(Commenced. There wa5 not only the (low delibera* 
tion of the wifeli men leiected from every colony, 
but of the mod difcreet men in every county and 
loHrnfbip, and the magnitude of the objed was fet be-i^ 
fore the people in ilic moft remote (ituations, bclore 
they were drawn into the arduous conteih May thecon* 
dud of the CanonrbuTgh comihittee be an example to 
deter from fueh rafli and impetuous proceedings I 

When colonel Hamilton, and lunie others, had dif- 
Covered the defign of attacking thegarrifon, and per* 
fuilded Bradford and Marihal to countermand the or« 
ders, he told them that the aniis were for an expcdi- 
tion againft the Indians under general Scott. Brad- 
fbtd, without even confulting MarQial or anfwering t 
word to Hamilton, wrote the countermand, and hand- 
ing it to HLuniiLuii diked him if that would do. He 
iuferted in a poillcript what he had been told of Scott's 
l^pedition as a reafon of the countermand ; this firft 
brought the defign of the rendezvous to h'gin ; but ic 
feems it v;as now given up ; but the rendezvous being 
carried on, fome who attended ilill believed that td 
have been the objed of it, till they were convinced of 
its being laid ahdie by the event. AlaiPiiai will^ed to 
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have Countennatidei ihe orders Toou aUcr ihey were 
iflued. 

Bradford promifed Hamilton and others to adviie 
the itiilitia, who met at Wafliington, not to march to 

Braddock's field. They were convened in the court- 
houfe, and Meff« Rofs and Stokeiy addrefied ihera with 
the moH poiverftti reafonSf to difluade them from proceed* 
ing further. Bradford notwithftanding his agreement 
to the contrary, addrtlTed them with vehea^ent decla- 
mation in favour of proceeding. They- had iiflened 
attentively to the firll fpeakers, but appeared to be fo 
influenced by Bradford's fpe&ch, that when Maithal rofe 
after him to offer fome reaions again (1 proceeding, he 
could not be heard, and that night bis houfe was tarred 
and feathered This exprellion of refentment fe^ms 
to have been tlie rcciiuii of his proceeding farther iu 
that courfe^ fiom which he feerned defirous cf retreat- 
ing ; from this and fome other iuHances it appears he^ 
was not fo much a leader, as he was led by Bradford^ 
and pulhed forward by uis dread oi Liiofe, whule raea- 
fures he had at firil incoufideiately countenanced. 

This was the only open attempt that was made to 
addrefs the people who were colleded by the circular 
letter, and if it had not been for Bradford the atteinpi 
Would have been fuccefsUd. It was with great difficult 
ty they were got to parade for the march after le<Kving 
thecourt houfe ; few but young men and boys appeared 
willing ; but it was not thought proper they (hould go 
slone, and if any marched it had been agreed among 
the moderate people that they would go in company^ 
Coicnei Stokeiy, tjiou^ii he Iiad openly oppofed the 

% 
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nieaH-ire, put bimfplf at the head o( h's Tegimf nc< 
Mf. Rofs the fenaroi, e nerai Tayior and others who 
i^erc equally oppofed to the tiieafures went alio, 

I have iieeti the more particular le'ating the 
rendezvous at Braddock's fi'^ld, as ir \ ad the moil lor- 
midable afpe^fl, and approached nearell to thedefcnp- 
tion ot a combination agatnft the governm nt, of any 
ihOarcethat Happened during the diforders ; vet when 
rxaminf*d, it doe? n >t prove to be a com "on lat if n of 
the people of any county, bat of iix men in a tavern^ 
who wiihed, probably, to inflame the people into a 
combination, which, however, did n< t take p'ace. For 
there appears lo have been no plan laid, nor combaia- 
tion entered into, at the rendezvous. Ordering the 
expuillon of the tivo men and directing the march to 
Pittfbiirgh, was condiided by a committee compoled 
in paitof very orderly well dilpoicd aien, who thought 
it imprudent to objcdl to any meafurc dilated by 
Bradford, whofe tertor was aided by the occa&onal in- 
tci.erence (■{ lome tle'ncra'e ukh uho uere not of 
the ccnniDittee, Tiie march to PiCtiburgh, and the 
^xpulfioni though veiy difagreeable to the committee 
fhembers from Piitfburgh, was jg* eed to even by them« 
't^o man ever comn.aaucJ an aiiiiy, ib great a propor- 
tion of which were traitors to the caufe, nor had luch 
a deference paid to him with lo iittie lincerity, as 
Bradford, on this occafion. 

Though this ioim>dable j aiace made an a.'ion'dh* 
jng noifeand appearance, it vaa^ihed iii i aOKc like a 
rocket, and left no trace of its iianladions I ^e hind, 
except the march to Pjliflbm ^h, for the pole of pa- 
rade 9 yet its eitecls weie uuuuuutcd.y more j^eiiiici' 
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ous than ihol'e which were produced by any preceding^ 
excefs. Till now the flame had been confined to a 
fmall fpace ; but from this it fpread to a diftance. The 
COunteiiance given to the rendezvous and the acquief^ 
cence in Bradford's mealures, apparent in llie condudt 
of judges^ attornie8» the fenator of Congrefs, and other 
refpeif^able citizens, including the whole of the magif- 
iiates, other olficers, and merchants, of Pittfourgh, the 
motives tot which v^ere not underftood« gave tlie ap- 
pearance- of unanimity in the caufct and inconfiderate 
people in other places became aChamed that they had 
done nothing. It had been reported from the Mingo 
meeting, that Bradford and Brackenridge had pledged 
their lives and fortunes for the lawfulnefs and fuccefs 
of the in ea fa res ; their legal abilities were extolled by 
infatuated people at the time, and it was believed that 
under their diredion the plans muft be well laid, and 
judicioufly condu(fled, and the qocnienance given at 
Braddoi k's field by fo many men of iuuiid juJt^iiient 
and refpeclable character was eileemed an mfallibie 
left of the goodnefs of the cauie. However neceflaiy 
this temporizing condud was on the occafion, it had a 
very bad cifec^'t on the country at large. It wa:^ believ- 
ed, however, by thofe who pra(5^ifed it, that this was the 
moil: certain method of faving Pitt(burgb^ and preventing 
the eifufion of human blood. Bradford's movements 
were too rapid to allow time for defenfive arrangements, 
er to find out in whom they could have confidence. 
The time had been when Marihal would have beeti 
one of the firft applied to on fuch occafions; the man-* 
ner in which he and fome others now aded, made every 
perfon be fuipetfled till his fentiments could be une- 
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quivocally inowtf, and the impTcffions of terror made 

prudent perfons cautious in divulging their fcntimctitg. 

It was but a lew days after this that a party went to 
therefidcncc of Wells in Fayette county, burned his 
houfe, and compcHed him to rcfign his commiffion, 
and Iwear not to hold the office in future. He was 
collcdor for Weftmorciandand Fayette counties. This 
party appears to have gone from the partsof Weftmore- 
land adjoining, and 10 have been joined by a few from 
Fayette. There appears to have been a fmaller pro- 
portion of men of common difcretion engaged in 
'this than in the attack onNevil's hoirfe. The houfe of 
Wells was burnt without refiftance or oppofition, and 
againll the remonflruiice of the moll prudent; 
feveral were forced by this party to go along with 
ihem contrary to their inclination. 

Threatening letters were fent into the center and 
fouthern parts of Weftmoreland to excite them to go 
againft Webfter, colleclorot Bedford, and many poor 
people in thole parts had caufe of complaint againft 
him, which did not exifl: againft other excife officers. 
He had made a pradice of feizing liquors on the road 
from poor people, who werecatrying it to procure their 
fait, or other neceffaries; fome inflances of this might 
be mentioned that were very inhumane; fometimes he 
was contented with receiving the exchc tax and letting 
the liquors pafs, but generally he kept all, and fometimes 
detained the horfes for a time,rcftoting them again as 
a matter of favour. This hardiliip fe!l generally on 
^he poor, for he let others pafs, even though they called 
and drank at his tavern, with their loads. It was believed 
he did nut account with the public for the proceeds. 
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That bis condu<5l was not' agreeable to law was a(Ierte4 

by the in^petflor, when he wasapplicd to, but no rcdrefs 
wasgiveu, uor was the pradiice leiiuquiChed. The 
law aiuborifiug feizure was pot m^de till June iiA^ 
mediately preceding the infurre<5lion. 

The party who went a?a:nli Webfter were com- 
paiatively fjuaii, fome ol them were from ,B€dtor4 
county, but much the great^ft number y?ere from the 
parts of \ycftiTioreland adjoining, rpany of whoni had 
had their liquors unlawfully feized by h m. They 
thought it robbery, nor do I know if they .thought 
imifs. The law fubjeded diftilleries to the officers, 
but did not at ihat time futjed people travelling orj 
the road who had nothing to do with the entry of ftilk, 
more than a man taking his grill to the mill, jiad to do 
with the tax having been paid on the foiii by its 
owner. * * .. . - 

' Webller n.u.i. no reftfiance, hut brought out his 
papers, and tore aad trod on them. The party dtiajei-' 
td among themfelves. Some were for tarring, fear 
thering, &c. Fire was fet to his hay ftacks and ftables, 
but the more moderate party were the majority. They 
extinguilh^d the hre and proteded the man from any 
other injury than infulting l^inguage, Not agreeing 
how he ihoiiid be treated they took him along with 
thein fonie miles, ^nd appi ens n lions being entertained 
by himfelf and fonie others, of the outrageous partjic 
falling back and treating him ill when the. others were 
gone, he was taken into Wellmorelaiid and there be^ 
i;i^ lodged in fafety that night, he was perraittei 19 
return home the next day without further injury* lU 
h2kd expeAed the vlQt, probably before it wa$ tbo^ghl 
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pf by thofe who made it, and had taken refuge in the 
town of Bedford; but finding himfeif unfafe there he 
return<;4 to bis own hbufe and prepared for the 
cvei)t. 

# 

In mediately a^'ter the nieeiing nt Mingo CTeek» 
Bradford wrote to the principal perfons in the neigh*- 
bouring counties of Virginia, prefilng them in the 
inoft urgent manner fend Delegates to the meeting, 
which was appointed to be held at Parkilon's Ferry. 
HiS fending ihis letter, at>dtheilyle in which it was 
wrote, indubitably proves the improvement hedefign- 
ed to n.ake of the I ark}fon meeting. His robbing the 
znaii, and dircding the rendezvous at Braddock's field, 
were calculated to inflame the minds of the people 
previonily to that meeting, and encreafethe number of 
thofe who would be rendered defp trate by ihcu crinieSt 
In this he was but too fuccelsfuli. I'he threatening 
■letters to excite the people to attack Wells and Web- 
fieu 'hough I hey have not been traced to Bradford^ 
were no doubt a pan of the plan, aiid by iheir means 
lind the Braddock's field rendezvous, the infatuatioa 
Was vaAiy extended and the number of oifences was 
encicuieJ, between the meeting at Mingo creek and 
that at Parkifon's Ferry. Even in Virginia an Excifa 
officer had tied, and a riot was committed, at the piac^ 
c£bisipefid€iu:e* 
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CHAP. IX. 



Aft E R the writs had been fcrvcd on 
the diftillers of Fayette county, they held a meeting 
to confuU what was beft to be done, at which other 

difcreet perfons befidesthe diftillers attended. They 
felt exceedingly hurt at being obliged to attend the 
Diftria court in Philadelphia, after competent powers 
hadheen vefted in the ftate courts. Yet akhough thd 
news of the riots and their fatal elTecfls reached them ; 
and although it was knpwn that parties of armed men 
were then affembled, in ^me of the neighbouring 
counties, in order to intercept the infpedor of the reve- 
nue and the marfhal ; an idea of combining with the 
rioters was not even fuggefted at the meeting ; but on 
the contrary it was unanimouily agreed, that m future 
the diflillers (hould either abandon their occupatioii, 
or enter their Hills, and that thofe who had been 
fummoned IhouLd immediately evince their fubmiffion, 
by entering an appearance to the refpedl^^e fuit^. 
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purfuance of that agreement an exprefi was adlually fent 
to Philadelphia, council was retained, and mftrui^ions 

for legal and coiikiencious defence were given ; but 
it feems ibat tbc writs were made returnable at a 
time when no court was fitting ; and this error in point 
of law was deemed fulficient to vitiate the proc efs ; 
and to fupei fede the neceflity of entering the appea- 
rance of the feveral defendants. During this meet- 
ing at Uniontown^ a letter was received, with the pro« 
pofition (or ilic n ceting of the four Wettern coun-* 
lies b; their delegates at Parkifon's Ferry. JButfo predo- 
minant was the apprehenfion, that fuch an aflTemblage 
would encreafe the degree of inflammation, and extend 
the influence to greater numbeis, and lo eager was 
the hope that the riots might be conhned to the place 
where they originated^ and might fubiide or be quel- 
led, without any extraordinary interference, that this 
propolition was reludantly read, and never taken into 
consideration* Gallatin s Jpeecby pages g anJ lo. 

In the county of Weflmoreland no writs had been 
ferved nor riots committed, confequently they had na 
meeting of diflillers nor received any letters; but oa 
feeing the appoint ment of the Parkifon's Ferry meeting 
jn the gazette, the influential people determined to 
pay no atcenuuii to it, being apprehenlive that the in- 
flammaiion might be ipi eadby it rather than iupprelied, 
and that it might beconftrued as giving countenance to 
the riots which led to that appointment. This advertife- 
mentniadc hmilar iiaprciFjonson l1;c people ol Pittihurgh 
alfo at the firll ; but on obferving the rapid progrcfs 
of the inflammation, and the fuccelTion of txceffes 
which bad been promoted, efpecially the rendezvous 
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at Braddock*s field ; the cboofing of difcreet deleg^t^si 
to attend the Parkifon meeting, appeared to hp ilie only 
feafible means of Aemttiing the current of diforder, un* 
til the people^ who were fo highly inflamed, would 
cool down, ani until the caiitious and timid would 
lhake off the panic, or lay afide that exceiFive caution, 
by which they were governed, and ftand forward in de- 
fence of the laws, and of that liberty, whofe name wats 
proUituted to blazon the mod tyrannical rneafarcs. 

'Ihefe alarming circuoiliances made the fame im- 
prelEon on all the four counties, without any opportu- 
nity of confuiration ; confequently the town (hips they 
conrained were generally reprefented at that meeting ; 
but from the ihort time there was to give warning of 
this fecond determination, no menns could be adopted 
to regulaie the elec^tions or to impref"? the cantioas part 
of tiie citizens with a ienfe of the neceffity of their 
attending. The general flate of th^e eieiflions can- 
not be better defcribed than it is done by Mr. Gaiiatin,' 
in his fpeech page 13 : 

" The meeting was partly a true reprefentaiion of 
ibe people, but it was p;irtly not fo; for as there is not 
in this liaLe any le^ular tnwndiip iiu etings ; a few in- 
dividuals coilerlfd in any cnc lownihip might appoint 
deputies, and the truth is that in almoll every cafe, a 
minority of the Inhabitants of the refped^ive townQiip» 
did make ri)c appoiiiurjeiitSi in cvciy tounQiip like- 
wife whers th^ie were any violent characlers, fuch 
charaders would undoubtedly attend the eledion, 
while on the other hand moderate men and friends to 
ordei were cautious either in attending the elcclions, 
or in fullering themfelves to be eieded; 
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The meeting at Parkifon's Ferry was a pretty full 
though not a true or equal repieiemation. Inhere 
were upwards of too delegates^ three of thofe were 
from Ohio county in Virginia and two frotn Bedford 
county in Peunlyivauia, befides thofe from the four 
counties. The place of meeting waa unfavourable, 
being in the neighbourhood in which the refifiance 
had originated, and wuhia a iniieof the dwelling hcufc 
of M' Farlane, who had been kiiled« and there were 
probably i greater number of fpeAatora than of dele- 
gates* 

The delegates convened on an eminence under 
the ihade ot tieesj colonel Cook waa appointed chair- 
manf and Albert Gallatin, fecretary« Itwaafooudifo 
covered that there were a number of inflammatory per- 
fons among the delegates, few of them however had 
lalenta* Bradford opened the meetingi with a flate« 
aent of the events that had taken place, and conelu« 

ded with reading the letters that been uken from 
the intercepted maili with fome inflammatory com- 
ments on them« 

At this time the atrivil of CommiflioAers from the 
PreP.dent, with powers for relloring order in the 
Weitern Country, if a correfponding difpoiltion was 
net with among thepeoploi was atinounced|te the Meet* 
ing* After a ihort paufe colonel Marfhal rdfe and ex- 
prefled fome faiisfa^flvon at the information of the arri- 
val of Commif&oc^rs ; but &id that they ihouid not 
ontbataccoant negleA the bufineiii of the meeting, 
and read fome refolutions that had been agreed on 
t)ctween Bradford and himfelf. The firft refolution, 
being taking the citizens, out of the vicinity 
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for trial occafioned no conteft ; the fecond and mofc 
ini||:>rtant refolution, runs iii the following words : 

Refolved that a flaAdingcotnmittee be appointed^ 
to confillof — Tnembers from each county, to bedenomi- 
nated a committee public fafety ; whole duty it lhaU 
be to call forth the refources of the wel^^n country, 
to repel any hoftile. attempts that may be made againft 
the cinzens, or the body of the people." 

This, compared with the fubfequent refolution, 
was prefacing the proceedings of the meeting by a di-- 
Te£i queftion, whether the weftern counties would 
raife the flandard of rebellion or not. This was cer- 
tainly a bold attempt to iorm a combination liodiie 
to l^e government both of this Hate and the United 
States. If fuch a refoluiion had been oiFered, before 
fuch a number of perfons had become defperate by 
being itYVolved in the precedingriots, it would not have^ 
been heard with patience ; but now it required both 
grcA addrefs and fortitude to parry it. Eortunately there 
was among the delegates a man well qualified for this 
purpofe* Ilis fortitude was no doubt the greater, as 
he knew he was in no danger at home for what he might 
fay here. I mean Mr. GaihiUii, ti e iecrerary. He rofe, 
and began by criticifingon the word hollility ; aflced 
wliat it meant^ or from whence the hpftilities were 
to come. He alleged if it was the exertions of govern- 
ment that were defigned to be oppofed, the term was 
improper ; the exertions of government on the citizens 
in fupport of the laws being c()ercion and not hofiili-' 
ty. He encouraged them to cxped no other means 
of coercion from government but through the judiciar- 
Tv, and after a number of fea^bieohfervations^ moved to 
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-refer the refolution a fe\e€i Committee. But fo 

great was the prevailing panic, that notwithflanding the 
.number of weil-difpofc4 members that were in the 
meetings he was not fegonded 1 after fome del^y, how- 
ever, Marfhal himfelf oftered to withdraw the refolu - 
tioii on condition, that a CommiLtee of (ixty fliould be 
appointed, with power to call a new meeting of the 
people or their deputies. This was ihftantly agreed 
to, and a new refolution was fludioiifly modified, lb as 
to enfure its adopjtion, and was agreed to by the meet- 
ing. In it a determination was exprefled to fupport 
theftate laws, and afford protedlion to the ciLize i ; 
this was an important flep towards the reiloratjoa 
of order ; for at th^t time no man thought himfelf 
Afe in many places in telling his real fentiments j 
Threats were not only circulated in micuymuu^ letters, 
but were contained in the mottos on liberty poles ; one 
was ercifted on the morning of the meeting and within 
view of it; it was erected under the dire<fliop cf 
Dne of thofe who figued the Braddcck's field orders. 
The motto of it was ; Liberty and no excife^ and no 
qfylum for cowards or traitors. Every m^n was efteem- 
eda coward or traitor, by thofe diforganizcis, wUo 
diiapproved of tht^ir meaiures. 

Mr. Gallatin bad the fortitude to objecl to the ^x^ 
ception againft the excife, orifinqlly contained in the 
leioiLition tor iupport of die liiunicipai laws, and pro- 
Cured it to be flruckoul ; but durlt net offer an aftir-' • 
mative refolution in favour of iubmitting to it. Indeed 
the doing fo at this time would have been imprudent, 
^lor would iucc^ii, ill fjch a resolution, ,ha\e, been 
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pf ufk; till flibmiffion to the nQnicipdl Uwa had been 
TeAored. 

In ftoTt the refolutions, being five in number, 
were difcuiled, and referred to a committee confifting 
of Bradford^ Brackenridge, Gallatin, and Heman 
Htifbands of Bedford, who new modelled th<^m before 
the next day's meeting, at which they palTcd without 
much difficulty. Tho committee of fixty or of one 
from each townfhip, was appointed to meet at Red* 
ilcvai old*ifort, on the Q:l of September, ai d a com- 
niitiee con filUng oi twelve members^ three iicm each 
of the four countieSi was appointed toeonfer with the 
commiflioneis from the Pre6dent. Tbefe* with one 
exception, were well chofen* 

1 he commiHioners came to a houfenear the meet» 
ing liefore it adjourned. This rendered the fituation 
of the liiends to order more delicate. It was urged 
by tome that the meeting Qiould not be diffoived till 
ibey would know and decide on tlie terms propofed by 
the commiffiooers. With great addrefs, however, they 
were prevailed on to adjourn wkh out day. Men of 
,diicernment knew that nothing would bring the peo* 
pie to a prpper fenfe of their duty, without time for re« 
fledion, and for the prefent agksited flate of mind to 
fubfide. They knew alio that it time could be pro- . 
cured to diilcmjnaie knowledge a.Dong the peoplcevery 
^ng, d)at was necdfary, would be gai|ied« 1 her^foie 
to reltort quietnefs and gain time was tb^ great objeA 
wxih Caliaun, and thofe who thonght as he did* 

firackenridge probably was aAuated by the fame mc* 
lives as Gallatin $ but fupportedth^ meafures in a dif- 
iereni manner^ He often kept up the appearances, 
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md fometimes ufed theboafting langm^ge, which were 

acceptable to Bradford's parry, ruid oppoicd Gallatin. 
Yet he always coatributed to bring ihe proceedings to 
the fame iflfue. 

James Edgar, one of the aflbciate judges of Wa(h* 

ington county, gave confiderable afnitancc in prevail- 
ing on this meeting to adopt reafonable preliminary 
meafures ; for fuch meaiures as would lay a foundation 
for the complete refloratin of order were all that was 
ftpe(fted or ainied at tins meeting, and this was ob- 
tained. There wereferious obje(5\ions ngainil keeping 
the people long together, and againft holding the confer** 
cnccwith theCommifuoners at this place ; norwasRed- 
lloiieold fort, appointed for the meeiing of the commii- 
teeoffixty^ wellchoftni norwerethemembers, of which 
it was to be compofed, well feleAed. 1 hey were cho- 
fenniu of the Parkifbn irjceting delegate:^, by their, 
colleagues, before ihey left that place. I hoie who were 
Qoft fit in fome inflances excufed themfelves from 
attending, and their places were fupplied by ra(h and 
inlkuiinatory perfons who were willing logo. To tttis 
circumOance I was attentive ai the time, and obfer- 
ved it with fenfible regret. 

On the 20th of Auguft, thp conferees v/aited or. the 
commifiloncrs at Pittfburgh, according to a previous 
sppointmenc. Thomas M^Kean, Chief Juilice^ and 
general William Irwin, commiflioners in behalf of the 
flatecf Pcnnf/lvaniLN had a!lu arrived at Pittfburgh. All 
the conferees, except Bradford, v»'eie fcrioully difpo- 
fed to fubmit to the laws and the refloration of order. 
It was evident at the Parkifon Ferry meeting, and on 
fwwc other occaliunc, tliat Maiiiul wiflied only for a 
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iafe oppottunity of abandoning the caufe ; and this op^ 
portunicy\^as now offered. On the firftconfultation held 

by ihe conferees, they all, except Bradford, agreed ihat the 
intereH of the country, and their duty as citizens, rendered 
. fubmiffion neceflary und prpper. ..Some perfons, who 
they expeded had influence on Bradford, were em- 
ployed to conveife vvith him on the fubjeif^, and 
agatnll the next day he feemed perfedly reconcile^ 
to fubtni^ion. 

1 lie CommifTioners propofed an amnefty for all 
olTences comqaictcd before that date, and certain be- 
neficial arrangements, for ^djufting deiin<)uencie8 and 
im^fecutions for penalties now depending^ to be made, 
rind communicated by the officers appoinicd Lo carry 
jthe faid ads into execution. 1 hefe arrangements were 
underllood in coQverfation to apply to ail arrears 
due for excife, and penalties for not entering their 
fliils. The conferees were alfo invited to recoinraen4 
iUch ofncers as they would have confidence in for the 
Execution of the excife law. 

I'hc conditions, on which thefe privileges were 
offeree, were, that the general committee, to meet 
at Reddone old fort, liiould explicity declare their 
determination to fubmit to the laws of the United 
States, and that they would not diiecliy nor indirediy 
Oppofe ilie execution of the acts for lailiqg a revenue 
on diftillcd fpirits or ftills, and that they would expli- 
citly recommend a perfect and entire acqaiefcence un- 
der the execution of :u^s. That they dlio would 
TCCoajnaend that no violence, injuries or thre^r.s, fhould 
be offered to the perfons or property of officers, or 
romplying Citizens, 
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The conferees, for themfelves, promiicd an entire 
iiquiefcence, and to recommend the fame to the com-* 
mittee at KedHone ; which they agreed to call four 

days fooner than had been appointed. 

The CommilFioners on behalf of the State, propo- 
fed an amneOy for all indidabie offences againlt the 
laws oi the biate, on condition of their keeping the 
peace and complying with the terms propoied by the 
United States. Thefe Commiifiotiers, as well as the 
Commiflioners of the United States, laboured much 
according to the opportunities afforded them, to bring 
the people to a proptr fcnfc of their duly and intereft, 
and to remove their difficuUtes, and corredl their 
tniftakes. 

While the CommiiTioners vveire at Pitrfburgh, a 
very feditious libel was paired up on tlie Market-houfet 
and afterwards publiChed in the gazette. It was wrote 
in the form of dialogue, and infiilted the Commif* 
iioners, the militia of the lower counties, and particu* 
larly the militia of N(iw-Jerley, in a very irritating man- 
tier, and contained a number of the ftronojell: popular 
arguments again ll the execution of tlie Excife law, and 
boads of the intrepidity of thofe who were oppofed to 
tt^ It was wrote in a ftyle and manner well fuited to 
encom i^e nnd embolden the i^rnorant and obRinate 
part of the people, which was the clafs that now gave 
mod trouble. Itmightwellpafsforaprodudion ofTom 
the Tinker, and indeed it was believed to have flowed 
from that fource ; though on enquirv^ it turned out to 
be the produdion of one who had been alw^ays a friend 
to the Excife and the government, though be had not 
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been aflive in endeavouring to rcftcrc order ; in 
this refped he was neutral. 

Though t he conferees had done every thing in their 
power to obtain the mod favourable terms, and though 
the conamiflioners of the United Stales, and of the 
comtnonweahh, had granted every thing that was in 
the power of the federal and Hate executive to granr« 
with very few exceptions even in the opinion of Brad- 
ford hiinltlf, yet msny of thofc who flood moft in nee:l 
of the oiiered amneily became iniiamed agaicft the con* [ 
fereei « and circulated a report, that they had received j 
bribes I this incredible dory gained ground particular*- 
ly among the Germans, who, with a number of iha ' 
nioft ignorant every where, but particularly adjacent | 
to the Monongahela, thought that the conferees fliould • 
have agreed to nothing lefs than an unconditional re* I 
peal of the cxcife law. They did not comprehend j 
the difference between the executive and legiflative | 
authority s nor was there ^me to snliruA them. 

The conferees, knowing the importance of time 
in the prefcm flate of the country, were importunate 
with the commiifioners to obtain it^ but their own 
authority being limited to a (hort day, it was not in tbeir 
power to gr^nt this requell, which was however of the 
iaft importance in giving effeA to all they liad granted. 
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o N cfae 28th of Auguftf the comfnitteci 
of fixty iiet at Redftone old fori (Brownfvillc). While 

they were colieding, an armed party arrived fromthe^- 
upper parts of WaQxiogton county* who paraded the 
itreet with a drum beating* This pany coniifted of 
about fixty or ferenty infantry, well ^rmed with<riflesi 
and a few light horferaen mounted in uniform. This, 
and the reports of extreme intiamiiiation among Toni 
Tinker's men, together with a letter und^ that figiia^ 
ture, which it feems the editor of the gazette thought 
it even now imprudent to refufe to publiih ; and in 
which the conferees are charged with being traitors, 
encouraging Tom's friends to perfevere, and contain* 
ing fevere denunciations againft cowards and traitors ; 
and the ledicious and infuiting dialogue, which I have 
before mentioned, coming out about the fame time, 
and then fuppofed to be from the fame quarter, and 
the meeting. l:^iog in the vicinity of an infiamed neigh* 

, P 
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bourhood, I fay all thefe circumftances confpirei tor 

intimidale the delegates to a degree inconfillent witb 
thac caiiunefsand reflection necellary for delibeiation. 
This was fo evident that fome of thofei iXiho had the 
quieting of the country much at heart, hefitated about 
the proprietv of attempting to fupport the report* 
Galiatin, however, was difpofed lo try it, and others 
agreed with him in making the attempt. 

It foon appeared that the declared objedi of the arm- 
ed party was, to cbaftife Samuel Jackfon, a weahhy^ 
miller in the neighbourhood, for having called the 
committee ajcmh Congrefs. He had ufed thia expref- 
fion in- jcft at Pittsburgh, in company with the con- 
ferees, where ii was confidered as inoffenfive ; but 
lieiiig carried. abroitdtva;ad.artmUy nnfreprefehted, oc- 
caiioned the'iiparch t>f the party iii arms, wfao^ijeiffg 
U^tjhly jpgilaled and heated with diink iBig^ht hav^e 
'gi.veu another ex^pie.ofi fc^ndalous oultage,; ii^d i^^t 
the cpmmUt^ to^^i^pof<s<^ i by its issfludtKea vtgt to 
Jackfqn's d^reUing by the, party, wit& fir-evisnt^d, atrf 
they were prcvajltidon to.accept of aiiacknowledgefnent 
and a treat from him as a complete atone nj^iiC -for hi$ 
offence. Xhusi Khis matter endedr but the pafty con- 
tinued at BrownfvjilleiHl night, ;and*by&eirprefence 
gnd threats overawed the meeting. 

When the cpmmiitee.{)droc£eded to buiinefg, Brad^* 
fotd urged tiP .^ke'ibe vote td)aicdiiateiy,^eKpr«ffing hto 
furprife th^t any manflxould hefitateoribe unprcparei 
to decide ; from his naanncr, it was evident that, not- 
withA^ndiipg his agveeme^it to the tevtas of fubmifiion 
^t Pittfburghi <aQdrhisr|«omtfe$io thecprnmiSionerft 
^iid hi6 vpUej3giii^s,,;he.^j«{iis,nPWi.detc£mu^^ 
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0iary rejection ot the report ; and it was then generally^ 
believed th^t th% atikied:part}r was brought there for the 
purpOftfbf'Aipportinglxiiii, atid averawingthc mieeting. 
This indeed was afterwards found to be a miflake, and 
^hat this party knew nothing of the meeting at Brownf- 
yitlCf until' thejr Were fkf advanced on their way to it ; 
fbey lived in a paa of the counay where liLtle infor- 
mation circulated, and though they were, perhaps as 
much ii^iam^d agatnO: the excife law, and the officers 
as any others, yet ttiey were not en imaged in the attack 
on Nevii's Iioufe, nor any of the fubfeqaenr riots, but 
were excited to this undertaking by iome of Jackfou's 
neighbours,' who had a private ' diffibrenice with him* 
HowcfVer their pref^nce and behaviour made the fame 
imprefTion on the committee, as if they had come wit h 
the" exprefs defign to overaw thenii g«d aofwcrcd tiic 
. fame purpofe tp Bradfbrd, 

• ' It required great addrefs in thecommj^tep topror 
cure an adjournment of the qncilion till the next day, 
Od this occafion James £dgar, in an addrefs coiitaining 
ittmical compliments onrBradford's ftrength of mind, 
which he probably took to he real, and arguments in 
favour of time for weak men like him felf to make 
up their mind, delivered ^ in a Qyle well adapted 
|0 the hearerSv and which could' not give oflfence, con«* 
tributed gf^atly to procure l he adjournment. 
' Means were uied to prevail qn^the armed party to. 
retke that night, andtho next day the gallery of fpec- 
tator» was ntuch thinnedv ^but "reports were circulated 
that Biadford vvlio lodged on the Walhington fide of 
the river that night, hiad bound himfeif faintly with a 
i)j|iinfoer<i( others to fuppoii the ojppofiiion by fprc^ of 
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a.ims, until government would be brought to agrc« un^ 
equivocally to their cvftx terms ; it appeared by what 
followed that the idea' of a complete revolution 
was now taken up by Bradford, and k was certain that 
fcvcral of the moil obftinat^ of ihofe who originated th^ 
prefent violent meafures were among the fpeclators, 
and perhaps fome of them ipembers of the committee i 
but Marfhal nncl others of the moft refped^able men 
among them h^d totally withdrawn from their intered. 

The committee was opened nextmprping by a 
long, fenfibleand isloqueptfpeech by Mr. Gallatin ; he 
alone would venture to open the bufin^fs in this dire<fl 
manner. In thiMpwh, no fnotivp to fvibmiffion was 
l^fc unexplained^ nor any objefiioi^ left unanfwered ; 
he* was fupported by Mr. Brakenridge, who having no 
new grounc^ of argument left unexplained, enforced 
and enlarged on the arguments already offered and ad-* 
drefled their confciences and [heir fears. His argu- 
ment was of the more importance that it was decifive ; 
formerly he had temporized in fuch a manner as to 
induce the rioters to believe he was a friend tp their 
caufe. 

• But like the fpirit whicl^ at unlucky occafions 
a<5lfJ^ted the Ifraelitilh kinij, ^the frenzy which adua- 
ted Bradfon^ during the whole, of tbisperiodt at 
this unlucky moment impelled him to rife andaddrefs 
tljiCCcmiDiitee in a. moft extravagant harangue, in the 
cpurfe of which he urged the propriety of ereding an 
independent government, and alleged (hat the Feda^ 
ral government had only tempered wiih Spain and 
Britain about the MiflTiffippi and the wefiern polls, 
and trifled with the Indians. Let us b^ ipdenender U 
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fiid he, and we will accomplifli ibefe obje<5ls in a few 
months* For a fource of fupplies be propofed killing the 
firft army that came againft us, and fuppiyingourfelve^ 
wkh arms and ammunition as the French bad done. 
This harangue did not conuio fufficient good fenfe 
to be reliOied, even by many of iiis admirers, though 
it excited their inflammation, and ftill more intimidated 
the Committee, who from the iuppcled combination 
formed over night were, many of them, afraid that 
this inflamatory difcourfe was the iignal of aduai vio- 
lence. They were hewever midaken. If this was the 
moil abfurd and inconfinent exertion Mr. Bradford 
made, it was his lall in that way. He left the mectlDg 
when he fawtbe vote went againft him, and afterwards 
figned the terms of fubmiifion, and advifed others to 
fign them ; hut refleding that it would not cover the 
offence he had committed at this meetings he left the 
country before the an^y came up. 

The arguments were concluded by Mr. Edgar ; 
fome part of his fpeech ftruck my attention fo much^ 
and I recolle<Ait fo well, that I will trouble the reader 
with a Qiprt extrad of it. 

He ftated, [bat he had bc^ii a mciBber of die con- 
vention which ratified the federal co^iftitution, and had 
in it objetSled to the unquali^ed power of levying ex« 
ciibs, but that they bad fubmitted to it, many of them 
had advocated it in all its parts : Their officers, legif- 
lative, executive and judicial had fworn to fupport it^ 
andthcsy had all voted for members of Congrefs atid 
applied to the government for protedlion under it, 
which was a folemn acknowledgement of their alie-.., 
glance to it, with all the powers with which' it was 
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veftcsd. That what they might think a'preinatiircr anil • 
inexpedieiit exercile of the power of levying exci&s^ *' 
«iiisid nev^r juitify chem;iii renouncmgraliegidtxre* tq ' 
the-goipennneht, and would equally juflify a rcfiftlnce 
to every law, becauie. every general law occafioncd 
Conipiamt.ffonv4bme on whoniit pceffedhardr 

' He-gaveaiitaffediugdeicripiaonnof die di{tr«(Iitr| 
fituation into which they had inconfidcrately brotight 
thernfeives, and ilated the fympathy with which they 
had beea tr^ted by their f?ieqdsv wbQ when tkoy had 
nothing tdieiir on thitiromiaccotmt had yet put theiA- 
lelves in fafpicious iiUiarions, and ni^de in forae refr 
p^ts a c»ionaoa caafe with ibcm, with no other-view 
than thtivcpxt' e&(^uaUy to difpofe govertimetic to 
grant an oblivion for th«ii! 'pa(^ ofTaticesf on- condition 
of their future iubmiirionto the laws, md which coukl 
not be grauttd.p&aiiy Qther condition ; that- now that 
- objecl being as liberally offered as-they bad any reiifoti 
to«xped, if it wasobftinately refufcd, they would no^ 
only have themfeives to blame for the hardfliips they-"* 
would bring on themii^ivesi tbeir«famiUe« and 'COuni>ry, ' 
but for ingratitude to iheir friends, who had labot»red ' 
with fo much zeal to extricate them iroai their difii- 
culties. With fi^h expoltuiations, and arnumber of 
cogent reaibns atid advices^, he concluded a pretty long- 
fpeechi Therefpeflability of his chdvader fbt true- 
piety, good iDoiais, andealV manners,- as well as t!i^ 
good prauticai ienie exprciied in his difcd.UEi€ ina hmple 
aikl'aiffe<^onate manner, drew the attenftien^o^ali- dell- 
criptions of the audience. His gray hah-s-whrch gave 
him the appearance of being older than he really wa^ 
bad alfo foose eiiacl. - - 
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1 had n€Ver heard fpeechcs that I raare std^tirly 

defiredto fee in print than thofe .delivered on thi^ oc-* 
cafioQ^ They would not only be valuable on account 
*of the oratory '^ttd informatiou difpl3ycd*in -all the 
three, andeipecially in Gallatin's, who opened the vy3\% 
bnt they wouldalfo have be^n the belt hiiloryof the 
fpirk, andthc^mrRakes, which then aduaced men's 
minds. But copies of them could not be -procured. 
They were ciei vered vviihojt any prc'/:oiT3 preparation 
ether than a complete kiiowiedge of the acl'jai ftatc of 
things^ and of human nature when in fimilar circum-- 
fiances. This knowlc^L^e, and lbs importance of the 
occalion on which irvvas exhibited, produced fucli inge- 
nuity of reafoningandenergvof exprefiion, asnevcrper- 
haps, had been exhibited by the fame orators before. But 
afterall thaicoulcl be done bv reafoninu, ic v.'asa niaiier 
of great di.ficuky to get a vote taken. VVhea the vole 
was taken, the meeting were not unanimous, there 
were 34 Yeas and ^13 Nays ; Gx men it is afferied faid 
aften^'-ards tliat they had given in the Nay ticket inflead 
of the Yea, by miilake ; the certainty of this cannot 
be known, though if it had not happened they need 
* not have told it, for no one knew how another voted. 
The vote was on the tollowiug reiolution. Thaf 
tbe opinion cf tbit committee^ it is the inter eft of the 
people of this country to a cfde to the ptopofJs made hy 
the comm Ifi'mers of the U.iitcd Statt:s: The major it v 
through lear vefu led to put the queilion on the lail 
prnpofition, though it was on agreeing to it that the 
eventual fuccefs of the meeting depended. Their 
fears were ceiraiiiiy greater than rheir danger, for 
though feveral iit«mbe>6 fpoke decilivel^' in favcurjof 
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fubmiifioi!!, no tnfult was offered to "them. Their * pi^ 

hie was not only infpired by the place and circumllan- 
ces, bat many of them were afraid ofmifchief at home. 
The Tom Tinker's letter recently pubiiihed had 
Concluded with fevers threats, agaiad. cbofe who 
would coriiplv. Indeed threats of burning houfes, 
tarring and feathering &:c. were now made by a def* 
cription of people, whofe voice is not heard in focietf 
in fettled times. I have faid before that feveral of tbd 
committee-men were not well fele^^ed, feme of thenl 
I knew to be ot the moil iniiammacory charawlers. 
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Xt was plainly perceived that longer tijue 
%a3 liecelTary ; a new committee of conferees wai 
appointed to procure it, if poffibie. The conferee^ 

who bad been with ihe comniiflioners before, though 
they knew that time alone was necefTary to bring the 
people to a fenfe of their interefl: and duty^ before the 
•terms were finally fubmitted tothem^ believed it could 
not be obtained, and as there had been imputatious 
againil iheoit they declined the appointment, and 1 2 
new conferees were appointed, of whom only 8 waited 
on the commilfioners ac Pittfburgh, who had it not in 
their powei to grant longer time as their own authori*^y 
was to expire in a few days. 

On the terms propofed by the commiffion-* 
-ers not being decided on by the committee of 6c, 
they withdrew them, aiKl fubflituted new ones, to be 
fttbfcribed by the people individually in their- town 
meetings, or eleAion didrids ; this mode of taking 
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the fenfc of the people had been recommended by the 
committee ol 60, and fome ot the new conferees ap- 
pointed the method of taking the fdnfe of the people 
in diftri^s, and others in townfhips for their refpec* 
live counties. 

The teft to br fubfcribcd was in the following 
words : I do foiemnly promife henceforth to fubmit 
to the laws of the United States ; and that I will not 
diredly or indirediy oppofe the execution of the a(5l 
for raifing a revenue on didilled fpirits and (tilis, and 
that I will fupport as far as the law requires the civil 
authovicy in .itfording the prctedlioii due to ail ofiBccri 
and other cicizeas." 

Thefe terms were agreed to on the ^d September, 
but it was the 4th before they were got printed readjr 
for the conferees to leave Pittfburgh ; confequently 
tb^e was but fipi^days to fpread the neceiiary informal* 
cion through a, country, containing 70*000 inbabitanlSv 
(exclufiverof the t%ttB&yt county of Bedfof d«fi>r whidi 
the teft was alfo intended,) Iprcad over a territory 
net much lefs ^xten^ve tiiau the ila'e of CoQne^iciK» 
which fends fevf n members to Congreft, and isitei>» 
fperfed with mountains and large bodies of unfeated 
l^nds. Four oi the conferees not attending left fome 
larg^e didricls wholeiy without tiae means of infbrmi* 
tion, but though exertions were made to circulate the 
-neceflary information, yet there was no opportunity 
of impreiTing on the cautious citizens, who had from 
,anexceisof prudence declined attiendiog all the for* 
mer nuetings, the neceflityof atteotUag this one, and 
the people generally had no opportunity of peruling 
. the tei^ they were re^uiijeol tft iu^eiibci uatii the 
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I" 

hour they met on the ground to fign their names ; no^ 

then had they had time, or opportunity ioi deiiberate- 
iy making up their minds. 

The vfOfd/clemniy was confidered as an oath, and 
from henceforth, as an acknowledgement of having 
pffended heretofore, which with much the greatcrnum- 
ber of the inhabitants in general, and many diflrids 
with refped to the whole inhabitants, was not true. 
Tbe CQmmifGoners indeed agreed that thofe objedion- 
able uoids (hould be llricken out, and publiflieditin 
the gazette 9 but the gazette did not, nor could not 
^ive in moft places till after the day of figning. Ifi 
fome places however the people fuppreffed thefe words 
themfeives. The word indircd^ly was underftood by 
fnany as calculated to bind them from even petitioning 
againft the excife law for the future, and the fliort 
Ipace of an hour or two ac a couiuicd meeting did not 
afford ieilure nor compolure for tliofe who were capa- 
ble, and fo difpofed, to infortn and advife the people, v 
|t is well known that a legiflative body compofed of 
tbe wifeft citizens will not pafs a law for the leaft im- 
portant purpofe, without various readings on feveral 
different days ^ it poul^ not be expeded that an unin- 
formed mafs of people could make up their mind to 
fubfcribe what amounted to a new tefl of allegiance, 
with fo little time or compofure for deiibeiation* The 
difficulty was much encreafed by the number and 
finallnefs of the diflrifls in which they were covened ; 
this gave an opportunity, for fuch as ieJdom attended 
eledions, and wbofe voice was never heard on other 
public occaiions, who had not horfes to ride nor 
^loathstoput on, to attend th^ meetings, overaw ihemt 
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, and infult the very perfons, by u hofe fynipaihy thei,C 
families had been prcierved from faniinr . This, took 
place in fome townCbips and fmail didri^Si where no 
exceflfes had formerly been committed. By this dcf- 
cription 1 do not mean to implicate the induilriou^ 
poor. There were no people behaved better Uian 
moft of thofe. I have obferved ilriking inflances of 
the virtue and ufefulnefs of this clafsof men; their 
advice vvas often attended to, when men who were on 
ordinary occafions influential, would not be heard. Itis 
known, that to all new lettlements there is a confiant 
ingrefs of the moft indolent people, who arc not only 
ilothiful, but ignorant and obil in ale, and who having 
fiotbing to lofe and little expectation q( bettering their 
condition by indullry, delight in promoting confufion* 
1 hi3 dekripuon of people was become bold and dan- 
gerous at this period, and the non-attendance of a 
great proportion of ihofc who having given no offence 
were determined to Jign noteO, ga ve the greater oppor* 
tunity in lome places for diluiderly perfons to domi- 
neer ; they did fo in fome places to fuch a degree as to 
prevent in a great meafure the deiign of the meeting 
from beingobtained. Though they did not exceeda fourth 
pr a fifth of the number prefent, yet defperation and 
threats of burning fupplied the place ol numbers, and 
it was not thought pruqent on that day to put the law 
in execuLion, as the country diflridls did not know the 
fiiualionthe county towns were in, or whether taking 
perfons to prifoa might noUead to further riots. 

In the refult, however, out of above forty different 
places of meeting for thepurpofe of fubfctibing the 
aiiurances, at only two of th^m were the papers torn by 
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jj defperate bsnditti. One of ihefe was at the place 
where the people wjio needed an amneft y were numer- 
ous, the othet was that in which I reilde, where ver^ 
few had been guilty of any exceffes. At one place in 
Allegany county t\ie ligniug was prevented by violence 
or terror, where it was the intereft of many to have 
fubfcribed ; at a few other fuch places, the fubfcribin^ 
was done with diiiijultv. Ncverthelcfs thofe who had 
been deeply engaged in the exceifes gerierally figned, 
except a few of the mod ignorant and obftiuate ; ther^ 
were fome indeed whb had dared to engage in the greats- 
eft outra^ci, who had not courage to iublcribefor their 
own ialeiy, iell they would be coDiidered asdefert- 
ers* 

In fome of the townChipsnext to the front iersv^ve^ 
the people who attended the meetings abfolutely re- 

fufed to lign, becaufe there were none among them who 
had given offence, or at any lime oppofed tlie executioa 
of the excife law. They topk it amifs that they were 
called upon ; and fonie diflricts in the upper parts of 
Wafhington were not warned. Indeed the people gener- 
ally, who bad been muchdiilreifed ail round iheextenfive 
frontier, had no hand in originating, or c?nrying on the 
diiluiLKnrjcs, ncrcii^ iTiey appearat ailiii iL,tillihey were 
foiicited to lend delegates tcParkifon's ferry to promote 
the reiloration of order, « and as far as I could obfcrve* 
or be informed, they uniformly contributed to that de« 
llrabie objeL^ in every inflance, till the fubfciibing 
was called for, and then they faid, let them fign in ibe 
places where they are involved. Some, however, werf 
perfuad_d to do it frpm policy. They had net only 
behaved well ihemfelves, biit iiom fome places ofiertd 
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their ftrvices, particularly to general Wilkin to quel| 
the infurgcnis. 

The r whole county of Fayette aded on the fame 
iprinciple. They had fubm tted to the authority ot 
the jnarihait and regularly entered for their appear* 
ancc to the aclion, and knew that there were few if any 
Criminals among them ; they therefore refufed to figa 
to the terms of the commiffioners ; but in order to fa- 
tlsfy government with refped to their intention, they 
formed rcfoluLions ot their own, and at a iiiecLing of 
delegates from ih^ feveral lownfhips, unanimouily 
igretd to fubmit to tl^e laws of the United States and 
oT this itate, and not to oppofe directly or indiredlly 
the acls for raifing a revenue on diftilled fpirits, ftills, 
&c. agreeably to the terms propofed by the commif* 
fioners to tlte committee of lixty. Theyalfo called on 
the people to meet in eledlion diftri<5ls, to declare their 
fubmiEion to the laws. Comparatively few attended, 
eipecialiy in the places furthermoll removed from the 
diftnrbancesv and where lesiil heat or agitation had pre- 
tailed ; of chofe who did attend, 580 voted for fub- 
mifiion, and 280 againft it. Yet notwithllanding the 
refufal to figa the terms prefcribed by the whole coun- 
ty of Fayette, and by feveral towpihips in the north 
of Weftmoreland, there w^s only ot^ ptifoner brought 
from Fayette, and none from the other, when the 
judge and the army went into the country the perfon 
brought from Fayette was found to be innocent ; he had 
been in Kentucky when the riots were cpmrnitted in 
the weitern country. 

The commiihoners returned to Philadelphia before 
the day of figning, except Mr. Rofs, who fiayed to 
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receive the litis onubiLribers, and to obfervc the tem- 
per that would be difcovered on lb.at occaiioii. 
aifo was obliged togo to Philadelphia before all the re* 
turns were come to hand. The tumults that took plac* 
on the day of figning, and ihe heat and agiiatioo which 
difcovered itfelf in a few places, particularly among 
the Uninformed part of the Germans, for a few days 
after it, induced feveral of the judges and dherpcrfons 
of information to agree in opinion with Mr. Rofo, thai 
it would be necefiary to have an army fent into the 
COttDtry ; but this opinion was alfo made up without 
fime for information, and confequently was loon 
changed. It was but a few days, in fome places the 
very next day, after iigning, that many of thofe who 
bad been moft riotous on the day of figning, came, 
feme of' ihem in tears, begging permiffion to fign t 
in loiiie places their was received, with certifi- 

cation, that it would not be admitted as a claim for 
amnefiy, in other places they were refuied the privi- 
lege altogether. ' Whe» they reflo^ed, they faw that 
they were deferted by thofe on whuni they had depend- 
ed, 9nd who, perliaps, had advifed them, oz by their 
example encouraged them to mifchief. 

From a view of the fubje^ it is evident, that if but 
one week had been allowed for the people to deliberate 
on the aiTurances they were required to fign, the fub- 
miflion to the isfws would have been cdmplete, at leafl 
there would have been fo few exceptions, that they 
wotdd have given no aiarm ; there were none within 
my knowledge but what would have figned in half that 
time. Signing ailociations, binding the citizens to affifl: 
one another infupport of ibc Ia*vs, had been promofed 
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Ht Pittfourgh by general Wilkin nnd others, and ge-i 
lierally figned ; this example was generally and £uc-*^. 
cefsfully imkated; fuch an aflbciation was entered 
into in the tovvnfhip in which I refide, the third dav 
after the figning, and in many other places equally 
footi. 

The commiflioncrs, hc-cvei, arc net to biame for 
ROC giving longer time ; their own powers expired with 
the time given to the people i thejr were nearly ex-* 
pired before it was determined to fubihit it tp the 
pcjpic, m ihai iiiai^ner, :ifid it was the influence of 
tenor on the commit lec of 60 at Brovvnfville, occafion* 
ed by the wickednefs of a few, perhaps, of one man^ 
which rendered fubmittifig it to the people neceflTary. 

I nc reafons, that determined the Prefidentto limit the 
authority cf the commifiioners to fo ihort a period^ 
will be given in their proper place. 

Though it may be admitted that there was a la':ent 
predifpoiUion to violence among a few individuals, 
who had been formerly attached to the infpedor, and 
encouraged by him tooppofe excife officers, under the 
date, and though this was known to himfdf, and he 
was prepaied for defence, yet no fuch thing was ge- 
nerally known in the country, and its breaking out at 
ihe lUfit was owing to accident^ and circumOances of 
a local nature. Inconfiderate and nfclefs refiftance by 
{bedding blood too abundantly, which the inf^dlor 
was the more fuccefsful in doing, by being prepared in 
a manner of which the alTaiiants were not aware, excit- 
ed a more toi midable attack, and drew many into tlie 
vortex of riot, who would have been far from engagit^ 

in Li, ili they had had time to deliberate on the confe* 
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^uences. Numbers thus inconfiderately involved iH 
crimes became defperate, and endeavoured by draw- 
ins; othets ioto the fame fituation td make it a commoa 
caufe, and b^ing unfortunately aided itk thcfe miftakei^ 
view3 by Bradford, Marflial, andothers, whoattc:iip:tdto 
give a mure violent complexion and greater magnitude 
lo the mifcfhieif, by drawing the whole weftern country 
Inro a combination agninrt: the excife liw, and for this 
purpofe contriving the rendezvous at BraddoCk's field, 
and u(mg every means to inflame the minds of ihe 
citizens, and to ove^rawe with terror thofa who might 
oppofe their defigns, and ior tliis purpofe r;]:i:;nifying 
U>e numbers at Braddock's field, and adveriiling that 
thoufands had been on their march to join them^ from 
places where there was not a* perfon who kiiew of the 
rendezvous. I fay, bv ihefe mad exertions, the infur- 
redlion progreifed for a few days like the paroxifm of 
an inflammatory fever, fpent its force in frequent irre- 
gular convulfions, and flnally fubflded almoO as fud-* 
dcniv, and to many .is uncxpededly as it conmienced ; 
tne moil alarming fymptoms were difcovered at Brad- 
dock's field, and the lail flruggle was a feeble attempt 
to raife a party a few miles fouth of Greertfburgh. 

The courts had not been interrupted in their pro- 
grefs, on the Monday previous to the day appointed for 
figning the aflurances to government, the court at 
Grecnfbtirgh was opened by a fenlible Ipc^cii, well 
adapted to the occafion, by preildent Addifon, and he 
was not infuited nor the bufinefs of the court interrupt- 
ed, and he went through th^ circuit without meeting 
with any embarraiuneut. As the ocean which is agi- 
tated for ibme time after the ftorm has fpeut its force, 

R 
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fo was the agiution that appeared among the people 
after the day of (igning ; but they afterwards became 

calm as tormeiiy, except as to the anxiety that arofe 
from apprebenfions of what was to follow, and reilec- 
tioDs on the pafi. 

The agitation having fo perfe^ly fubfided, an ad- 
vertifement was put in the gazette, calling on the Par- 
kifon's ferry delegates to hold anotkcr meeting on the 
2d of Odober. The meeting was advertifed by feme of 
^ the fame perfons who had but about a week before given 
their opinion that an army would be neceflary ; but lo 
ludden and perfed^ was the prefent calm, that they were 
convinced that fuch aflurances of fubmiifion could 
now be procured, as would render the march of the 
army totally unnecedary. 

The delegates met, and agreed to the following re* ^ 
folutions : ^^Refolvedunanimoufly that it is the opinion ' 
ot diis meeting that if the. fignarure of the fubmifTion 
be not univerlai it is not fo much owing to any exift- 
ing difpoiition to oppofe the laws, as to a want of time 
and information to operate a correfpondent fentimentf 
and with refpecl to the greatell number, a prevailing 
confcioufnefs of their having had no concern in any 
outrage, and an idea that their fignature would imply 
a fenfe of guilt." 

Bv another refoive thev fi!;ave afTurances of iubmif- 
£on in the very words preicribed by thecommillioners; 
and by a third they refolved to fend David Redick 
and myfelf, with thefe alTurances, tothePre(identof the 
United States, with authority in behalf of the meeting, 
. to explain to him the more circumdantially the Hate of 
tbe country, in order to enable him to judge whether 
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an armed force would now be neceffiiry to fuppon the 
civil authority in thofe counties. 

I had not attended this rfteeting, but the refolves 
were tranfmitted to me, and a letter from prefident Ad* 
difon, affuring me that he hadconvcricd with diftiUcrs 
and others, rcfiding in the parts of the county where 
the oppofitidn originated, and that they had given the 
Itrongell aiTurances of their iubmiffion. I had other- 
Wile iufficiem proofs that |he laws could be fupportcrf 
io^vcry other part of the wcftcfn counties. 
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4 

o N the road to Carlifle we heard ala^mipg 

accounu of die armv, rendezvoused at that place, be- 
ing very ungovernable and exceedingly inflamed againft 
the people of the wellern country indifcrixninately. 
We ftiii flattered ourfelves that thefc reports were not 
we; I t'n inded, till we met with fome officers of the 
weucni, armv on rheir way to Piicfburgh witli recruits* 
who confirmed the reports we had heard from others.. 
We lodged at a tavern three miles from Carlifle, and 
piffed for travellers goingto Philadelphia, which we in- 
teud^d doing if we ihouldnot meet the Prefidentat Car- 
lifle; but when the people of the houfedifcovered that we 
were from the wclicrn counties, they were much abtrm- 
ed, and prelied us exceedingly to abandon the thought 
of going through Carlifle* offering at the fame time 
to condud us by another rout. They defcribed the 
rage of the army agaiiUi all the people from the wed- 
era counties, in terms which they thought iufficient tp 
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deter us from approaching it ; nnd in :i,iving a lelailon 
Oftbelicenciouiners and ferocity ot the troops, told us of. 
tbcir having already killed two men in cold blood* ^ 

We had no r oner dilnJouDted at tha tavern in 
Carlifle, ihan I was aflccd to walk af^de by a gentiemaii 
who was waiting to fee me. 1 he Carlifle paper had 
mentioned ourcoming ; confequently wewere expe€ked« 
He informed me of the iniljiDmaiiou prevailing in the 
army being apparently too iltong to be reilrained, 
and of their threats againft us, and advifed that we 
{hot.ld be cauiious how we expofed ourfelves ; that the 
xefenunentagamii us v^as particularly exaiperatedliv 
an apprehenUon that it was our ercand» to give fueU 
aflhrances to the Prefident, as we^re intended to pire- 
veni: their riiai^h to the Monongahela. He aflured 
me th L his obje^fl was purely to prevein injiny tons, 
^d diUiionour to the army^ and requeiled me to pay 
attention to his advice. He had been a Tefpe<£labl6^ 
officer diiiir/j, the late war, but not yttached to the 
prelciit army, nor a dweller m or near that place. 
I have not had an opportunity fince that time of 90* 
knowledgiiig his well timed and humane caution. 
Though I did noc credit the extent of his imprefEons at 
the time, I was foon convinced they v/ere not exagge* 
rated. We obierved the proofs of it in the behaviour 
of feveral individuals, and were confirmed by the infer- 
a aticn o£ others, in and out of the army. 

Having early in the morning v/aited on the Pre- 
fident to deliver the papers* and obcained on appoint** 
ment for an interview, we withdrew in a Cit.n lime* 
This was to have been e^peded ; it was about feven 
o'clock ; but before ten the report was current through 
both the town and the army, that the Prefident haddii- 
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vcn us out in fix minutes, and was not to fee us again i 
md notwithftanding the Prefident's eilabliflied cbarac<» 
tcr for difcretion and politenefs, and the frequent in^ 
terviews lo which we were admitte:!, this ridiculous 
ilory was believed by many in the army during the 
whole e^^pedition, and has been reported fince, througk 
diftant parts of the United States. Long aftet the 
return of the army, I was told it by one of the generals 
who cotnmanded in the expedition, and whp wa$ fur*^ 
jnrifed to (icar that it was not true. 

Thoneh we were cautious of mixing with the 
.army at large, we took every opportunity of converfing 
with the officers from different places, in order to have 
an opportunity of removing the ini{laken impreffions, 
and corredling the ialie information, they had received^' 
^nd to kcov/ more perfeAly the general charafler 
of the army. In one indance obferving a regiment 
newly arrived from Philadelphia; as foon as the men 
were diimiired from parade, we mixed with inch 
of the officers as we were acquainted with,, and dine4 
in company with the Colonel. 

When we informed htm of the fuccefsful exertions 
that had been made to reft ore fubmilHon to the laws ; 
ai^mentiQDed one individual, who had diilinglliihed 
himfelf with induftry andaddrefs, be anfwered us that 
thatveryman, ifhewasmetwith^wquldbefkewcredtfliot, 
or hanged on th6 firft tree. I had beiore been infor- 
med of two lifls put ipto the hands cf foQie ip the ar- 
my, containing the names of certain perfoos, who .were 
to be fo treated when met with, and that the very per- 
fon alluded to by the Coion^i was in both of them. 
I underftood I had the honour to fill a place in one 
rayfelf. The colonel treated us decently, but his ex- 
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preOTions confirmed my belief of a fad, the truth of 
which I had till now wiiliogly doubted. 

But the defigns of aflfaflinacion were not againft us 

cxcluiivfcly. Thofe among themfelves who had reafon* 
ed in favgur of the fubjedion of the military to ihc^ 
civil law, orfuggefted that thofe who killed a citizen 
in Qool blood fliouldanfwer to the proper courts, and 
that the army were only employed to aid the Judiciaiy 
in the exercife of its proper fundious, and not to 
ufurp or exercife thofe fundions themfelves, were ill 
as much danger, and equally theobjeds of threats, as 
the whilky men, and in fad were called fo. 

Two men had been killed, one on the great road 
near Lebanon, and the other at a houfe in the neigh^ 
boarhood of Carlifle. The one on the road was killed 
by the Jerfey troops. He provoked an. officer by foolifli 
and infulting language, and on laying hold on Qne of 
the bayonets of the guard, who were ordered to arreft 
him, be v;a^ run through the body. He was evident- 
ly drunk or deranged. Surely fo many men in arms 
could eatil; have fecured one unarmed fool, without 
Uning him. The other was killed by a light hoffe* 
man from Philadelpliia, who went into the country to 
feize feme perfons who had aEikd at ereding liberty 
poles in Carlifle. The young man, who was killed, " 
was not only innocent, but very unwell. The party* 
left him under guard of one of their number, until 
they would fearch the barn for others. The fick boy 
declaring his innocence, and tliat he was not able to 
• ftand, aitempted to go into thehoufc without leave ; 
the light horfeman ordered him to flop, on the peril 
of being £hot, and if he could net Hand to (it cr lay 
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down, and in the mean time cocked hh piiloL When 
the boy was in the pofture of laying himfelf down, 

and the light horfeman about lo uncock hi'^ pUlol, it 
went off and ftiot the boy mortally, I iiate this cafe, 
as I had it from the beil authority* and* as taken from 
an examination of the light horfeman. ' 

But admitting, as I believe we ought, that thofc acTla 
of man-killing were liot murder, yet ihey ought -not 
t6 have been ion/s^ becaufie they might ^afily have bfeeA 
prevented ; after the Prefidcnt hnd coi %»nced'' ll)e 
array, by his difcourfes, oi the propriety, and enforced 
by his authority the neceihty of the fuboidinatibn of 
the military to the civil power, and after he had given 
iin nneqnicocal tclTiir.cnv of his luicerity br obliging 
ihofe who killed the two men, to enter recognilance 
with baii« for fianding their trial at court, no more 
accidents of the kind happened. 

The auiliDTiiv <Tnd r».i]uence cf the Prefident hnd 
lowered the tone, though not changed the te;npcT of 
the outrageous part of the arniy, while we were at Car- 
lifle. The proper attention he paid to us, on account 
cf the errand we came on, and ihe rcfiraint his orders 
impoiedoii iheir dehgns, gave great mortification to 
that part of them that continued longeft in Carlifle ; 
the laft interview to which we were admitted was on 
the evening previous to the Prefident's fitting out for 
Patowraack. While the converfation continued, a 'ge- 
neral officer, with others, walked before the window, and 
railed agaiull the Prefidcnt for converting with us ; 
laying, that he never would recover the popularity 
that he loft by countenancing infurgcnts. Owing^ how- 
ever to that faluury teftramt, thus impofed on* them 
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hf the Piefident, all'tfae fire was fpent in threatening^ 

Wliat they would do ; laying their hands oh their 
iwords, which many of them had not been accu Homed 
XX> wear* they would fwear there was no needprjudgea 
mi juries, let th^m only tee the men arid they would 
ft ewer them. 

I was the lefs furprifed at this difplay of rhe 
pflaramatory agitation of the human mind, that I 
bad foi^ently beeti acquainted with its ebullitions^ 
in a varietv U etibrts in the courfe of its fermentation 

ieitiing on its lees iri the weAern country. I had 
heard the word of tferror pronounced in fuch loud jic-- 
cents, as that like a magic ipell it chilled the blood and 
petrifiedthe fpirits, almollas faras the report of it vibra- 
ted with the air that wafted the a larmitig founds I hadob* 
ferved id the rapid reigil of in difcretion, plans executed 
almoft as foon as an infatuated imagination conceived 
them and fome thoufandsof ilioiightlefs, of outrageoijs^ 
andof well difpofed citizens rendezvoufed together in one 
hetrog^neous mafs^ atid tens of thoufands put on pa- 
per as on their way to rendezvous, (who by the by had 
jiot heard of the plan) and all for no vihble objecf^, 
nor to anfwer any purpofei but expofe the madnefs of 
thofe who conduifted the career of folly. I had feen 
the effervefccnce in human fociety ope i ate lo power- 
fully as to throw the kum to the furfacc, and caufe the 
purer psirts to fuccumb for a moment, fo far as to fix 
a general chara<fier of impurity. While things were 
in this flate, I have heard men talk as it ihey were all 
Samlons, who each could kill his thoufands with the 
^aw bope of an af$. I had known myfelf and many 
others threatened with having our property burned^ 
ourfilves tarred) feathered, kc. but fa^none of thcfe 

S 
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dreadful threads execuied. After the poor excifemeil 
were cverfet, there was no perfon olhervvile huit, 
thaji hy the effcds cf temporary tcrrw cn ifee mind* 
I knew of a black lift too, containing a certain number 
cf the beft Citizens to he !iant:,td ur (hot, who are all 
yet living. 1 clearly law that the very lame fpirlt was 
operating in the army, that had thus convulfcd the wef- 
tern country, and hoped that it would alfo evaporate 
in air, efpecially as it uculd be held under relhaint 
by the authority and influence of dif^itet and experi- 
enced officers. I had no doubt but that there w9S a 
niiijcrity of well difpofed people in the armVt who 
willicd to fupportthe hws, as viell as there l ad been 
in the wePicrn country, though by the blullcring iioife 
and high handed meafures of the rioters, people at a 
diilance were induced to believe that all the inhabitants 
were iniur^ents. By mixing with the people myfel^i 
1 found this was not the cafe, even where the outrages 
originated. In Uke manner, by takingevei y | riident 
opporiuniiy of iriixhig with L'ieai rny, I was convin- 
ced that aiauy were difpoicd to iubmit to diicipline 
and fupport the laws ; but thefe ^ere not the men who 
made the noife. The caufe however was very diffe- 
rent ; the caulc ot ihe .naiv ^wis lauJaule, Mud their 
tu.rning oat meritorious ; the caufe of the infui gents on 
the other hand was criminal, Jlowever when 1 re- 
flevfled on the vaft mafs of undilciplihed men, who 
were collected and fo ued equipped, ailnming the 
height of military airs, without the habits cf military 
difoipUne, having no appreheniions of danger to prefs 
them together, no enemy to encounter, nor in fa(5l 
any obj&d to aiiord thsia an uppuiLunuy cf Jiiplaying 
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their prowcfi; I fay, when I refleded on thefe circiim- 
ftances, togetherwkh the inflainmaioryfympioms which 
were fo prevalent, arid might ioon pervade the whole 
niais it gave me nnpleaiant fenladon?. I was not 
without apprehenlions that fuch coavuUions might 
be the relult, as would notonjy be ruinous to the wef- 
tern counties, but proftrate the very government and 
Jaws, which thev were calictl foith to lupport. I knew 
they had flied biood, in a manner that difcovered that 
they were not very foiicitous to avoid it. I knew 
thatfomeof no mean rank were mortified that thofe who 
had ihed blood were obliged to enter rcLCognifance, and 
give bail. It is well known that ^t CarliCe the army wa» 
once in that fituatioq, that one part of it was ordered to ' 
tharge the others, and if a difcretion, which by flridl 
rules might have been efteeinei criminal, had not 
been exercifed by the fficer who was ordered to make 
the charge, brothers blood might have been flied in 
a^ui^dancc. it is well remembered that the hrccts 
and avenues of Qalifle were occupied by the army, 
during the nighty and that an appreheniion of the town 
being burnt excited a general panic. To what height 
thefe alarming heats might have gone, if the Prefident 
liad not arrived fo feafon^bly, it is impoihbie to tclL 
Though there were officers polfeflbd ot virtue and ex- 
perience there before he arrived, yei their authority 
was not fulficient to preferve order. Indeed while the 
army continued at Cariille,diinkin^wa8carriedtogrca- 
ter excefs, than I had heard of it being done among the 
inrurgents, and wine will inflame tfee pal]ioas much 
or more than even w hi (kj. 
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However it is a queflion that pever will be decidecf', 
euierthe auchorily and inMuenceof aPrefident would 
have been effe»5lual if that Prerident had not been gene- 
ral Wafliington. Theman, thai lia I commanded our 
nrm ici lucccloluily through the laie war, and whuiq 
military chnra^erwas fo refpe(5labie» had an influence 
over military men, that few others could «xpe£l to 

1 iiere was not fo much of the ioflamm^fv fpi- 
lit obfervable in the left wing of the army as 'ifi tbe 
cUiti , nor was thereaiiy perfonskilled "by them, by 3C* 
c ' : : ' "r oiherwifc. In one or tvvoinflances, where 
i t: was danger ot iopae fopiiih men who mixed with 
that wing being (kewered, general Morgaii« by preten-. 
ding to referve the^i for ignominious puniChment, fa- 
v\ J them, till they coiilcj be fafely difmjiTed, or kept 
his men fi oin killing them by threatenipg to kill theo^ 
himfelf. lie ^epr hisdivilion on the papde >yhile On 
their march, until he called on the people refiding uear 
the encau^pment, and paid them immediately a reafon- 
abl^ price for what the army bsA t^keti or cjeltroyed ; 
confequently there were few comptaints made by the 
citizens ofmaiaudun^ or deHrudion commuied by that 
vying. General Stnith, who commanded the Matyland 
brigade , complied ftric'lly witli the Prefident's oiders in 
difch^rging fuch of the men as were diibrderly. At 
fort CtJinberland he called on the Captains ro make re- 
port- of charaders of that defer iptio^, of which he dif- 
charged about 50 in one day s this not only purged the 
army, but was a caution to thpfp th^t remained ; the 
coufequence was that the route on which he marched 
caniioc be traced by the fuiferings and Complaints of 



uiyiiized by 



INSURRECTION. 



149 



^he citizens I nor was there la high a degree of intlam- 
Hiaiioa among the Maryland troops as appeared in the 
reft of the army ; even among the troops from Vir* - 
ginia the tone was not fo high, nor the fpirit fo ungo- 
vernable, as in the right wing ; however, more f|:<squent 
exao^ples of puniihmem were made among them<. 

Notwithflanding the Inflammatory and ungoverna- 
ble fpirit that prevailed in the army, it was rellrained 
from adnai outrage | but doing this required great ad- 
(irefs. If a fevere ea^ple had not been made of two 
men in the cariip at Garnaghan's in Weftmoreldnd, for 
diiobediencc and mutiny, it is the opinion of the moll 
CiKperienced officers whp iverj^ there, that the country 
would have been ruined ; and there were fuch ferious 
apprehcnfions of iheii punifhment occaljcniiig a gene- 
ral mutiny, that it was a mattpr of peat hcfilation^with 
the commander in cl^iipf of that wing, and oth^r officers* 
whether the fentence could be executed ^thout a ge- 
neral mutiny- Through the decifion, however* of 
^enefal Irwin, to w))pfe perfonal intrepidity k ms ow« 
ing that the culprits were brought to trial, and through 
t'lc conhdeiice that was entertained in general Cham^ 
berss brigade, the ieute ace was e^tecuted without diRurb** 
ance. By w^y of precaution, general Chambers had 
bts brigade parade4 in fuch a manner as to be ready to 
charge the regiment to whorn rhe culprits belonged, 
and in front of which the lentence was executed, if a 
mutiny had been attempted. This inilapce of di(ci« 
pline is believed to have had an excellent effefl in pre- 
venting a total fubverfion of difcipline, and reftraili* 
in^ the difpolition of marauding, which at tbattimf) 
threatened to involve the country in gresit dtftirefs* It 
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will ap Kar hereafcer thac an apprehendon of a mutin* 

oils dilpofirion prevailing iti the army, had a difagreea- 
ble etiecton the proceedings of the judiciary. 

General Chambers had noadc fome examples of dif- 
cipline^ before his brigade left the fettlemcnts, where it 
\V3S raifed. 71iis was no doubt one reafon why it fet 
fuch an example of good behaviour and failahied the 
charatfler of being the n^oH or4erly biigade in the right 
^vii ig of the army. To this I heard the commander in 
chief of that \ving,fecretarvHandhon, and many other 
officers bear ample teflimony ; but there was another 
reafoi^ cf greater weight, which influenced that charac* 

tcr. 

« 

The fefiion of afTembly, which was convened during 
the infurredion, obferving a relutlance in the militia to 
turnout in their dalles, ard confidering that there was a 
great number of citizens in the lower counties who had 
religious fcruples againil bearing arms, gave a bounty 
to encourage the enliilment of volunteers^ and many 
of the citizetis whofe duty it was to go procured fub- 
flituies. llie militia corps from Phihidelphla, and the 
counties near it, were chielly compoled of fuch of this 
defcription ; there was a fmalier proportion in general 
Chambers's brigade than in the others, and of confe- 
quence a greater proportion of fuch citizens as turned 
out in their proper clafles ; and it is among thofe that 
yffe may always exped to find the greatefl: refped paid 
to the laws. With orderly citizens, moral principles' 
and a fenfe of hoiiuur will go far in fuppiying the want 
of difcipline. 

There was another defcription of volunteers, both 
from New-Jerfey and Pennfylvania, who neither came 
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fiom the inducement cf a bom,; 7 ncr the exprcftaticii 
of plunder, but purely with a view to lupport the go- ' ^ « 
ternment and law. Many of thefe were men of large 
property, and extenfively engn^ed in budnefs. . They 
cnme at much expcncc and made great facrifice?, many 
of them being unukd to perfonal hardthips flood the ' 
unavoidable fatigue of fuch a journey beyond expecla- 
fioii and wit!\out murmurinjr. Indeed I was a^recablv 
iuipriled to fee them arrive at Bonnet's camp in fuch 
good health and fpkits^ after fo much fatigue. It had 
rained on them almoft every day, from' the time they 
left Bedford lill Lhty ai rived at t!iat place, and ihougU 
they were every way the beil equipped and fuppiiei 
of any troops that ever had marched in the fervice of 
the United States, yet the exceffive rains and cxceediiig 
badnefs of the roado rendered the march very tatiguing 
and uncomfortable, elpecially as a propuition of thd 
road was on mountains naturally fwampy. I do not fay 
that none of them murmured, for fome of them filled 
the news-papers With complaints and farcafms on the 
whilky-men. By reading feme cf thole letters, that 
were piiblilhed, it would have been thought the county 
of Bedford was full cf the moft daring criminals, and 
the army haraiVed to deatl^i, purfuing them over roads, 
that endangered the life of man to pafs,- Stc. where- 
as there were only four piifoners taken or fought after 
in that county, two cf whcm refiJed within a few 
miles of Bedioid town, the orher two v^ere from the 
Glades, 30 miles diliant from Bedford^ and no reiiil- 
ance was attempted by them. In feme of ihefe letters, 
the diifiJultics they encountciLi are niagnlned to a very- 
high degree. " In ilioi t no expeaiilon dLiring the lail 
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war, nor even that of Ebnnibal ovcr-thc Alps, covl6 

equal the infiiperabie hardfhips which we fuffered/ 
is the language of one of them. But thefe foolilh ex- 
aggerations ought no more to fix the charader of thefe 
corps, than the Condu(5l of a few defperate inftttgents 
oLiglir to fix the cliaracter of all the inhabitants of the 
four weftern counties, 

It mud be expedled< that i proportion of thofe wha 
went out as volunteers, in what were called the gentle- 
man corps, were men of the moft ardent fpirits, who 
perhaps miilook the warmth of their paf&ons for patri- 
otifm ; for, it is not uncommon in either religion or po** 
litics to find nijulviiiu mulake the ngitaaoa and biafs 
of their own palTions for zeal or patriotifm< and in the 
cafe before us there might have been incidental preju<* 
dices arifing from other caufes ; but notwithflanding 
the inflanimaioiy materials ot which thefe corps were 
in part com po fed, I have authority for faying, that 
they not only fubmitted to fatigue with the perfever-' 
ance of veterans, but moft of them aded with a becom- 
ing fubordination to orders ; among thefe, however, 
moie than any other corps, did the biuitering threats 
prevail, which fpread fuch a general alarm. 
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CHAR XIIL 



One evil of A pe(juliat tlatuf 6 mt6 
£rom this date of things. The militia corps being iit 

fo great a proportion compoled of fubftitutes, or pet- 
fons induced to eniift by bounty, kc. and the militia 
generally aoc being drelled in uniform, thejr were 
defpifed by thofe who compofed the gentleman corps, 
who always Ipoke of them inthc language of contempt, 
and to this day, in relating the incidents of the cam- 
paign, every thing bad or mean, that was done^ they 
lay was done by the militia. Perhaps this had too 
much foundation in truth, owing to the materials of 
which the militia was in part compofed ; but it is 
exceedingly impolitic to render the militia contemp-' 
tible. The charaAer of the militia ought to be had in 
the highefl honour, and the laws ihouid be fo calcula- 
ted as to render them the moi^ refpedable. They are ' 
•as much the reprefentativesofthe citizens, when they 
are called to fupport the laws of their country, as th 

T 
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members of Congrefsare their Reprefentatives to make 

thofe laws. 

To render the militia refpe(f^able, no fubfiitute 
jhould be admitted, uniefs in«extreme cafes* and evefl 
hi thofe cafes the perfon admitted (hould be of equal 
cliaravf^cr, and have as much at flake in the refult, as 
rhe citizen wbofe place he fupplies. In flioTt be 
ought to have an equal flake, at rift, in the common- 
wealth, and no eKoneiation fiiould be aumitted on 
account of reiigfous fcruples. Thofe citizens, who 
hayenofcruplesagainil beingiegiflators, magiilrates, or 
jiTTors, ought not be admitted to benefit by fuch fdtu* 
pics, when they arc necefTaiily called on, to fupport 
the laws of their country, which are the common 
inheriumce of a)l the citizens. The msbi, who enjoys 
affluence %n the honour of holding public ofiSces, 
ought not on that account to be exernp ed from the riiJc 
and fatigue of militia lervice, in lap port of the govern- 
ment, in which be has mdre at fiake thin his left for- 
tunate neighbours. In the diftributton of natural evils, 
the abodes of honour and affluence are not more free 
bam difeafes and pains, tlian the abodes oi tholOf wha 
ei^ya more f:aiity portion, beither onght they to 
be more indnl^^ed when political difeafes fliake the 
comiiionwealth. i In fuch cafes they ought to fubmii 
IQ c(>mmb9 tiikwith chofe, vvhofe ^ it is. to be in etjua^ 
0»tton8 incheTervice in which they arc employed.' Ta 
have tiie militia difiinguiliicd into gpntlerrcn privates', 
and piebean privates, is wholly anti>republican. A 
Handing army is prsfiemble toa fIKilil!iathnsdKiiDgui&- 
cd. In the late expedition, the nam'fe.wftf/i* was under- 
i^ood to have tiie fame jdea affixed to it^ as plehcan ur 
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Imep order 1^ citizens. An army, arranged in this m?^- 
ncr, never can have confidence within itfelf, nor em- 
brace the confidence of Lheir fellow citizeii^s. 

When it becomes abioiuteiy ueceflary to call out 
the militia to fupprefs infurredions, or to aid ^he civil 
magiftraie againft combinations too powerful for the 
ordinary adminiQration of the laws ; if lIjc militia were 
compofed oi the citizens drawn iji their proi)er ciaiies, 
no one corps could be held in contempt by the ether, 
^ncl every corps would have within itfelf a fufficient 
pumber ol orderly citizens, whdferefped to tbeir own 
charader and to. the laws would be fufficient iecuriry 
againft marauding and other. outrages. AmiHtia, called 
out on thefe principles, in this country where the 
.principles of government are fo generally underftood, 
and where mildnefspf temper is a leading feature in our 
charadler, would certainly be ilie leaft dang;erous, and 
lalfo the moll fuccelbful ; for the infurgcnis in this cafi 
would be lefs ^efperate, as they would have lefs to 
dread. They would conlider the army, as th^irfeiiow 
citizens, difchargi 113 their duty in obedience to the 
jaws, on the fame principles with a court, jury orflie- 
fiff, and not aa P.ffieious knight-errants, who were Hi- 
mulated, perti^ps* by the refpntmenis of political 
party fpirit, gr the antipathies fometimes ariiing from 
local fituation. Nor would they view them as an un- 
difciplinedbandof liibliitutes, induced to undertake the 
ferv'ice by the receipt of bounty and the expedaUoa 
of plunder, without any regard to the love of the go^ 
yeronSLent or the detellaLiou of crimes. This delcnp- 
of ipen are ^uft fo mucl^ wo^fe than a ftanding 
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my, as they are left in the habits of military fubpiw 

dination. 

Being informed from the beft authprky at Car- 
lifle, that id the city of Philade-phia, evcryperfpn, ex- 
cept the I'Cluntcers, whofeduty it was to go on the wes- 
tern expedition, andvvhohadthc means of doing it, pro- 
cured iubilitutes, it is equally certain that this was alfo - 
the cafe in thofe counties, where people entertained re- 
ligious fcruples, and to a certain degree through all the 
flares, on which the requiiitiuns were made. From ihefe 
circuro(l«>nces, and fincling that the word militia was a 
term of reproach attached to the dafs regiments by the 
yolnnieer corps, I was the iefs furprized at the licen- 
tious and inflammatory fpirit, which at that period for- 
med loconfpicuous a trsiitin (he ch2|ra<fier of the army, 
and which it cod the Prefident fo much labour and 
aut iulon 10 fubdue. Indeed it gave me very fenfiblc 
pleafure to difcover fuch corps, as contained a confide- • 
rable proportion of citizens who turned cut in obedi* 
ence to the laws, and not from any finifter inducement; 
as ihefe were the men who had the greatell ccmmon 
intereil in fupportin^ the government, and refioring 
obedience to the laws, where their authority had been 
infringed. I had confequcjuly the moft confident 
expedations, that in ilieir own condudl they would give 
a falutary example of obedience to that authority they 
were employed to fupport, and fiiew a refpe(5l to that 
order, which it was the obje<51 of the expedition to ref- 
tore. . And I felicitate mjlelf and my country, thai I 
W9s not difappointed in my expectation. The people 
of the weftern county generally had the fame impref- 
Jionsi for I have been well infbrmed ^liat ihey difcover- 
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cd mueh greater confiJence hi tiiofc citizens, who turn- 
ed c i:t in their claubs, in obedience lo the laws, and 
treated theni with more refprd, where they cculddil- 
tiDguUli ibcm, than they did others. 

The volunteer corps were more generally men of 
liberal cducaiion, and therefore as gentlemen had a 
ienfe of honour, and would not Aoop to the bafenefs of 
plundering or committing wanton deflru£iion, and the 
moTl refpediable among ihem were fenfible of the im- 
portance cf fettiug an example of obedience lo the 
laws in their own conduA ; and even (uch of them as 
had but little refpeA to the laws, or who thought they 
were not oLligatorv on them in dealing withthofe, whoie 
difobedience they were caiicd to fupprefs, (and fomc 
of them confidered every man who drank whiflcey to 
be of that defcripti^n) yet paid a reitiAaDt refped to 
the exprefs orders of the Pretident ; I fay relinflant, for 
they murmured at them, and with difEculty fubmitted. 

The odentatious vaunts, and ferociousthreats, loud- 
ly exprefied by the bhiflcring blades in ihele corps, 
which were perhaps exaggerated by fame, and the pe» 
cuUar circumflance of their being compofed in part of 
fucii charaAers, as never were feen in arms in the de^ 
fence of their country, when the fuccefs and barbarity 
of a powerful invading enemy required the utmolt ex- 
ertions of all the virtue and energy the cpuntry could 
afford for its defence, at a time when the citizens of the 
rool^ ren:ioie frontier fettlements marched in the moft 
inclement feafons to the diilant (horesin fupportof the 
then vibrating caufe of virtue and mankind ; I fay; 
thefe circumdances made an impreffion unfavourable 
;o the character cf thefe corps ia the minds cf the to^ 
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. ber citi»ms generally thtough tl^ fiate,. M^efpeciaU;; 
tb,qjfe in the wefiern bounties, whp were the objc<5^s of 

their threais, without refped to innocence or guilt, 
Thefe circuipllances gave an apprehenfioi^ that hatre4 
tQ the wefiern people generally, rather than patriptifm, 
was the motive of their being volunteers in the caufe ; 
?ud as hatred always begets hatred and diftruft, foit 
happened 'n this cale, at ieaft fo far as to mar that coht 
fidence which well difpofed people would otherwife 
have entertained; however, the difcreet and humane 
behaviour, which fome of thefe corps difcovered on 
iome trying cccafions, went far to remove this prejudice | 
and it is certain tha( the licentioufnefs of a few contri-^ 
buted more than any other caufe to fix thefe unfavoura* 
ble impreflions ; but even that circumilance arofe na-? 
turaUy out of the principles of their fi^lejflions. 

i^a that extreme degree of inflammation which di(r 
cover^ jtiejf in the array, ha^ been the occafion of 
fcriDus tf^S[e&ipxi^ and given ground to doubt, whether 
^ militia artpy if the beft calculated for the internal 
fupport 6f government, and th^ir foitablenels for that 
purpole is luppoled to be rendered the more quellicna- 
ble by having recomrfe to hiiloripal fads, which rciate 
to a war of brpthers, fromthat of the teq tribes of IfiM, 
^ainft Benjamin at 6ibeah, down to modem times ; it 
js proper therefore to examine further into the inci-* 
dcptalt or extraneous caufigs of th^ infiamrnatory fpiri^ 
in tha armyt befides what arofe froin its ilrudture, and 
the other ciicumfiances I ^ve r^l^ted ; for if in the 
rcfult of the enquiry, it fhould be decided againft a mi- 
Jitia, it will nliorda llrong, if not a conclufive, argument 
in favour -of {landing armies in time of peace, and i^ 
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this is orxe admitted, ertabl idling aa hereditary fiionar-' 
chy becomes abfolucely neceilary, as a thing of eouffcf 
or at lead, at) ariftocfacy as firmly eftabtilhecl, as^ that 
of Venice, with all its tftultifarious perplexity of cbcdka 
and tyrannical guards, calculated for the eternal cxclu- 
iionof equal liberty. But this mortifying refult ought 
not to be adtnitted« without the (Iridleii fcrutiny and thef 
ittlleft CfMiviAion. 

I'hat the citizens woiild have been confiderably in- 
cenfed at iseing called ou^ from their farms and their 
merchandize, to go fucKa^iRance to fupport the exe- 
cation of the laws, even though they thcmfelvcs difap- 
proved of the law that was oppoled, would not have 
been furprifing. But if there had been no extraneous 
Excitements, fympathy would have been mingled with 
their refetitments, and their objed^ would have been to 
reclaim rather than kill, and to reconcile rather than 
infult« They would have been careful to diftinguift 
the innocent from the guilty, and the ignorant and 
miliaken from the intentionally wicked» and have puM 
a facred reipea to the authority of the laws in their 
own depor(ment, while they were contributing to bring; 
fheir fellow Oitisens to punifhment for their difobedi* 
cnce. 1 fpeak of the fc:nper difcovcred at Carlifle, 
rather than their after condud ; in the refult, however, 
it will appear, that that temper was not quite extinguiftH 
ed. Adiong the extraneous excitements may be reck' 
oned the great pains that had been taken to fet the con- 
dudl of the wcltern country people mdifcriminateiy in 
the moft obnoxious point pf view ; even thofe, who had 
exerted themfelves witf) the greateft induftrv, were 
cbaradcrifed as the chief promoters of the iufut- 
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recfion, and ihs outrages were greatly aggravaterl 
bc&h with refpea to their objca and extent. Indeed 
the leading ticters themfelve's contributed to this 
Ia!l circumOance ; they exceedin;^];/ magiiifjed their 
own numbers, boalled of their prowefs, and by biufler- 
^ ing threats intimidated thofe who were oppofed to theds, 
andprnducedafcene of temporizings for a time, in fome 
places, whichwaswellcalculated todeceive the people ia 
theeailernccuntry ;but it was at no time true that judges, 
0iagiftrates« clergy, members of Congrefs and Affembly , 
were oppofed to the execntion of the law, nor that any 
of them even temporifed, except in particular fuuations, 
and for a fticrt time. Thcia (bnders v/cre tiie reports 
of excifemen, and fpics, and were not well founded. 

The evident reluctance of the militia to turn out 
rendered it neceflary to addi efs them with recruiting 
orations, calculated to roui'd their paifions. For this 
purpofe, tiiBing incidents were magnified into crimes, 
and the mofl orderly citizens were charaifterized as 
oiTenders. Indec.l mnny were induced to exped, 
that the whole country wquld be given up to military 
execution and plunder. 

When the commiftioners viere in Greenfburgh on 
tiieir return to Philadelphia, a few drunken wcnhlefs 
perfons, one cf whom had a complaint againft a fervant 
belonging to the chief-jultlce, came in the night to the 
tavern, where the commifTiontrs lodged, rjid demanded 
entrance; but on btingrefufed admittance, and threaten- 
ed by the landlord to be tired on if they periiiled, they 
retired for fome time, but returning again they made 
another atic::;pr, and threw foine Hones at the houle, 
wi(h which they lici^e cxio pan^ of gUl$ iu a window 
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in thefecond ftory. General Irwin upon this, putting 
his head out of the window, threatehed to (hoot 
lome of them if they did not difperfe ; they iitime- 
diately fled, and did niol retufH ag^in. The diilur- 
bance was not fo great as even to awaken fuch of the 
comniillioners as were ^flcep» but from what they 
were heard to fay, ther6 ii no doubt but they defign- 
ed to ufe the cbtxiinifirion£lrs ill. Thejr threatened id 
give the commiflTioners a haftv pa(Tage to Philadeipliin, 
but tliey were few in number andof thfc meanell of the 
rabble ; thete was nothing fefious to be apfiireheaded 
from the attack. They hive Snce been punUhed fe» 
verely by the ilate courts, and if the governor has not 
remitted their fine, are yet in prifon, for none of them 
had wherewith to p^y it* This outrage wasT of fo little 
importance that the comitiiffibhers did tiot even give 
it q place in the catalogue of riots contained in th'e 
report which they made to the Prefidenc, as proofs that 
order was not fufficiently redored when they left the 
Country. Yet ffafisatttfmpt, triflingand nnimportant ds it 
was, wasin the recruiting haranguesand popular orations, 
magnified to an alarming atrocity, and th6 whole coun- 
try charged with being worfe than favages, Cbey having 
maltreat^ ambafladors of peace. I hav6 myfelf feen 
members of the legiflature mobbed and dragged out' 
of their lodgings in the open day. I have feen the 
l6giflature itfelf kept in ^urefs by a' mob, obliged to 
do the nroft importatit bufinefs^, for which they were 
not competent at the time. My own lodging and 
that of other members of the legiflature have been at- 
tacked and a whole window broke in the dead of the 
night. I hsive known the houfes of judges of the fu- 
pteoie court, and other refpeclabie citizens, mobbed in 

U 
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the fame manner, and all this was don'eevcn m the city 
of Philadelphia, and by citizeos, feverafof whom oc* 

CupyhighofEcial nations and eat thebi ead of ihegcK'crn- 
mentat this day, and though thofe combinations were too. 
ftronj for theorditsary power of the civil magillrate atlhc 
timti yet no extraordinary methods wete taken to fupprefi 
I hem. The temporary inflammation was fuffered to 
fubUde, and the whole city was never charged with 
being guilty of iu No refpedable citizen was engaged, 
in breaking the pane of glafs at Grcenflburgh, yet this 
circiirnflance, blazoned as it was, hadanamazing efiecl 
in exciting the militia. Co turn out, and to inflame, 
them a^init the whole people of the w*eilern coanties. 
In going to war with favages, we often hear advocates, 
for extending mercy to them, but the people of the 
weflern country were, by thofewho then gave the tone 
to public opinion, confidered as wild beafts only fit 
fur cxterminaiion, aad to fkewer the WhilLy-mcn, not 
to reclaim them, or to aid the judicary, was the declar-- 
ed objed both in New-rjerfey and Pennfylvania. T 
have the charity to believe, however, becaufe I wlfli 
to.believe it, that in n.oments of cool refledion mar.y 
qf Ahem recollected that numbers of thofe very men 
whotQ they exterminated in imagination, crolTed the 
mountains in the depths of the winter fnows,^ and tra- 
yeried the frozen roads of the lower country, when their 
path might have been traced by their bioodf-to fave the 
city of £hiladetphia.froro the BrJtiOv sktid to prote^ 
their brethren at the mod diflant iiioies ol ]\evv 
jerfey, 

Oneregimeitt of troops, fortbrfS^ye?ra,aDd-anothet 
^f .railttia, marclie^ fromWeflmore'land in ihe winter 
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of 1776, when our caufe was at the loweft ebb. The 
exertions and £ervice of this regular regiment was 
perhaps equal to that of any ptherpn the thenella- 
blifliment, and the militia didlnguiflied themfelves 
in a flcirmifh with the Britilh near Woodbridge, as 
well as in the difc|)arge of oiher daiigerous and 
fatiguing fervices. 

The publication I have already mentioned, pub- 
liili^d by one wl^o was a friend of government, and who 
wiQtfi ii) the chara<5ler and manner of an infurgent, 
on purpqfe to excite the militia *in New-Jerfey a^d 
the lower counties of Pennfylvania, had an incredible 
effed in exciting and inflaming the citizens of that ftate 
andrOthers ; par^cularly the following words contained 
in it: ^^-Brothers, yqu mud not think to frighten us with 
fine arranged lifls of jnlanrry, cavalry and artillery, 

. compofed of your watej-mfloa. armies taken frora the 
Jeifey ihores ; they wouI4g^t 2^ much better figure m 
warring with the crabs and oyfters about the capes of 
Dciavvure. Ic is a cointiioii thing for Indians to Mt^iic 
your bell armies at the proporUo(i of one to hve ; there* 
fore we would Qot befiiate S| moment attack this ^r^ 
my at the rateof one to ten S^c. ** This, together witl^ the , 
ridicule cpniained in it pgaiail the cuaiminioners, paf- 
ted up QU the market houle, an4 pubiiQ\ed in the 

. .gazette, at. the very crifis whenthe neceOity of arming 
the citizens depended on the de^ifions of the mor 
ment, conneded with a milixprefentation of the in- 
fult oflered to tJie comiigiillioners of peace at Greenf-* 

. burgh, excited indignation and rage in altnoft every^ 
breaft. This dialogue, having been afcribed to Brack- 
^n^idgei on accouiK of a iaiut iznitatiou of hisliUe,^ 
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which the author attcmpteld, together with a letter 
from him to Mr. Tench Coxe of Philadelphia, wrote 

at a time when there was danger of letters being inter- 
cepted, and which it feems was inilunderftood> occa- 
'fioned a Veiry [li^h degree of refentment againit bizn» 
and the* whole weftern country. 

A report made by the fecretary of the treafuiy to 
the Preiidem, contaiping a narrative oi the in fiances of 
the oppo&ioi) made to the execution of the excife law 
in the weflem counties, was plfp calculated to inname 
the army in a kigh degree. 

The objecl of this report, however, was not ioleiy 
to influence and inflame the militia agisiinfl the weflern 
country, but perhaps to convince the ailbciate judge 
of the propriety of giving the important certificate^ ne-s 
ceflary to enable the Prelident to call forth the militia, 
and the Prefident of the propriety of exerciiing lhat 
power. 

The narrative begins v;ith denouncing thofe peo- 
ple for holding and circulating opinions, wliichif they 
were criminal, had been entisrtained and circulated 
by the moft rcfpeiflable authority in the United States 
long before, and it goes' on to enumeraie the acts of 
OppoQtion with the higheft colouring they would pofli- 
bly beaV, a pd intermixes real fads with ihifreprefen* 
taiions, or even worfe, and concludes in fuch a manner as 

• to leave an impreffion that there was not a good citizen 
in that country but theVxclfe- officers.- Thi^ coming from 

/ fo refp^dable a quarter, not only mad^ /a deep im- 
preiiion an tiic miiitia, but excited thofe who were the 
Secretary's admirers to a high degree of infiamraation ; 
to make the greateit exertions' to inflatna oi:hec& 
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fgainft thofe who were citizens of the weftem country ; 

by thefe no difference was made, between thofe who 
were guilty of breaking, and thofe v. ho were active in 
fupporting, the laws, nor between thofe who refided 
near where the riots prevailed, and thofe who lived a 
day's journey didant. Further obfervations will be 
^lade on this report in another place. 

I have already mentioned that the infpe«fior and 
JVfarflial left Pittfburgh in a canoe, and going down the 
Ohio till they were pall the Pennfylvania line, came 
through Virginia till they got over the mountains. I 
liave alfo mentioned that three pr four others were very 
tyrannically an J fooiilhly expelled horn Pitlfburgh, 
during the afcendant of Bradford, when his terror 
gave efficacy to fiis demands, when the citizens of 
t^ittfburgh were iinder appreheniions that • that place ' 
was doomed to dcHiuciion, aiid when many others 
would have wiihed ib mlclves and their property well, 
away from it. ' Piitiburgh is fituated on the verge d 
the fettled part of the country, an^i when the rendez-^ 
vous was :it Biaddock's field, the communication be- 
tween it and the country was in a great meaiiare cui^ : 

off. 

Se«^ral of thofe who were thus expelled felt them- 

^^^fdves exceedingly hurt, and expofed the character of 
. the people indifcriminately, in a manner, that while it 
procured fympathy to themfelves, at the fame time 
excited indignation againfl: the citizens of the wefte/i n 
country. The infpedor and marflial aiight have come 
very 6fely through the weftern counties by going a.few 
miles up the Allegany river. Tlie roads nonli of 
pieeniljurgh were not ambufcaded, nor am I convinced 
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tliat the. appreheufion of the roads having been .way^ 
rlaid ac any time was well founded, except when the 
mail was robbed ; but ihisoutogegai ereafonable ground 
to fafpecl that tbey wq^e near the Moaangahela. 
The others that were expelled were accompanied by 
.two members of the Piu(burgh comfniuee as fariEis 
Greenfburgh, and law no appearance of any interrup- 
tion on the road. Colonel NevU kilted in the eartern 
.parts of Wedmoreland. filLafcer the i^arkifon ferry 
.aneetiog, «nd was not didurbed. 

A demociatiC fcciety had been ereded at Wafh- 
.ingtou tov/n, a few months preceding the iDfuireCn 
tioa« and it pubiiibed fome intemperate :refoliuions 
-refpeAing the co&da<^ of .government relative to tbn 

• xiavigacica of the Miuiflippi, the appoipt meat of a chief 
.Juilicc and. a fenator as ambali'adors to Europe, kc. 
r ^|ic I do- not .reoiember that they iaid any thing ,againll 
' thfi excife law. Their refoluttons werf wriHen iri 

• jtcilauon of refolutions that had been publiihed in 
. iCeatucky. Thoiugh ther^ is no proof that thefe publi-« 

cations. had any influence in promoting the infurrec- 
tier;, yet the damned democraticfocietles, as they were 
called, were confidered as the caufe of it by many iq 
. ihoranxiy^ from the .generals down to the privates. \ 
\ found too, that it was generally thought that the coun* 
^ry wa3 fall of thofe focieties, though in fafl there was 
. but ^Qe,.and that ofte had bcen^of fhort duration and 
•i^ompoied of but few members, feveral of wi?om 1 find 
v.^re of the beCl dllpofed citizens; iome of thenL» how- 
vC'v'er, took a piominent ftation in the infurrtcuoa, uf 
wL'ii^b number Mr. Bradford was one. 

The journals of Copgreis and the debates puhlJJ9b9d 
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in the newS-papers in the winter ioilowing, will give a 
Handing ttftimoiiy of' the ifritation that prevailed at 
that time againft d^mocrailc fodefies, net oiily iir the 
army» but in the councils of the United States. This 
attempt in governmenc to^ fiipprefs popular focieties 
' hiid a ti^ttdency t6 rieVixr^ thtm wheti thfcjr Were on the 

decline. I li r e ever tlldught it impoHfic in govcm- ' 
ment to denounce, where it c^riiiot punifli. Societies 
cannot be fupprefled in a free gdvcrnnScnt; norfbould 
ii be attempted: They will do good or ill according to' 
the good fenfe and diicretioli of thofe who compofe , 
them, therefore in order to reform focieiies we mud 
begin with making men wifer and better ; when they* 
blazon the meafures of adminiftration or panegyrize 
tbie perfons whocondu^ ibem, thev are not denoun- 
ced, therefore when they do otheiwife tl^ymuftbe 
tolerated. 

After making competent alowanceS for thofe extra- 
neous caufes of irritation, and- for the materials of 
which many of the militia corps were compofed, La 
a deciiion in favour of employing the militia, when aa 
armed force is abfolutely neceflary to be clmployed in • 
fupporting the execution of civil or criminal proceis, 
is conclu^ve* I fay when an armed force is abfolute- 
ly neceflary, for furely a fherifi *s poffe^ taken from the 
mafs of the freeholders, iiS thertioft proper fbrce for that 
purpofe. It has the example of pail ages, and the lef- 
timony of experience in its favour; and if this force 
had been employed in due feafon, another force wot.ld 
not have been neceflary in the weftern counties. 

li is beyond my purpofe to en^uiae or develops 
whateffeds would have refulted from employing a fiand- 
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iDg army in ths execution of civil or criminal procefi ; 

butivlnju the revengeful temper, and ncfariousendea- 
vours to grauty that Lemper, through intiuence obtain- 
ed in the army and with the judiciary, that was exhibit- 
ed in the wcilcrti expedition, and which will be related 
in the fequel^ is conridered, it will readiiy be admitted, 
that if a mercenary army, had been employed on that 
occafion in preference to a militia, iuftead of the puny 
attempts that were made, there would have been iuc- 
cefsful exertions, to facrilice innocent vidims to party 
fple^ and perfonal rancour. 



Digitized by Google 



Insurrection: 169 



c a A V. xrvi 



A BOUT feveri o'clock in the morning 
of the day on which wc arrived at Carllfle, we waited on 
(he Prefident^ and delivered to him the refolutiom of 
afTu ranee agre<^d oiiaL ihe kcoiid meeting^ at Parkifon's 
Ferry. We iound him alone, and were received and 
treated with politenefs and attention. After a fbort 
converfatidn be informed us that he was juft going out 
about fome buiinefs relating to the army when he faw 
us approarhing, and that after breaktait he was going 
to fee a divifion of the army inarch, that therefore he 
could not examine the papers at prefent, but would 
converfe with us on the fubjed at ten o'clock that 
morning. 

When we waitedon himatten o'clock, we found him 

in company with governor Howell, to whom he intro- 
duced us. Col. Hamilton then fecretary of the treafury 
was prefeiM;. ^1 the time, but governor HoweU 
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withdrew before the conveifation ended. The Pre'- 

t 

fident opened the converfiition with a difcourfe on th£ 
fubjedl of the rcfolutiotis. In which he expatiated at 
confiderable length on the evils occafioned by the in- 
furredion, and the injury refulting frdin it to the 
. caufe of liberty and the.gMcral iaterefis of repuUicaxi 
government in the world. He faid that the outrages^ 
committed againft the government^ and the peace of 
the citizens in the wefterh • counties, had agitated th^ 
United States from one end to the other^ like an elec- 
trical {hock, and dilpoied lliein very generally to 
turn out in fupport of the violated laws ; he Ipoke of 
the refpedability of the army that was then at the pl^ 
ces of rendezvous, or on their march, and the alacrity 
with which they left their farms and their mei'chandizo, 
in OKier to fupport the goveinmentv and laws, when 
called on (as that pnrpofe* and faid that it was found 
Tiecdirary to fend repeated expreffes to prevent too 
great a number from marching from fome of the 
fiatest particuiarly New-Jerfey, and that Al the ibtef 
that had been called on, appeared to have fent for^* 

ward the quota required. 

He lamented the fncrificcR that the farmer and 
merchant were under the necelTuy of making, and the 
great expence that would be incurred to the govern^ 
iDEiettt by the expedition. He exprefied his allonifh- 
ment, that the people were fo blind to their own iir- 
tered as not to liave prevented the neceffuy of it by 
giving to the cottimiffioners fuch adurances of their 
fubmiP^pn to the laws, as would have fheltered then: 
from puni&ment and fecured the redoration of 
ovdcr# and that we and other well difpofed cidzeaf 
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%tA not been more fuccefsful in perfuadiog them to 
Uke that faliscary courfe. He concluded his obferva- 

tions on this fubje(f^, by givipg his opinion, that the 
^ibiutiops whici) we had prefenced were not fu£Bcient« 
]Y unequivocal to juftify him in difmiffing the army, 
now when they were ^endezvoufed, and the greateft 
proportion of the expences incurred, and the facrifices 
the merchafit and farmer already made. He apt* 
pealed to our own knowledge, that the preparation for 

an expeditign was the greateft p^it of the expencc, and 
obierved, that being thu^ f^^r advanced, it would be 
sieceflary to obtain further and more ample affiirancei 
of fuboriffion, before he could difmifs the army, than 
perhaps would have been required at an eatlicrpei iod; 
That the objedls to be obtained by the expedition were 
imequivocal iiifunince^ of fubniffion to the laws, and 
protedion to the officers of the revenue fpr the future ? 
and that the good difpoftt ions of government, exprefled 
by the commiflaoners, being rejeAed, and tlie march of 
(he army rendered neceffiiry< fom<i atonements would, 
be required for the infra<5\ions committed againfl the 
i^aws^ Obfi^rving the reii^lutions referred liim 
^U8 for further information, ipvited us to proceed 
in giving it to him. 

We, in reply, exprelled our unfeigned fiiLisfaL^ion 
at difcovering that the authocity gi the United Statea 
could call forth f^ refpedabie and well equipped an 
army, to fupport the government and laws, when fuch 
a racafure became neceflary, and at the patriotifm dif- 
played by thole who had made luch facrihces foi that 
purpofe ; but exprefled our fincere grief for the occa* 
^10^ that ha(^ i^oder^ ft^h a d}ffhj of power an<i 
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patriotiftn necellary* We expreiTed our opinion, thftt 
a militia army was the moft congenial to a republicaa 

government, and themofl favourable to liberty, but ftig-» 
gelled ferious appreheniions thai from fome peculiar 
circumltancesthe ptef^nc iniiitia army, though fo very 
refpe(5lal4et hadi'imlo^ethrffatemng afpedl to the people 
q[ the weftern country than even a luercenarv army 
i^nd fuggelted lim- tl^eir irritation and fenie of infult 
inighc be in proportion fo their iveaUbt refpet^biliiy, 
jindthefacrifkesT^hich they bad madev and that from^ 
thefe circumftances the difficulty of introducing difci- 
pline, an4preleTving fuborciination to the laws in thear- 

Viy« niight^incr^9i^4> We acknowledged the wifdom* 

^nd humanity, difp^ayed by the Prefident, in fending 
^omiuifiionerSf v^ited 'wiih fuch ample authority to' 
l^ellore ord^i by granting ^ liberal an amnefty to ihe 
infurgents^ and our grief that this beneficent meafure 
had not rendered coercive meafures unnecefTary, and^ 
then proceeded (o relate the circumilances which con**' 
tributed to prevent chae falutary meafare from bei^ 
completely fijccefsfuL • i . • • » 

* In doing tlv«i we flated briefly the unforefecn an4' 
yntowar^ciccun^fianeesv that rendered it impolBble for 
the well dtfpofed people to prevent the commencemene 
of the infurfeifiion ; fuch as their dillance from each 
^ther, the hurry, of thefeafonf ajad the fecrecy of the 
marthal's arrival and progre% • whigh put it out ot-the^ 
power of the friends, of order to make any arrange-^ 
xnents for his pKOie^lipp,, and to preferve the peace of 
the country i tbs^t it required- time for the well difpofed 
people to know in whom they could confide, and thi|- 
unexpectednei^ and rapidity of the ouiiage6 at §i(t 
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truck people with fuch aftonifhment, as required time 
for reflexion before exertions could be made. The 

Ipackwarducfs of well difpofed people, u Ijo were inno- 
cent, to expofe themfelves, the terror that was fpread 
abroad by thofe who became leaders among the infur- 
gents, and the diiapprobarioa of the excilie law, even by 
many, who, though ihey were difpoled to fubmit to it, 
liefitated fome time before they would put themfelves 
^o rifle for its fupport, rendered it impofiible 1o put a 
Hop to the diforders without time and labour. We 
detailed the imperious and unforeieen circumllances, 
that in a great meafure fruflrated the intention of the 
Meeting of the committee of 60 at .Redftone old fort, 

• 

and the motives by which the innocent citizens were 
aduated in declining to attend the meetings^ or refuiing 
^ fign the indrument of aflurances fubmitted to them 

by the comniii'liont^rs. We gave a candid accountoi the 
violent opp.oiiLion that was given at fome towniiiip 
Meetings, t^lid ^erced, that this violent oppofiti&n, 
as far vs' was^witbiiH our knowledge, was, with very 
few 'exceptions, inade by the moft ignorant and ob- 
ftinate claf$ of people, tome of whom are to be found 
^1 ail countries ;> that few of thefe having either charac* 
ter or property to Ipfe, availed themfelves of this fea- 
(on of diloider to infalt judges, magiftratcs, and gener- 
ally thoie peojple to vnhom they, on other occafioos^ 
had recourfe for fuftenance, or to whom they ufu'ally 
reforted for advice in their difTicuiiici : And hi the 
^^w places, where thefe gave diflurbance, tliat their fuc* 
cefs was owing to their 4«fperatton, and not to the great- 
nefs of their number ; that from the very circumftance 
- . .of, tbeir Ij^ying iittie or i^i^thing to iofe, their threatt 
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of burning, and other ads of violence, were the motf 
dreaded; yettbatnotwithftandingtheir threats, there ha4 - 

not been n fingle inilance of their having been put in 
execution on this occaliop- We {\ated» ib^t tkeic werfi 
not the people that ever could give trouble to goyern- 
inent in fettled times, and that moft of them hadcome 
in, fome of ihejp in tears, within a few days, and re- 
fuelled to be peimitted to iigii the ^(fuiances ; and tbac 
in many places th^y bad been permitted to fign, witl\ 

certification, however, that ihougb it might go in abate- 
ment of their otience, yet it gave tuem no cl^im for ai^ 
amnefly* We affured the Prefident, that but few of 
tliolfe who oppoftd tjif figning had been guilty of 
other offcp^e^j except, |>erhaj)s, \^here the riots ori-f 
^i^iated. * 
alfo aiTured him, that in ^11 the coucities profev 
cutions had been commenced againft fuch of them,asit 
was thought ncc^ffary and prudent ior the prefent peace . 
of the country to profecute ; and that what had been 
done in this way renderedit certain, that thepubUcpeac^, 
cpuld be j^referved, and atonements procured for infracr^ 
(ions commitffd on the laws by the ordinary pro<;eed- 
ings in the courts of juftice \ and gajve it as our opinion, 
tliat if the powers of tke commiffioners had not expired 
fo foon, order would have beep perfediy reitored, and 
fatisfadlory aflurances of fubmiffion to the laws obtain- 
ed. We informed him, that the newfpapcrs, contain^ 
ingthe girders to the militia to hold thcmfelvcs in rea- 
disdf to sifrch, coipin| toParkifons terry meeting 
pn themornHig ^ftei; the arrival of the commiffioners 
had been announced, excited an inflammatory agita- 
<ioa of mind wirfi manyi which tended, for a time, Yk. 
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6ffiice the favourable impreflions^ that bad been previ* 
ouQjr made, by the approach of the commiffioners being 

announced, the extent or nature of whofe powers 
was not yet generally knOwfl, and that in iad this cif* 
l^umilauce irritated fome who bad been h^rc^ofore 
well difpofed. Thatt generally, all who had been difaf** 
fe<flcd to independence, either among the Englifli or 
Germans, countenanced the dilorders, and were oppoled 
to the reiteration of otder ; that dmongthofe^ flranger^ 
were known to be emcJtaincd, who were fnppofed to 
be emiiTaries from places at a diftance. 'ri)at though 
the fpirit of diforder fpread like an epidemic front 
place to place, yet at every attempt to reflore order; 
feme piogiels had bfeen made, and many induced to 
foriake the caufe of oppofuion } that after tiie Redilone 
ineetingt few; if any citizdnSi othefwife fenfible and 
difcreet, adhered to the infurgemsi that in confequenct 
6f this, thofe wlio coritinued obilinatc becameihe more 
jefperate in proportion to the fmaiinefs of the number 
6f tatn of difcretibii and property that countenancedt 
them, and li8 their laft hopes of fuccefs in their oppo- 
fition depended On their preventing the fuccefs of the 
toeetings for giving afTurances on ibe lllh of SeptemW 
fcer« the agents of Tom the Tinker made their lafi 
effort to defeat the falurary intentions of thcfe towniiiip 
noeetingsv yet with all their indufrrv, it was but iti com"' 
|>ar4itively few places that they had any fuccefs,^ or prd* 
duced any difiurbance. 

We alfured him that the greatefl caufe of fo fmall 
ninnbcr figning the declaration of fubmifllon, was the 
TeludUwice of the innocent to give fuch. affurances aa 
iai^ imply an acknowledgment of guili, hiv g the 
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appearance of giving a new tcft not required by lawfj 
dr (as they thought the words indire^Uy meant) pre* 
vent them from petitioning for a repeal or revifion of 
the excife law. That it was this principle that influ- 
enced the whole county of Fayette, the greater extend 
of WeClmoreland, aiid the fromiet parts bf the other 
counties, to withhold their fignatures from thefe affur-* 
anccs prefcribed by the couimiflioners. 

We Aated that from the meeting at Reddone, but 
efpecially from Si view of the chdra6%eT8 who itx fome 
places oppokcl the giving aflurances to government, 
the well difpofed people had become convinced that it 
was their duty to fland forth with grsater vigour in 
fupport of the laws $ that they, having come to knovrj 
and have confidence in, each other, had very generally 
entered into alTociations to fupport the laws, and that 
thefe aifociations in favcur ef government were geher* 
ally entered into within a few days after the i 1th of Sep- 
tember, andhad every appearanceof beingfofuccefsful^ 
that the people, who had been the moft troublefome, 
folicited permiffionto iign the ailbciatious as a matter of 
favour, and that fioce that time there had neither been 
ditiurbances nor threats. 

We alio flated, that on the whole a much greater 
proportion of ufeful information had been dineminaied 
among the people, rcfpscling their pclincal duties and 
interefis than formerly, that the number of thofe who 
bad qualified themfelves for giving information,' and 
who were induftrious in inflrui^^ing their neighbours, 
v. cie iji caiiy cncicaicd in the country, and that many 
of the clergy were particularly ufeful in this way, and 
had been induftricus in promoting fubmiiSon to the 
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hws, that the infolence of the mod ignorant and turbu-f 
lent perfons had fully convinced all men of difcretion 
and intereft in the country, that if they permitted go- 
vernment to be violently oppofedt evea in the execu- 
lioa of an obnoxious law, the fame fpirit would iiaidral- 
ly lead to tlie deitruction of all fe curity and order; they 
&w by 6xperienc«! that in a fldte of anarch y the name 
of liberty would be prophancd tb laniHioii the rooft 
defpoLiC tyranny, that for fome time a(ter the com- 
mencement of the infurredion^ the extreme agitation 
of mind that prevailed operated as a repullive princi**. 
pie againft receiving information, but that, that temper 
paving, fubiided, there was now a foLicitude to be in- 
formedy and that in fsldl niany who had been adlve in 
ibme of tUe diforders, being fmit6 codvificed of their 
foll)% were now among the firmeft friendsof order, and 
a<^ive in promoting '^hac difpoiiuon among their neigh- 
bours/ This circuiiiQanc^f together with the leaders 
having generally figned the amnefty, and left the more 
ignorant and obtUnate to Chift for thcmfelvcs^ we faid 
would for the future deHroy ail confidence among 
thofe who might be difpofed lo comnfit difordersi ; that 

added 10 this tht: general convidioii now prevailing 
among men of property and difcretion, that it is 
their intereft as well as duty to prefer ve order, afforded 
the itronged ground of rational confidence, that in fu- 
ture the laws would be obeyed and the oiiicers proted- 
ed. 

With refped to dtonements, we fuggeded^ that i( 
the army marched into the country in order to procure 
them, tiie moil proper objects having already fhekered 
tbemfelves under the faith of government, thofe who 

Y 
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were guilty and had wst figned the amnefty would bavtf 

time to eflape vvliile the ainiv was advancing. Wc 
piopofed to carry tip with us in confidence luch in- 
i: r r ions as the Prefidcnt would ttanfarit to any perfoOi 
\viiOP» he would appoint to cowitncnce ptofecutionsy 
n .N-i : .1 (hat in that way alone proper fubjee^ls for 
mcAir.g a'onenicnt could be procured^ and that doing 
Uii.s, wo'Ad aiiorcl a decifive teft whether the execution 
O; r'^f ■ r- ' 1 he rnoDoried or not. We ccncludcd 
L\v i L'^nc iliigtite President to inform us if time would 
ht: allowed to procure more certain and ufiequiva^ 
Or! r'«i'i ranees, and if ! hi 3 was granted, in what inannet 
iU. iiiuraiices fliould he obtained, and how, or where, 
they iiiouid be communicated to him. ■ 

The Prcfident, in reply, affufed us that it . wemld 
iiave tc^Ai his wiih to have auihorifed lIic commiihon-'- 
ers to have given the people fiifficient time for the 
agitation to fubfide, and to be informed of the terms 
and to deliberate on them, without ordering the miiitia 
to be in readineis for marching, if time and other cir- 
cuLuilances would have permitted, but that the timC 
the infurre^icn Commenced was not df his choofing, 
and was too near the winter to enable him to aiicrd the 
time be wilhed to have given, and that the fiame having 
caught in Maryland, and fymptoms of it having becfn 
difcovercd in fomfe other places in Pennfylvania, ren- 
dered it ill! proper to delay the expedition till the 
fpring, lell the ilame ihouldfpread further. 

] le faid there were fome diforderiy corps in the 
army, that fome diforders had been committed on the 
march to Cariifle, and that two men had been aduaiiy 
killed, he defcribed, circumilantialiy, the manner ii^ 
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?whichthcy were kiiied, and faid that though frptn the 
Information ^le had received neither cafe appeared to 
have been murder, yet he had given up the authors of 
both thefe offences, to l.he laws of our own llate, and 
would do fo in every inftance, where the laws required 
tliat this (hould be done* and he aiTured us that he would 
provide by difperfnig the dilbrdei ly corps among bet- 
ter troops, or oiherwife, that they Uiould be kept in 
Arid fubordination, that in every inAance, where in- 
fradions were made on the law^s by any of the army, 
they fhoaid be luhjeded to pnniihtnent. Me alTi^red 
us further, that the army ihould not coniider them- 
ielves as judges or executioners of the laws, buL as cm- 
ployed to fupport the proper authorities in the execu- 
tion of them. That he had been obliged to leave 
Virginia, before he tranfaded fome neceO'ary buiine6« 
which he had intended, aud to come in ha(le to Fhila<* 
deiphia on account of the inlunevftion, and that he had 
left Pbiiadeiphia, where we knew his prefence was ne- 
ceflary to prepare for the meeting of Congrefs« in or-- 
^er to come to the army ; that he mixed and converfed 
daily with the officer?, and that his great object in all 
this was to imprefs the army with a proper fenfe of the 
importance of fubmitting to the laws, and that unlefs 
they did fo, the lafl refort of a republican governir.enc 
^'ould be defeated. He added that he would go to the 
Maryland Brigade, then rendezvoufed atWiiiiams-port, 
and from thence to the Virginia troops at fort Cumber- 
land, and return by Bedford, where the troops now 
on. their march from Carlille would encamp for iome 
timci and that his great object \yould be to iinprefs on^ 
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the army, in tbefe different places, a fcnfe of the neceC!* 
Jity of its fubordination to the laws. 

With refped to the expence, &c. of the expedition, 
he faid there might fome good grow out of it toconfole,^ 
if -not compenfate us. I'hat thongh we had made a re* 
publican form of government and enacted laws under it, 
yet we bad giveii no tedim'ony to the world of being, 
able V or Willing to fupport our ^overhmcnt and laws',' . 
that this being the firft inOance of the kind fince the 
commehcen^ent ot the government, he thought it his 
duty to bring tut fudh a force as would not only lief 
fufficient tofubdue the infurgents, if they made refift- 
ance, but to crufti to atoms any oppofition that might 
rife in any other corner ; that this would operate in fa- 
vour of humanity, by eflfiefflu^Iiy difcouraging any, that 
miglit be otherwile fo difpofed, frum provoking blood- 
ied; and that in the refult it might teach the citizens 
to be more cautious of writing or fpeakin^ in fuch a 
manner of the meafnfes of government, as might havcf 
a tendency to inflame the citizens, and would alfo con- 
vince other nations that we could defend ourfelves. He 
faid that the queftionis we had aiked, iefpe6ing further 
afliirances, would require fome time for confideration, 
and appointed us to wait on him again at five o'clock in 
the evening. ' . . » ^ f 

In the evening interview, the Prefident declined 
fending forward with us or others, orders for fecurin^ 
offenders. This we expelled. He told us that we ought 
to know among ourfelves who were guilty, and pr<)ie- 
cute them. He encouraged us to take mor^ unequi- 
vocal alTurances from the people, but made no pro- 

snifeof amneftyon the account; of thefe aflfurances, bat, 

. * 

•i . _ > .. % . .. . ■ 
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f'^'pr.itedly faid that they m'i^lit do gocd, snd cculd do 
po harm, and he on this and every other occafioa 
preiied k on us to take the ittn\pfl: care that one gun 
fhonld not be fired, and added that if one gun was 
fired, he would not berefponfibleforthe confequences; 
we allured him that there was no defign of tnakUig le- , 
fidancet but on the caution bfing repeated, we remark- 
ed that if a fool or defperate man, to prevent hioiiielf 
from being taken, ftiould fire a gun, that it would be a 
great hardlhip if thewhole country (hould be implicated 
in his guilt ; he anfwered chat he did not intend that thef 
fliooldt but that we did not know what might be the 
confequence of firing one gun. He told us that he 
did not command the army, in perfon, but had ap* 
pointed governor Lee commander in chief, and men* 
tioned who were to command the militia of the dif- 
ferent ftates, and direded ihe orders he had prepared, to 
be read to us^ as far as they refpeded the fubor^ination 
of the army to the laws. 

* We had free ijccefs to con\ ri fe on every topic 
(bat we liiought might be ufeiui, a$ long as we judged 
in convenient to (lay, and in the courie of the conver- 
fttion fecreta'ry * Flamilton, who was prefent and 
took a part in the general converfation, afked ns what 
were the grounds of our own confidence of fubmiihon 
to the laWs« and the proteAion to be afforded to 
piiicers in the different parts of the country. 

In anlwer to this we related the pnrricular inftan- 
ces of cbercion that had recently been given in the 
different countiesi which difcovered that there was both 
a difpcriiuonand ability to put the laws in execution in all 
the four counties. We mentioned as another ground of 
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our confidence, the induRry of the clergy in promotiti^ 
lubmifTion tothe laws, and fiaredfeverai inilances of it, 
iuch as Mr Miilin of Wa(hingcon county lefufing 
foadminider the facrament of the Idrd's-fupper to his 
congre^ntion, until tli. v would fnbmit to the laws, and 
Mr. Porter of We ft more land, who laboured pubiicij 
and privately with fuccefs from the beginning, to pre* 
vent the fpirit of diforderfromfpreading in his congre- 
gation ; that many other clergymen had di(linguifhe<^ 
themfeives, aud, chat as foon as the agitation of mind 
iiadfubfided which in fome places rendered men deaf to 
infiruLlion foraiiine, they had great luHuence with the 
people in bringing them to a fenleof their duty. Wo 
alfo flated that all the judges of the court in the diffe- 
rent counties, without exception, the juftices of the 
peace, and all who ever had been, or then were. Mem- 
bers of Affembly, with a tew exceptions, chiefly in one 
county, were, and always had been well difpofed, and 
tlial in general ail who had been diftinguiihed for uii- 
derdanding, to wliom their neighbours in fettled 
times had looked up to for counfel, were th^ friends of 
order. 

We obferved that durint; ihe a<^itation a remarka- 
ble change appeared to have taken pla cc in lociety, 
that an unufual number of falfehoods, alTerting that a 
vaft variety of unufual and opprelTive taxes had been 
laid by Cougrefs, that the wages of tiie members had 
been raifed to eight dollars a day, &c. and that 
in confequence of thefe reports, men who held 
offices either in the Fedeial or fiate gcvcnui:ents, 
were conlidcred as combined agamit the people, 
and difcredited in contradiding thofe reports, while 
at the fame ciire every traveller or vagrant was credi- 
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ted in averting tbem, but that now, people having beeii 
• genera Hv undeceived^ would never fufFer them- 

fel\ t s ( J iiL fo milled (or ihe future by crediting fuch 

On being afted by the fecretary, what ground of 
confidence we had with refpetfl to the country adjacent 

ro ihi- Mo!K"]iv>ilicla, we aniwered that not having 
been piefeni at the iail meeting at Parkifon's Ferry we 
had net pcrfonal knowledge .refpe(5ling that country^ 
buttliat A^eKL^nder Addlfon, Prefidentof the ftate courts 
in th^t diftriCt, whohadbeen fecretary of the meeting 
at Parkifon's Ferry, had informed us by letter, that he 
bad converfed with the principal diftilkrs who refided 
there, and that they had ail'-jitd him that they would 
all fubmit to the law. We added that Mr. Andrew 

Farlane, who reiided in the fettlement, where the 
oppofition had been the niort violent, and who had 
himieif been obnoxious to the rioiers, had tra\ ciicd 
down the road with us, and alfured us, that he wou'd 
be refponfible with all his eflate, which was conlide- 
ble, t or fubmiflion to the law, and protection to thcf 
officers in that fettlement ; and that he would even per- 
toit the office to be held in his own houfe, and be ref- 
ponfible for its fafety i that on alking him if he would 
permit an office to ha kept in his houfe, fuppofmgthe 
officer to be very unpopular, he replied , that if that 
fliouldbe the cafe, it might be more prudent for the offi- 
cer to hold it for fome time in Pittflburgh ; wherethegar- 
yifonwas; but that a perfon who was not otherwife ob- 
noxiouswould be iit no danger from holding the otHce. 
Mn M* Farlane's houfe is in Allegany county, but part 
et hii land is in Walhington 

I ♦ Sec Note A. end of v lume. 
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We acknowledged that a number v^ere backwarct tS 
believe tliat the miiitia would march out againd thea>; * 
bui Uiat I his was occafioned by the reports they heard 
altnoft ev^ry day, of liberty poles being eredled in th^ 
did counties, of the iniliti^' refusing td turn out, or ' 
determining to join the Infurgents, when they did come; 
that hearing of the threats of violence that had beeii 
Uttered by fome, and greatly magnified by report; 
deterred waggoners and other trsfvellers from telling the 
truth, uniefs ihey were certain of the coiopany they 
were in t but that this deception no longer exifled, and 
had generally prevailed only with a very ignorant fet 
of people who were almoil ihe only ungovernable pef- 
fons, iha: we had any trouble with towards tlie lafl. 
That ihe agitation of mind^ anxiety, and apprehenfion!^ 
of danger, falfe alarms and fufpicions, which perplexeci 
fociery for a few weeks, had rendered the dtizcns ge- 
iieraiiy extremely delirous of having order rellored,' 
and that before it had been fo £ar accotnplifhed, every 
mail of influence and unJcilianding was folly con- 
vinced that it was for their Own intereft to have the 
laws fuppor ted, and officers protedted, inthedifchargeof 
•iheirduty* The ftate officers themfelves conceiving that 
thetranfition, from iuppreffing excifemen tothat of in- 
fuking judges and other Hate officers, was very eafy* 
felt themielves particularly interefled in refloring 
Older, and then v^e cblerved that tiuni liiis general 
apprelienfiou of danger aud anxiety for order, there 
arofe a greater fecurity to government, than the moft 
folemn declarations could poflibly have otberwifd 
given. 
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We fuggeUed that the aiTurfince? which might bd 
jirocurcdby thenasirch of the army« and making feverp 
Samples by way of atonetdent, might not be unequi* 

Vocal, that it rni^ht polTibly rather increafe anlmoiity 
ind thange ihip diredioh of tefentment from public 
outrages to private revenget which was Ihe more dan- 
gerojis, as it wpuld he more difiBcult to guard againft 

The Prefident had informed us, that it was thd 
ppinton of a dumber of the mod refpedable of our 

own citizens, that the march oi ihc ai my would be ne- 
ceflary, not only for the reftoring fubmilTion to the re- 
Veoue l^wsi but for the protedion of well difpofed 
cittzcnsi We acknowledged that appearances about 
the timeihar the commillioilers went away^ and at feme 
places on the day of iigning the declaration, were fuch 
ap to juftify that opinion, biit aifured him that from th^ 
change of temper, which had been evidenced, feme 
of the bed informed nf thofe who gave that opini- 
.dn had chailged their fentiments, that probably all had^ 
that though foihecitizeiishad received infu Its, yet theV 
• did not wilh for an army to revenge their caufe, that 
the courts having been held through the whole circuit 
Withoiit infuk or oppofitton, there was no room to doubt 
^t they weris fully competent to the protedUon of thjS 
citizens. 

We enquired whether advantage would be taken of 
. w^nt of form in figning the declaration ? The Prefix 
dent faid he could not inform us unlefs he knew tlxe 
circumdances. We .explained to him, th^t we meant 
only iuch wantof form as did not ariie from ai;^y fau)t 
ip cue p.erfdn claioodng theAmnetlyi butCf9in the qon* 

Z 



* 



Digiiizea by Google 



i86 HISTORY OF THE 

dudl, of others, fuch as the papers being torn by a def- 
perate banditti after they had been Ggned ; to this it 
was repiied, tliat no atlv>ntage fliould be taken oi want 
• of mere maticr at form. 

At this and ali the other interviews^ the PtefidecTt 
authorifed us to aiTure the citizens who had flieltered 
themiv h'es under tlic faith of governmciu, that one 
hair of their head liiouid not be iujured« let their crimes 
have been ever fo. great* 

We undertook to procure litore general and utf*- 
equivocal a(Viirances, and to tranfmitthem to the army, 
and were aiiured that the army would hait fome time 
at Bedford, fo as to give an oppoitunity of procuring 
the affurances, and that they would be weH received. We 
then withdrew with a view of returning homewards 
next morning, but the Prelident fent his private fe- 
cretarv early next morning to our lodging, to aik us to 
wait on him again before we left town, but having rode 
out a few miles to lee relaiions, the Preiident was gone 
out to the army before we returned ; but as he re- 
turned from feeing the lalf diviiion of the army begin 
their march, he flopped his horfe before the door of 
our lodging, and calling us to him, converfed fome 
time with us in the llreet, and appointed us to wait 
on him again in tht^ evening, and to bring fome aifur- 
ances which we had infoi uicd him we with us, that 
had been fubfcribed after the i ith of September. We 
fpent that evening converfing in the fame manner, as 
we had done the former, and chiefly on the fame fub- 
jeds, till we thought it convenient to retire. \Vc 
were difmilTcd as politely as we had been received, 
and in all the opportunities we had of converfing with 



4 



Digiiized by 



I N S y R R E C T I 0 N. 187 

t^e Prefident, we vvere treaied with that candour and 
politenefs which have at ^11 tiucies diUinguiihed his 
chaTa<f)er* 

At parting, both on this and a former intei vieu-, we 
expreffcd a wiQi that the Preiident could accpmpany 
the arinv to its fartbeft deftlnation, znd acknowledged 
that he had given evei v pofTible adurance of the army 
l^ingkept in fubordination, flicrt of what his own 
prefence and authority along with it would produce. 
HjC replied on this occaBon, that if when at- Bedford 
he difcovercd tli iL his pit rci:cc would be neceflary, 
and he was not under the uecciiity of returning to Phi- 
ladelphia, lie paflibly \yould ftay with the army, if it 
2|dvancedinto the weftern country. 

I do not pretend that we were treated witli atten- 
(iop, frqm any peculiar attachment to us, whether iha^ 
was fo or not is a matter of no importatice }n this cafe, 
i he at entioq however that he paid to u$ was the reluU 
of found difcretion. He was apxious lo prevent 
bloodflied, and at the fame time to enlcrce due fub- 
iniflioii to the laws, with as little trQuble as poflibie, and 
by encourag;ing us to procure more explicit alibranccs; 
lie was accompiiihing a pnncipfil ohject of the : . .^di- 
fiop, before the army arrived. ifVndin fact, fiiciiexp;icic 
allurances were procured before they arrived, that no- 
thing remained to be done by them but to jupport the 
civil magillratc in procuring proper fub^ects to atone 
ipr the outTage»\chiii£ had been committed. 

The Prelident was very fenfule of the inflammatory 
and ungovernable diCpoliiion that had dilcovered itlelf 
in the amy before h t arrived at Cariifie, r.u i he hai 
JXoX ouly . laboured iocefllmtly tp remove that i^iilt a^^^ 
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prevent its effcd^s, but he was foHcitous al'fo to rempvf 
bur fears. As often as we fuggellsd apprehenliOns of 
danger from that quarter, he confoled us with auurati-» 
CCS of good diicipiihe and fubordination to the laws bet- 
ing enforced, and of the diforderly corps being difperfed 
amorg fuchas were more orderly, or if that Would not 
do, that they (hould be difcharged wiih itifmy« Or- 
ders were adluallv given this efre<5l, and at lesrft ii| 
fome inrtanccs pundually executed. 

The Prelident!s attention lo promote fubordina* 
don to the jaws, and curb the difpofition to liqentiottf* 
nefs, which was too evident, and to give Us fufficietlt 
confidence to encourage the people in the weftern 
country, was found policy ; for though nothing could 
be conceived more diiirei&ng to us than the vcrj; 
thoughts of hoftile oppofition to the aufhdHfy 6f thfc 
United States, ann though it was weii ktiown that we 
jiad made every exertion in pur' power to prevent it» 
yet if the army had marched to the weftern countty 
Vinder tl^e prevailing influence of that inflammatory 
and licentious fpiric, wliich difcovered ^tfcif among a 
jpart of tiiemfor fome time at Carli^e, we muft bav^ 
thought it our duty to haye returned with allfaafle^ahd 
told ihe people what they had a right to expedl; anci| 
in that caie dclpe ration mult have fupplied the want 
of refources, and the innocept muil (uive inadp a conit* 
inon caufe with the guilty ; for there is no law, divitit 
or human, to oblige people umeiy to fubmit to be 
ikewered, hanged or fhoc, in cold blood, and this was 
for fome time the declared object of fuch as made toott 
poife, and even of fome who laid claim to the chdraAdr 
of gentlemen ; and it was a iinguhr circumilance, lhat 
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iuch citizens of tht wefterncountry^ as had made the 

greateft exertions in preventing the fpread of the dif- 
.prders, and relloring fubmiffion to the laws, were 
^eliined to be the firll viiSlintf of this lawiefs rage. 

The Prefident was happily fuccefsful in reducing 
the licentious part of the army to fubordination to the 
laws, and in infpiring the people in the weAemcoun«>' 
ties with fuch a meafure of confidence, as prevented 
any conduct on their part, that couid give tlieaimy any 
juft caufe of irritation. , 

Information tb^t tl^re were many officers ' of diC> 
cretion and experience in the army, as weU as a great 
many orderly citizens, who come out in their proper 
clalies, on militia duty, had alfo a tendency to abate the 
Ipara of ^tfae 'pttople of the ^eflem coqnties* 
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M R. Kedick and I, returning with al| 
convenient fpeed, fcparated at Grccnfburgh in Weft- 

moreland county, after preparing an advertifeaient tQ 
be publiihed in the Fitifburgh gazette, cailing for a 
meeting of the delegates of townfhips, which had been 
elected for the iiiil meeting at Parkiioii'^ icrry, and re- 
quelling alio the attendance oi as many difcreet citizens 
beiides, as could conveniently attend. Knowing that 
the gazette would be put to prefs before the adverttfe- 
ment could reach the editor, we were obliged to make 
it too ihort for convcyipg fuch information as we wiih-T 
ed ta communicate ; conceiving alfo that the gazette 
was too ilow a method of warning the citizens in the 
four counties, I undertook to give information by cir-i 
cular letters to the counties of Wefimoreiand and 
Fayette, and with the affifiance afforded by^ others, thefe 
letters were fent to proper perfons without delav. The 
extern cf the country over which the people were fpread. 
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%xid the importance of having the general fenfe of th6 
country' unequivocally underftood ftt the meeting, ixt* 

duced us to delav k foniedays longer than we hadcon- 
teinpiated at CarliQe, rather than that the alluranccs to 
be obtained Qiould be doubtfuL This, bowever, ren- 
dered it impoffible to have the afTuratjices fohvarded to 
^ Bedford before tlie army hnd left it. 'J'he Prchderit 
had found itneceliary to return to Fhiiadelphia, lonie 
days before the army left Bedford. 

An excellent opportunityoficredfortaking the fenfe 
oi the citizens, at t!:e regimental miiders, which hup- 
pened on the week previous to the iiicctin;^. In Weil- 
moreland and Fayette counties, the brigadier-genera-ls 
and infpe6lors of both counties, without mutual cori- 
fuhat^on, propofcd lo ihofe who attended the muilers, 
that they Ihould iign aiiurances engaging themfeives, 
perfonaliy, to fubmit to the laws, prote^ the officers, 
8cc. and before the end of the week, on which the muf- 
ters were held, all the citizens of thole two counties, 
whofe names were in the muller rolls, and could at- 
tend, had figned explicit alfurances. Anamber of them 
had done fo before, on the day appointi^d by the coui- 
miifijoners, or within a few days after it. 

Mr. Redick having to go by Pittfburgh with the 
advertifement j it was two days after the letters had 
b^en circulated in the other counties, before he arrived 
' at Waihiugton town, fo that he had not fo early an op- 
, portunity of commonicating information as I had, and 
the news -paper circulating flowly, the people louth of 
the Mouongahela not having encouragement forgiving 
' sewaffurances, neglo^ed the opportunity of the mufterSf 
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though matiy of them had %ied in ijietr ipefpediv^ 

lownihips before the Parkifon ferry meeting. 

Oo the 24th of Oclober, tbe m/setiii^ coiivened ^ 
great indeed was the differenoe betvreeii the coiRpleiioa 
of this meet!itig« and that which tnet at tne ftnie place 
on the 14th of Auguil preceding and this ditiereace 
was in a great meafure owing ;o a (ew tdfin* 9radford# 
FuhoQ, Parkifon^ MaribaU and otfaera, who had eoQ- 

irived and promoied the meeting at Braddock'3 fi^l4i 

,]iad either fecured an amnesty by fubmittiog in due 
time« or fled out of the coratry, and othm who^ per- 
haps, had done neither^ were afliamed to appear at thi^ 

meeting, though the terror of tbcm and their friends 
had overawed the firfl ; and a fceat nimber o( re^c- 
table citizens attended at this tneetiog, who did not 
think it prudent to countenance the (iril. The citi- 
zens did not a£t here as delegates, n^ produce creden- 
tials, and the greateil haraiony and jeod order prevail- 
ed. James Edgar was appointed chairman, and Albert 
Gallatin fecretary. 

When the meeting was opened Mn Redick and 1 

. gave an account of the diicharge jof our crud at .Carlifle< 
and flared the propriety of giving more unequivocal 
affurances than had yet been obtained, and the encour- 
agements given for doing fo, as nearly in^he Prefidei^t^a 
own words as we could expre6 thetn. We alfo dated 
the importance of preventing any iieadiirong fooliCh 
people from irritating the army, if it advapced iioto <ke 

' country, either by firing a gun at them, or any otbet 
conduct that might be conftrued into a pretence by^ 
any in the arjooy to break through the rules of difcipiin^, 
kc. and in order to render them the more cautious, we 
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informed them that the fame inflammatory fpirit appear* 
fed to pervade feme patt of the army, that had,fo re- " 

*:ent]y prevailed in this country. We .llfo, according • 
to the Prtlidfeni's inilrudioiis^ a(i\ired thole who had 
&ekered tiiemfelve^ under the faith of government, 
that they muld not be difhirbed, let Aeir crimes be 
what they might, and that no advantage Ihouid be 
taken of want of mart matter o( form. . We added 
fuch other Information^ and mad^ fuch obfervations, as 
we thought fuirable to ilic occafion ; but many obfer- 
vations were not neceffarv, the people were wiiiingtodo 
hvety thing that was judged proper, indeed if the fame 
pteopietkad attended andt^oted at the firft meeting that 
did at this, and if tljole v;ho governed the paffions of 
tbaidfiy, and w^tt abieoU from this meeting, had alio 
hsen abfeot fcoqi thit^ an army would not have been 
marcHsd into the country. At this piieeting, the foI« 
lowing reibkitions were unanimoufly adopted : 

lii. Refolvedi that in our opiniout the civil author 
rity is now fully competent to enforce the laws and to 
puniTh both pad and future offences, inasmuch, as the 
people at large are determined to iupport every de- 
fcriptioa of civil officers in the legal difcharge of their 
dtttjr* 

<2td. Relolved, chat in our opinion, that all perfons 

who mty be charged or fufpeded of having coromittei 

a^y oiJoQCe a^inft the United States or the Bite, during 

-! the bte ciE^urbances, aoid who have not entitled them* 

feivc:? to Uie benthts of the act oblivion, o^ight im- 

ixuediately to furrender themleivcs to the civii autho- 

xitf'^ in ordev to Hand their trials that if there be 'any 

£M^h pnrloni among us, r hey are re^dy to fiirrender 

A a 
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themfelves to the civil authority accordingly* and tlm 
we will.unite in giving our afliihince to bring to juftice 

fuch offenders as fhall not furrender. 

3d. iiefoived, that in our opinion, offices of infpec- 
tion nay he immediately opened in the refpedive 
counties pf this Airvey, without any danger of violence 
being otfered to.any of the officers, and that thediftii- 
lers are willing and ready to enter their ftiiis. 

4th. That WiHiam Findley, David Redick, 
Epbraini DoLiglafs, and Thomas Morton, Jo wait on 
the Preiidenc with the forgoing refolutious. 

- .That, thefe refolutions were unequivocal was. not 
only teflified by the unanimity of the vote, but*by the. 
papersthat had been figned by the people at the muHers, 
apd otherwtfe. Thecitizensfouthof Monongahela,who 
had not had the opportunity of figning at the mufters, 
cxpreflTed great regret that they had not known in time 
that fuch a meafure would have been acceptable, and 
aflured the meetings that thofe who had not yet figned 
aflbrances would do it without delay. Aflurances 
figned by a nutpber of them, a few days after 'that 
appointed by the commiflioners, had been prefented- 
to the Pf efident at Carli{3e« 

The tour coniiiiifiioners appointed to carry the 
aflurances to the Prehdeiit, could not do it without 
fpme delay, as. they reiided ia the four different coun- 
ties, and when they met together at Greenflburgh, they 
were informed that the Prelident liad returned to Phi- 
ladelphia, and, that the army was on its march from 
Bedford and fort Cumberland to the Weftern coun- 
ties; we iherefore coricluded lu halt, till the army would 
advance, and to preieut the aOTurances to the comman- 
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der in chief, but as fecretary Hamilton was with the 
left .wing of the army, and as we believed that be would 
influence whatever meafures might be advoptcd in con- 
fequcnce of the afluranccs we had to prefent, we v/aited 
fome days for his arrival at Bonnet's camp, in th.e 
fouthern extremity of Weftmoreland county, and pre- 
fcnted Lhciii iirll to him, who when he had e :;:!!: incd 
ihem, returned them to us, alter teUing us» that for 
(he fake of decorum^ it would be beH to prefent them 
to the conmander in chief. This was what we inten- 
ded to liave done. 

The next day we arrived at Union town, in Fayette 
county, where the head quarters then were, and pre- 
fented ihe allluances to the commaiulei m chief, who 
fent for the other general olhcers, and he and they 
treated us with civilhy. The commander appointed 
us to wait on him the next morning. Secretary Hamil- 
ton arrived at Union town tl)e jaiiie evening, aud the 
main body pf tlie lek wing of the army arrived at 
Union Town, the fame day. 

The next morning, fome hours later than the time 
appointed, the commander in ghiet prefented us with 
an addrefs to the people, in anfwer to their afTur- 
9nces. 

We had, in coaveifution wi'ih iii/a onthe preceding 
evening, flated fubilantiaiiy, though much more con- 
(:ifeiy, th^ fame reafons, for our confidence that the 
people would fubmit to the laws and protedl the cffi- 
V:ers, as we iiad done to the Prefident, v/iih this diner- 
?ncc however, that being better intormed, our confi- 
dence was more perfed. We admitted indeed, that ' 
\i w^s tiue, that Icme ci the i<i,nfiant people i^i fume 
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places believed the falfehcods that had been propsgn- 
» ted, :md did not believe that the army was approaching^ 
until they were on their inarch. Otic of our number 
admitted, that fome young headftrong boys, who had 
got arms in their liands, were net willing to give aiTur- 
ances of fubmiflion, until thev were convinced that the 
army was approaching^ and that With them thcfe fears 
xnight havefbeen a prevailing motive tofubmiffion, but 
v e denied that this was the general principle of ftib- 
miilion, and alTured him that the fubmiflion had been 
very general before it was known that the atftiy would 
niarc!), thsL :l was from a convi^ftion of liiis, that men 
ot the bti\ diicernmenl, who had an opportunity of 
learning the fentiments, and obferving the temper of 
the people, at the courts which had been held mall the 
coimties, called the meeting at Farkifon's ferry, wbq 
adopted the refoiutions of fubmiHlon that had bttn 
traniiTiitted to the Prefident at Carlifle. That thi& 
- conviction was obtaiPiCd, a.iJ a call of the Parkifon 
meeting delegates agreed on, as early as the report of 
the commiCficfters to the Preiident, on which the or- 
ders to maich were founded, was made.* That thh 
change of temper was founded on a general conviclion» 
that it was their own interelt to nave tije laws fuppor- 
ted, and was promoted by tlie indudry of thofe citizens ' 
vvi.u 1 .d been always well difpofed, but who had lay 
by during the height of the difturbances, till they were 
convinced of (he neceCfity of Handing forward for the 
refloratioii of order, and entertained hopes that reafon 
and argument would be attended to. We affured him 
alio thar thofe who had taken a lead in dillurbances, 
had either iubmitted in time to fecure theitnfeives 
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ufidtt the ^mtiefty, or wei^fled, amdth^tcdnftqoenlly 

the ignorant and obllinate, who had oppofed fubmif- 
lion to the latl, iinding theaiieh es torlaken by aii in 
nufhom they iiad confidenoe, vouJd hav€ no encourage- 
ment to be troublefoine for the future, md that their 
confidence in each other would be fo defiroycd «is to 
leave no ground for lufpecting their being able to 
form any new dangerous combinations. Notwithihin-* 
ding that we aifigned thefe and other foch reafons as 
grounds of confidence in the i<iaiity of the people's 
fubmiflion, the commander in chief in his cddrefs to 
the inhabitants of that country through us, did not ac- 
knowledge that we had afiigned any oilier reafon, but 
the panic occauoned by the advance of the army. 
When we ohjeded to this ilatement, and allc;gedthat 
V''^ had candidly given other and more fubflantial rea- 
fons, and iluiL Lh:s leaion would apply 10 only a few 
pf tiie nioi^ ignorant and obitinai^, he ftruck out the 
words which fixed this charge on ali the people, and 
interlined, the lower order of the people^ words which 
%ve had never fpokcn ; for though we mentioned a 
diderence ol cliaracler, we had not thought of a diftinc* 
tion of orders in fociety. We have few flaves and no 
|iobles. 

Near the conclufionof the addrefs, he recommends 
it to thofe focieties, who liad poifoned the minds of 
the people withfalfehoods, to' continue with their ufual 
formalities, to countera<5l the falsehoods they had cir- 
culated, and that thereby, they would make fome atone- 
ments for the mifchief they had done ; we returned 
it to him again, and requeued to know to what meet- 
ings lie alluded, lie aniwercd, rliar it was the Par- 
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kifon meetings, and fuch as them. We replied, that 
the Parkifon meetings and oihers of that kind, were 
held for the exprefs purpofe of reitoring order, that 
the firft Parkifon meeting, in a great meafure put a flop 
to the outrages, and that the fubfcquent meetings, had 
completed the reiloration of fubmifTinn to the laws, 
but be feemed not to underhand the diHin^ion be- 
tween thofe and other meetings. The denunciation 
of felf created foci t ties liowevcr, that foon foiiov\ed, 
indicated that his advifers liad other meetings in view. 
Indeed from his underftanding fo little of the fubjeA 
of his own addrefs, and difr.ovenng fo little candour 
. in it,, we fufpecled, at the time, that it did not origi- 
nate w.itli himfelf. When we withdrew, it was pro- 
pofed to accompany the publication of it in the news- 
papers with remarks, containing a candid rtatement 
of the reafons we had aifigned fpr the confidence that 
might be placed in the affurances of fubmii&on, which 

* we had prefented ; but on conferring together, we 
.agieed father tofubmittoan uncandid Itatement of 
our own condud, which was evidently calculated to 
give the bed difpofed people in the country juft cauie 
of offence againll us, than to do imy thin^ that might 

t give the army a pretence for irritation, we plainly clif- 
covered that the addrefs was calculated to give a bad 
impreflipn of us to the people, and of the people to 
the army, and the world. It was aifo calculated to 
^Hbrd reafons for continuing the army lopger in the 
country, and convinced us that thofe, who then gave 
the fupremediicciion to ihtipioceedin^s, did aotdclign 
to pay much refpecl to the unequivocal afliirances, 
which the Prcfident feemed fqlicitous-thst ^e {hould 
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jprocure. Indeed though we were treated politely in 
oth^rrefpedls, and em ployed to aflift in fixing the prices 

of neceiiaries for the army, and confulted about the 
ground on which it fhouid encamp, when it advanced 
further into the country ; yet we did not meet with 
that candour and franknefs, with which we had been 
^ treated by the Preiident at Carliile. On reading fome 
of the preceding Chapters, it will occur to the reader 
that either governor Lee was, not the author of the ad- 
drefs he prefented to us, or that he didnoi underfland 
the fubjed, when he aicribed the circulating of faife«* 
hoods, to poifon the minds of the people, to the meet* 
ings held at Parkifon*s Ferry* 
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CHAP. XVL 

■ 

V 

■ 

T H te firft orders, lhat appear to h^vi 

been executed luider the authority oi the federal judge, ■ 
weie at Bedford, from whence the four men mentioned 
already were efcorted to Philadelphia under amilitary 
guard. As far as it was in the powe? of the parties em-i 
ployed to efcort them, thefe-prifoners were treated with 
propriety. 

Some few were tsiken without legal orders, when 

the army entered the vveClern , counties, but were foon 
difmifled. One ol thefe had figned aiiurances in due 
time $ but no general attempt was made to take pri- 
fouers, until the army had^ncamped a confiderable 
time in the vicinity of Monongahela, and were apparent- 
ly preparing to return home; arrangements were then 
made to have the prifoners taken in all the di^erem 
pns of the country, on the 1 3th of November. For 
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this purpofe, different detachments were deftined to 

various routs, who in mofl inilances fecured thofe that 
they had orders to apprehend. The orders were exe- 
cuted with promptitude and addrefs, biit hot witht 
equal humanity by ail the parties. 

To drag men unexpededly and unprepared, from 
their wives and children, from bed time till morning* 
is an exertion that ihocks humanity,, and yet ih fome 
imperious cafes the interefts of humanity require that 
it ihould be done. "VV hen it becomes expedient to 
make prifoners of bold and intrepid men, accuflomed 
to danger, it is necefTary, in oi Jcr to picvciu blood- 
flied, to take them by furprife ; nor in this the iefi 
expedient when they happen to be innocent, for in 
that cafe, they might be difpofed to make the mor^ 
defperare defence ; and every thing that would lead to 
a conteit, was to be avoided on this occafion with pe** 
Culiar care, as it was apprehended that fome inflam'^ 
matory fpirits in the army wuflicd foi a plaufiblc pie-' 
text to burll the bonds of difcipiine, and fatiate their 
vengeance on a defencelefs country* 

Though it appeared, in the refult, that but a fmall 
proportion of thofe that were taken in this manner 
had done any thing for which they could bepunifliedt 
yet thofe who were employed to take them, bad no 
right to examine, or difcriminate between tl.e inno- 
cent and the guilty. But though the rigid duty muli 
be performed, no man of honour or humanity would 
add infult or cruelty to unavoidable feverity. I re- 
joice at having it in my power to Hate that, in mod 
inilances, care was taken to employ men of charaf^er 
and difcretion in taking prifoners. 
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Captain Dun lap of Philadelphia, and his company^ 
were ibni to A^uddy creek in the upper end pf \Va(h- 
ington county, they took colonel Crawford and fon« 
Air. Sedgwick, a juilice of the peace, Mr. Corbly, 
a cieigyman of the Baptift perfuafiou, and others. 
^»\iey were taken early in the roomings and had no 
opportunity of making refidatKre. Captain Dunlap 
and his party, while they beljaved with the greateft 
dexterity in . taking the priioners, treated them 
with as much politenefs and attention as their fuua* 
tion would admit of, and engaged their gratitude 
by accompanying unavoidable feverity with huma- 
nity. 

Thcfe prifoners ^ert, that they had not the oppor- 
tunity of figning the terms of the commilfioncrs 
until the appointed day was pad. They were admit- 
ted to baiU after feveral months imprifonment« and 
though twa pf thofe perfons were reported to liave 
been a good deal inflammatory, there was no bill found 
again ft any of them on their trial. They were noc 
engaged in the outrages againft excife officers, or at 
the rendezvous at Braddock*s field. I cannot find that 
Sedgwick, the juflice of the peace, had done aiiy thing 
to lay a foundation even for fufpicion. Crawford, the 
younger, had been due of the armed party, who ap- 
peared at the Redftone meeting withadefign lopunifli 
Jackfon, but he was difmiOed at Piitfburgh. 

General Irwin bad been ordered to march to the 
neighbourhood of Pittfburgh with a divifion of the 
army, and was direded to take a number of thecitizeniS 
of Fittft>urgh prifoners on the fame night on which • 
the general feizurc was made* It appears that two 
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lias were defigned for him, but one * only was deliver- 
ed, without any diilindion made in it between cri- 
minals and witncflfes, or any difcretlonary power 
of di fori mi nation intiuilcd to him. The lift con- 
fined the names of eighteen citizens of Fittfburght' 
of whom one perfon, on receiving Ibme private 
hint of the defign, delivered himfelf up to the judi- 
pary, then fitting in his own lioufe. The general, it 
h^s been faid, was intruded to ilrike two other per** 
fons out of the liftf 

Thus, agreeably to orders, a number of citizens were 
fragged out of their bed^ in the night, and marched to 
the camp, with fcarce iuSicient tiine to put on their 
neceiidiy cloathing. The camp affording no better 
ficcomodations, they were obliged to lay that night on 
the weteartht und^r fnow and rain, and to add to rheir 
milery they corn plain that they were barbaroufly in* 
fuited by fomeof ihofe, by whom they were takeii, and 
alio by fome pf the guards, in the camp. Next day 
they were empounded in a wad'e houfe, where they 
were detained for fevcrol days ; no better lodgir^ ould 
be procured intb^ camp. Whatever ipfults, tiicy ujay 
}iave received, were contrary to the orders of the general. 

On the reprefcfntatioti of general Irwin, they were 
removed from the cqrap to the garrifon, and put under 
the dire^flion of colonel Butler \ they were then con- 
fined in a new houfe, without fire, for five days more. 
So many prifoners^ if^^n various parts, weie then con- 

* Tbit M is puUiflied at kagth In Mr* Brackenrtdge*s Incidents ; but general 
Ivwin d«es not know how It was procured, and £»y% ibgt be bad no means of dif. 
(ittgtt'*(Uintb«t««ea ciinUnals and' wkiieiEGes. 
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fined in Pitifburgh, that proper accomcdatic as could 
not be procured- 

, Wjiien the time arrived, that they were to appear be- 
fore thejudiciary, though the prironersu ere m thecufto- 
dy of the officer ol' the garrilon, general Irwin was called 
on, perhaps in pompUmcnt to his rank, to ifTue orders 
forreleafing them individually from the ^rrifon in 
courfe as they were demanded by thejudiciary. It 
was by the call of ihe judiciary for tjieir appearance, that 
be, to his furprife, firft difcovered that a number of 
thofe whom according to orders he had taken and treat- 
ed as criqain^is, wgre only called on as witnefles ; but 
how much greatf^r mud his furprife have been, if he 
bad known that a number of them had iigned the am-> 
jaelly in due time, and confequently were fo ilieltered 
under the faith of government, that according to the 
f refident's declaration at Carlille, they were not to 
bave been, dj^^urbed, let their crimes have been ever 
fo great. 

Iconfefs, when in Philadelphia, I found fDme in ihe 
prifon who had iigned the amnefty, and was informed 
of the treatment others received on this occaficn at 
Pittlburgh, I regretted that I had been an inftrument 
in encouraging thoie who had done fo, to exercife un- 
limited confidence in the faith of government, and on 
that ground, I demanded the releafe of a priloner of 
that defcription, from the attorney of the diltri<tl and 
%hc attorney general, and he was admitted to bail, but 
had to appear at the court as a witnefs ; an apprehen- 
iionthatfouicthirg of this kind would happen, was one 
reafon which induced me to fuggeft twice to the Prefi- 
dent at Carlille the importance cf his crofSng the 
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tfiountalns with the army, and I am fill I perfuadcd, 
that if he could have done fo, luch miilakes would not 
have been fo numerous. 

The agonizing diftrefs of thofe citizens and their 
families, who were madethe vidlims of, perhaps, private 
lefentmeDts, on this occafion, can be more eaiily con- 
^ cieved than exprefTed. The confternation of others, 
wlicn thsy oblerved the innocent, thofe who liad fisn- 
ed the aiijnefly, witneifes and criminals, treated with 
fuch undidinguifliingfeverity, was inexpreffible. Tbejr 
judly apprehended, that'no man was fafe, lethisconduA 
have been ever fo innocent, or his nfTurance of pro- 
tedion from government ever fo great, if thofe who 
influenced the judiciary had enmity againil them. 

I have already dated that many of them had figned 
the amoeily, others had refufed to fign from the pride 
of innocence, or an averfion to an implied acknow- 
ledgement of guilt. A number of them were men of 
unimpeachable behaviour through die wliole period 
of the infurredion. Though there had been a good' 
deal of heat and irritation among the mod ignorant 
clafs of people at Pittftjurgh, yet there was no higher 
crime committed, even by them, than ereding a li- 
berty pole, but a proportion of the prisoners were not 
oftbatclafs, one of them was a refpediable and well 
behaved magiftrate of the Town. 

A captain, with a detachment of the army who 
took a number of prifoners in the fouihern parts of 
WaChington, is affcrted to have driven the prifoners 
under his care, like ca.iicata uot, tiii oughjnuddy roads, 
and through creeks i.p to their middle In water, and 
to have empounded them in a wet dabie at night, and 
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otherwife to have maltreated and infulted them; though 
this fadl has been confidently afferted, and never con- 
tradt^ed, yet not having vouchers for it before mc, 
1 ffaaii pafs it over without being more particular. 

Thegreateil outrage, however, agaihii humanity and 
decency was committed by general White iniheMin^ 
go-Greek feitiement. 

It is fa id thai he had been felicitous toiiave thecoma 
mand of the New-Jerfey militia on tlic weOern expedi- 
tion, but that from anapprehenfionof thepcculiarityof 
his temper rendering him unfit for luch a tiud, arrange^ 
ments were ruade that prevented him trom attaining tha( 
rank; but being determined to be em ployed in theexper 
ditloii, and holding the rank pf brigadier general in the 
miliua, he marched to Carlifie with the light-hoife 
volunteers and after a part of ttien; were incorporated 
with the legion, he continued to command the Jerfey 
light-horfe until ihc rei iirn of the army ; when gover- 
nor Howell taking the horfe, all but a very fiaall 
corps, which he left with general White, he gladly 
accc|>tedof the charge of taking down the priiboeVs, 
after that trufl had been Ibiicitioufly declined by 
. others* governor Howell returned with the horfe 
. \fy the way of Northumberland, and behaved in fucb 
a manner as to do honour to hin^felf, and the corps he 
commanded, both in the wefleru couptfy^nd pn the 
return. Thou gh there feeijaed f o be a genera! convi<fiion, 
that general White was not poflcffedof fufficient difcre- 
tion to be intruded with the delicate charge of arrefting 
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prifoners, yet by fome means, I n^ver could learn, froo| 
any officer of whom I have had an opportunity of en*** 
qniring, how, he war intrufted lo fuperintend the ta- 
king of prifoners in Mingo Creek fettlement, on the 
1 3th of November, before mentidfced, which, from ht$ 
conduct, more than that of an}' other officers in tha( 
country, was known by the name of the dreadful night. 
I Qiali fiate his condud, on that occaUop, nearly in the 
words, by which it is exprefled in a voucher now J?er 
fore me. 

Oil 1 liurrclay,the 1 31!] November, there wereabout 
forty perfons brought to Parkifon's houfe by or4er of 
general White ; he directed to put the dam*ned rafcal^ 
in the cellar, to tie them back to hack, to make a fire 
for the guard, but to put the prifoners back to the far- 
ther end of the cellar, and to give them neither vic- 
tuals nor drink. The cellar was wet and muddy, and 
the nis^ht cold; the cellar extended ihc whole length ; 
under a large new log houfe, which was neither floored, 
t}or the openings between the logs daubed. They 
were kept there until Saturday morning, and then mar- * 
ched to the town of Wafhington. On the march, 
one of the prifoners who was lubjed to convulfions, ' 
fell into a fit ; but when fome of the troop told gene- 
Ts\ White of his fuuation, he ordered them to tie the 
damned rafcalto a horfe's tail, and drag him along with 
tliem, for he had only feigned having the fits. Some 
of his fellow prifoners, however, who had a horfe, dif- 
moimted, and let the poor man ride : he had anothex 
fit before he reached ^v'^a^hlngton. This march was ' 
about twelve miles. The poor man» who had tbe fit4» 
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bad been in the American fervice, during almofl th6 

whole of the war with Great Britain. 

Having heard much about this inhuman bufinefs, 
and having occation lai) fummer to go to Walhlngton, 
I travelled that road1x>r the firft time that I had ever 
•been in that fettlcmeht, and lodged a night at the place. 
The plantation is the property of Benjamin Parkiion, 
but rented by him to a Mr. Stockdale, who keeps tavern 
at it, and who feems tobeadecent man, andcmeagainft 
whom there was no charge. He not only confirmed 
what I have llated above, but added a variety of other 
particulars equally (hocking. Scockdaie was forbid on 
the peril ol his life to adminiiier any comfort to his 
neighbours^ though they were peiiihing with cold and 
famifliing with hunger. ^The general treated the pri- 
foners, as liicy arrived, withthe moftinfulting and abu- 
iive language, cauhng ihem ail to be tied bdck to back, 
except one man, who held^a refpe£table rank, and who 
. howeverwasfaidtobeone of the mod guilty in his cuf* 
tody. One of the neareft neighbours, who hadachildat 
the pointof dying, and obferving that they were bringing 
in the whole neighbourhood prifbners, without regard 
to guilt or innocence, went and gave himfelf up lo 
general White, expeding that as he was confcious 
there was no charge againii him, he would be permitted 
to return to his family on giving bail, but he alfo was 
inhumanly thrown into the cellar, tied with the rcfr, 
and refufed the privilege of feeing his dying child ; 
nor was he permitted to attend its funeral, until after 
many entreaties he obtained that liberty, accompanied 
with the molt horrid oaths and imprecations. 
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. The moft of thefe prifoners were found to be inno- 
cent men and were liberated. Thci e were bur, three fent 
toPbiiadelpliia for trial ; one of them after having been 
difmilfedat Pittfburght and perhaps having taken a hearty 
grog;i through joyat regaining his liberty exprcffedhim- 
felf unbjco.ningly tofoma of tha light horfe men. He 
was afterwards purfued near thirty miles, and taken 
to Philadelphia, butthere was no caufe of a<f>ion found 
againii hiai at :hc court. He had ferved with approba*' 
tion in the army during the war his name was Samuel 
Woy. 

Whether general White had a lift given him bf 

the judiciary or not, I have not been informed, but 
he certainly had no orders to torture them with hun- 
ger, cold, and infults. Capt. Dunlap had a dlfcrimi- 
nation made in his orders between witnefies and fup-f 
pofed criminals, and treated ihem all with luananity, 
and had them comfortably lodged, and provided with 
viduals and drink, previous to his taking refrelhmentsf 
himfeir. By the orders given to general Inlrin, he 
was obliged touke andtreat all as criminals, but he did 
not infult any of them himfelf, nor permitthem to be 
infulted by others in his hearing, and he provided for 
them as well as the camp would permit, and that being 
a very uncomfortable fituation, he had them removed 
from itasfoon as he could,. That they were innocent , 
perfons, had flieltered tliemfelves under the faith of 
governaient, or were only called as witneiVes, was 
not known to the general, till it was difcovered in the 
refult ; but genefal White was himlelf the leading of 
perhaps the only man; jof his corps, who infulted the 
prifoners with the Hioli approbriouiiauguage, and pu- 

t-^ c 



Digiiized by Google 



210 HISTORY OF THE 

4 

niffied them in the moil fliocking manner^ iliort of 
infliding death. It 15 an approved maxim, that every 
man Qiould E>e treated as innocent till found guilty. An 
adherence to that ialuiarv maxim was never more iie- 
ceiikrythan ou thisoccalion, for the prefumption was 
that every man who was cbnfcious of guilt had eithet 
figned the amneily or fled, having had fo favourable 
an opportunity to provide for their fafety by flight, and 
intheUfue it became evident that they had availed 
themfelveS of one or other of thofe modes of efcape, 
wifh very few exceptions. This was in facl the cale 
with molt of thofe taken by general White, and of all 
that were taken by the different parties, on that dread- 
ful night, as u js iliil called. Only eighteen were fent to 
Philadelphia, and none cf thefe were convicted ou 
trial. Two or three of them, ho"vever, might probably 
have been found guilty on a charge of mifdemeanour, 
but the charge on ^vhich they were tried being treafsn^ 
two witnelfes were necefiary to prove the fame fa(5i, 
and this requilition could not be complied with. 

When the fa(?^s had been fully examined in the 
court, it was the opinion of fome of the moll able law- 
yers that there was no treafoo in the cafe. Though 
as it happened ihat they were not cony idled, tbecharge 
of treafon w s moii lavourable to the priibners that 
had been guilty of mifdemeanours. 

As the army xeturned through Weflmoreland, twQ 
pvifoners were taken in the fouthern extremity of that 
county, and one in the neighbcuring parts of Fayette ^ 
county. They were taken to Philadelphia, the laft had 
been in Kentucky during the infurredlion, and did not 
return till aiiti the riots had csaled. liaac Meafon, a 
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judge of Fayette county, followed judge Peters near 
forty miles into Bedford coLint)r, and offered himfeif 
and judge Weils of Bedford county, both of them ac- 
knowledged friends of government, as bail for the* 
prifoner, but was abfolutely refufed. As Mr. Meafon: 
knewthat theprilbner was gnilryof no crime, which evi-. 
dctitiy appeared to be the cafe by no bill being found a- 
gainflbioion histrial, heandMr. Weils complain of the 
judge for not admitting him to bail on their application. 
Judge Peters, being well known to be a man of feeling 
and humaniiv. his conduA in this and feveral other in* 
fiances can only be accounted for from his apprehen- 
lion, that it was necelfarv that a coiUidcrabie number 
of prifoners fhouid be brought down, in order topre^ 
vent the inflammatory part of the army from com- 
mitting outrages at leaving the country. His mind 
was tortured at being obliged ro bring down fn Ti^any 
prifoners, and his peace was difturbed by being leafed 
for difmiffing fuch numbers of them. 

One of the two prifoners taken from Weftnioreland: 
was found guilty of letting fire tothehcufe of Weils, the 
colledtor, and condemned to be banged ; but was af- 
terwards reprieved, and then pardoned by the Prefi- 
dent of the United States. Fie is a very ignorant id an, 
faid to be of an outrageous temper, and fabjed to 
occafional fits of infanity* 1 he principal witnefs 
againft him was aperlon, who is laid to have been the 
principal leader in the riot, but he was pardoned by 
the commander in chief ; the other was a young man, 
who bad come lately from Maryland, and hndno fami- 
ly or friends in the country. No b'\[i was lound a^ainll 
liiiil on tri^l* % 
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I have mentioned before* that four prifoners were 
fent from Bedford, as the army advanced; one of them, 
Herman Hufbands, was a very old man, extenfively 
known on account of lome iingularities in his charac- 
ter. After fuffering four months imprifonment, nocaufe 
of a<flion was found agalnft hiro, but though he was 
liberated, with others by the court, his confliiution 
had received fuch a fhock that he died belore he left 
the city. Another of them, Mr. Filfon, who kept a 
large (lore thhty miles above Bedford, wasrefufed to 
be adiuiLLed to bail, though this favour was warmly fo- 
licited by i'eVerai reputable merchants in Fhiladelpia. 
The profecution agatnft him was conduced with unuial 
fcverity ; being firft acquitted on a charge of treafon, 
he was tried for a mifdemeanour, and in this thcverdicl 
alfo was not guilty. He is Qow a member of allembly 
for Bedford county. 

Of the two others taken near Bedford, one was an 
old inoffenfive German, named Wilegarver ; he was 
taken to Philadelphia, and after being imprifoned fcur 
months he was admitted to l)ail, and no bill was found 
againil him at court, l lic other, whole name is Lucas, 
had i>een a fe rgeant in the army in the time of the war, 
• and was well known at the time of the revolt of the 
Pennfylvania line; and though he was oncof the lead- 
ers of that revolt, yet in that fituation he rendered 
fuch effenlial fervices to the public as to have a 
fpecial . reward affigncd to him. After near four 
months iraprifonment, he was admiiLcd to bail on the 
intercefiicn of a general officer, who was well acquaint- 
ed with his fervices. When he attended the court to 
Hand his trial nothing was found againft'^ him. He 
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has a numerous family of fmall children, and 13ce too 

maiiv, whofervcd in ihe late war, he is poor. 

■No crimes had been committed in Bedford county 
i)f a more outrageous nature, than erefting fome liberty 
poles, exceptan iittempt on Webfler, colledlorof excife; 
this, however, being condiided with greater miidneii 
than other inftances of the kind, and he having pro^ 
voked it by tranfgrcfling the law himfelf, no perfon 
was profecuted for it. The greatell number of thoie 
concerned were from Weft rooreiand. Ilufbands and 
Fillbn had attended tlie firfl: meeting at Parkifon's ferry; 
as no rio»"S had taken place in the fctclcment in u hicii 
thev lived, this was probably conilrued to indicate a 
bad defign, but they did not propofe any thing at the 
meeting that was offenlive. Wifegarver and Lucas had 
only been pruient or alTiried at erecting a liberty pole 
in the town of Bedford, with a mixed multitude of 
others. I have already mentioned the bad etfecf^, which 
the ereding ot liberty poles had in encouraging the 
infurgents, yet the ad of ereding them was no fur- 
ther criminal, than the correfpondent condud expreded 
a feditious defign. 

A certain John Mitchel wb.o, with the alTillance of 
another perfon, had robbed the Pittlbuigh mail, gave 
himfelf up to general Morgan, after the judiciary had 
left the country. This man's evident fimplicity in- 
duced the general to wifti him to efcape, and to dil- 
credic his being the perfon ; . but Mitchel infilling 
that he was one of the perfons who robbed the mail, 
the general, inftead of confiniiig imij, gavc ijiiii a pafs to 
go to Philadelphia, thereby putting it in his power to 
refled on his fituation, and make his efcape ; but he 
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wem to Philadelphia, furrendered faimfelf to be com* 
mitted, and being found guilty on his trial, he was 
cpademned to be hanged. This lefult was unavoidable 
Ojp the fad being eftabliibed ; but the Prefideot, with 
great propriety, ^rft reprieved for a titne, and then 
pardoned him. 

Thus an oppofition to an excifc fyltcni, which began 
with only clandeftine attacks on fome of the officers* 
and which, by the timely attention of thofc intruded 
With the execution of the law, might eafily have been 
checked, the revenues fecurcd, the peace of the coun- 
try preferved, and the credit of a republican govern- 
ment fnvcd, was, by inattention or defign, treated 
with neglcL^, or tampered with in a manner, that was 
more cenfurabie than negted, until it produced fach 
an effe^ on the folly and prejudices of the peoiple in 
a fmail part of a diftrid, or rather a linali part of a 
connty, as, aided by the diftradion or wickednels of a 
few others, broke fuddenly out into fuch alarming dif- 
orders as agitated the whole United States, and occa- 
fioned the levying and inarching of que of the beft 
provided, moit formidable, and in fome refpeds, the 
moii refpedablc army that ever marched under the 
banners of the United States ; and yet the whole of 
thisilupendousfcene was wound up, without any per- 
fon being killed, except in the attack on the infpedor's 
houfe at the commencement of the infurredion, and 
the two men who were, perhaps, too wantonly killed 
by fome of the army, before there had been an oppor- 
tunity of introducing difcipline into it. Several, 
however, died by ficknefc, efpeciaily in the left wing 
of the army* 
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When the judiciary had finiflbed the examinations, 
and made a feledion of thofe who were to be fcnt to 

Philadelphia, the anay returned with rapid marches 
to the different counties from whence tiiey were 
draughted, or had turned out volunteers, I'he quick* 
nefs of iheir march prevented even the moft dlforder- 
ly corps from injuring the fettlements fo much as was 
apprehendedt though U is certain feveral families, 
near where they encamped, did fudainconliderable 
damages, chiefly occafioned by tlie troops in the rear. 
Affurances were given by iecretary H?.milton, that the 
damages ihouid be paid on their prefenting appraife* 
ments to Congrefs. The appraifements were made out, 
and given to the proper officers, but have not been 
prelemed to Congrefs, nor otherwife provided for. 
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CHAP. XVII. 



T H £ iituatjon and circumflances were 
not convenient for deliberate and impartial examina* 
tion. The multitude of informations, and declara- 
tions orailurances,neceflary to be perufed, and the panic 
and emharrafTmenc of witneiTes, who were interrogated 
in a manner^ at the point of the bayonet, many of 
whom were more giiiUy Lhaii thofe agauiil whom they 
gave teiUmony, and the unavoidable confufions of a 
camp rendered it very difficult for the civil magiilrate 
to condud the bufinefs with preciiion. Such witnefles 
were inevitably influenced by a feafe ot liicir ou-ii 
danger, and the hopes of obtaining pardon from, the 
commander in chief ; for the pardon from the com- 
mander was not irrevocably fecured, before the expec- 
Unthad given his teftimony, and infomc in fiances, fear 
was added to hope, to draw from the wuneiies fucb 
teftimonv, as was thought bed calculated to fecure 
the ubjed they had in view. Perfons who bad been ill- 
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|^i«d by the ififavgenti, wl^ of CQvafk wire too 
iQu^h under the itiQu^iide of f efeinmeist to give im** 

partial Lciliriiony, were alio interrogated ns witncflcs. 
Their teUiinony was doukiefs a^miflibls iiji. Jaw, 
Ihovgb tiot «ncitied (neb CJ^dk^ if ihey li^d ^eii 
^0fitereftcd. In 'Coufequ^^e of thole untoward cirr- 

CiTmrvances, it happened th?t id many itifiances the 
ie limony w^s iriconiiftent or 4ire<^b' 

•Where this wa« evklently the issfis^ t^ie judge fet boiji 
piide. 

After d full ihveuigatioii of the whole bufinefs it 
^pf^ars that a very fmall proportifui of ihoie who had 
4^efl guilty fiiffm4 iinprifeamenti Tbofe iyho b^d 
tbeen istofi influential in oppolition to the laws, had 
either compiigd with the terms of the cpmmiiuQnejrs, 
or, h^u fi«d when they found the army was apfprcach-* 
Ipd^ icatiy Had ied \Vho were guilty of nor 
crime, but were foill inlormeJ as to apprehend that 
ihsir declining tp figu the declaration of aCTuranpe^ 
wouid be conQri^ed iiifto oiie. No attempt haviog - 
been fiiade to arreftordifiurbany per£bn all tbe timp 
the army layiilthe country, illi ii v,as .-rnparently pre- 
paring to teturn, ^nd the few that had been apprehen- 
ded being difmiOedf esnboidened fome who had fied 
•or concealed thcmfehes to Fetyfn, and appear in publfe' 
•again, no doubt concluding that i he iilihrances they 
.lad figned rft,er the day appoi;:2ted b;/ the commilTion* 
ers had been accept^ed as evid^ce of xheir i-epentance^ 
This cirGumftance put many in the way of being ta- 
ken, who would have efcaptd if the orders had beer\ 
i(ri8l4'AM>n after the arrival of the army^ but witb- 

Od ' 
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al, there was not a (ingle perfon fent to PhiladelphilJ 
who had be.en an iiifiuentiai leader in any of the out-* 
rages ; feveral however were in ^oftod) and dilmifiiiBd^ 
whoaie declared to have hetti mucbr mote guilty 
than moft of thofe that were detailed I have 
already laid that feveiai were taken down piiio^ 
ners who were iimdcem,' iDd feme of them ilieritp* 
riotts. Some cifcumdances that inftueilced this irre- 
gular diftribFiitiori of juflice naturally ^rofe ffom the 
iituation of the buliaefft i oiherfiwiU be accounted for 
tathefequd. . . 

The comtoander in chief was authorized to exone-* 
rate tborfe who gave fuch evidence* of their repentance 
as were ialisfadory to himfelf, as well as thofe who 
had agreed to the terms propoied by the commiffion* 
f IS i coafcqiiencly thofe who had the greateft addrefs 
or the mod influential friends would of courfe obt2|in 
an amnefty, whilfl the baChfui, the ignoiant, and the 
{riendlefs were neoeflarily left to be the fubjeds for 
atonement. In this cale the irrtcrcefTion oi the exciie 
oihcers who were the parties injured could not fail of 
fuccefi ; I wilh I could lay that their privattf refenfr- 
nients' had not been influential atfo. I'hefe evils 
arofc naturally out of the flate of things. There are 
AO com plaints ^t 8Pv«^<>^ having been inexora- 
ble or inhumane, but he had no mle to dire«A his 
judgment as to the nanifeflatiom of repeiitancer but 
the reprelent?tions of thofe in whom he had confidence, 
and thojjp reprefentations were otten ttoavoidably 
influenced by favouritifm or reletitnienc* 

Comparatively few indeed were tranfported to 
Fhiladeiphia foe trial, and it was a liardilup that mc^l 
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(df iht(e few were inooceDt, and that others were dif- 
midedwho hdd been more infiiiential in'the riots 

than any of ihofe who were brouglit to trial." I do 
not complain that many guilty perfons were pardoned, 
flor do I call in queftida their repentance* I believe 
there were few, if any, but what had given every evi- 
dence of repentance that was requit'ed before the army 
crofled the mountains^ unltfs giving teitimony libe-> 
lially againft others was^ fometimes- cdnfidered 'an 

evidence ot repentance. 

From thele circumllances it is evident that the 
judge of the diftrid iiad an ardndus taik to perform. 
The feledion of proper chani!£);ers for making atone^ 
ment was rendered difficuU by tlie extrcife of the par- 
doning power of the commander, which in numerous 
. infiances interfered with the opinion of the^ judge* 
The commander not being bound by ftri^ rules of 
Jaw in the ex ere ile of his difcretion, and the j-idgs, 
and attorney, conceiving that they were authorifedon- 
ly to adt according to fucb ^ules, contributed to the 
fefult I have inentioned but there were other 

When fo great a number of thofe who had been 
taken prifon^asby th^ detachments were releafed, ma* 
nyof th^army becaqi^ ciamoroba agalnA the judge, 

and complained of having marched fo far, faftered fo 
many hardftiips, and taken io manyprifoners, and that 
after ail, thqife phfoners were likely to be difmiired 
witl^out dtOn^mehts being made ; on the difcoveryof fo 
much hot blood in the army, the judge becaine atraid 
tiiatit might mutiny, andtake indifcriminate vengeance 
on thecoiuitry, ancl juHly confideredfuch an event to 
the ^leatell of all yoUibie evils, not only to 

•4 
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?^£ftera couiiiies, bat to the government of iba Ut>ite4> 
Statei. ]n this dileoMBa he thougbt ic vias. fidUrl£ibl<i! 
to take Scfwn a greater number of priToiiei»> t^an * fci: 
otheru iic uoiiid, and confequcntly cottceived himfdft 
under theneceility tdEtekangibm^wbo ii»ocipedt«ori. 
at le^ft {neh at n^fiill whom there wei^e m flm»g ff^' 
fumptionj of guilt, IrQliiiigthat the neceffuy of the, 
cafe wouid juflify the mcafure. lie alio confidered. 
. jMmf^lf 3A}tiitifiediQ iaw. in- pommittiog {ytQk a« had 
• be^ prefent 9t« or members of^ fitcb meetit)gs, as. 
iiiigh: fronj atiy fpecial circumfl^nces be deemed Uea- 
lonabie or feditipuis, afi4 this coiiihutflion wns given 
tioCouLy to. the riotous a(femblies whiobt ccmnitted 
outrages, aadfuch as ercvf^ed liberty poleS, but even to. 
the ParkifqiVs mctUDg^^ .kc i lor though . tiie iptemion^' 
pf.tbe griuit ipajprkr cf iiiqf«. whd wetr meobtvm <q£ 
thofe meetidf^s wa^ to tefl^re orden and thena^ they 
had in every inflapce ln-en ccnlider^bly fuccef^ful, arid 
were in the jfl'ue c«iaj>l6teiy fo» yet the fir ll appoint-*, 
pietit, as it 'grew out o^ th|9;attacit on ibtvhotife of tfac 
"^nfpector, was eooSdered «8 Criminal, and fuch as werm: 
raoU iuiluential in racking that appointm^t had 
endf avourfd ^t the firft Pf^rkifoa-a iQeeting .tQ /promote, 
me^fures l^r coiifoii<iaUl3g^6 oppoi|ti<^ii tQ fovdra* 
ment, fupport^d by thefe rcafons. Th-z diftricl 
attorney in the charge, %y^ich he exhibiie^ fi^.I^bUaiM'?- 
I^lhia ^gs|ipit theprifopersyext^biced the^attfi^^]^ tm 
thefe meetiirgs among the of trealeii, which ba4 
been caiiiajiued. 

This ci^rge of treafqn 2^ain{l the ;xiep|ifigs if, T$tf* 
kifon'a, was poHibly calculated to be aa apology for 
leaving brought 4own pr4fon^fs, againft vvbpm no G\h^ 
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thofci ^ho i^Qt, ^iily fl^teacicd At thcfr |nec^iags» 
even at the Braddwci^'s field rend-czvcuu, which utir 
(doiib^ediy aiiunj^ th^ ^pqar^wmcnes of ^a;^ill(urI«dk)n^^ 
were not only innocent, but meritorious peripns, iHi4 
that it was pot the affifting at4,hofe meetings, but, the • 
(iondua when I.l^i:e> laat ILi^uld deteniiir.c the crw 
mioality ^J^- tbe -^?pfi?»€rfi. l?y ati^ndirig ,.iho%: 
meetings,., a p€5j^ became jiiyijlvfliJt in c.ifimia?liJ5ri 
the ixioit dceilive and uleful patriot^ intbe-weftowf 
(^ountjry wouW been liabl© ;p ^tofiicution, as vveil^ 
^ 'Che moil; ^ti^eowt but t^W oi Qoi^ucl Wjaii 
only purfued to ^ finall ewpt a^,:^ qumbers^ ajidk 
peihaps would not have been puriucd at b»til4 
gwnplacence-io the inflammatoryj pji^t of the^j^r^j,: : 
, 1 know thi« (jircumQaoQe" k d««iod ^ ^ nombff 
who were in ihd army, and bad a good opportunity «| 
being aequaimedwith its prevailing temper.; but it ii^ 

fiiggefledbytbo judge, ,an4 it caay reaionaUy-?d«iiH^ 
ted tfa^t a few iQiia^iB^tory chfijWffleiiS l^eam^' 
giftrate, and not only difcovering their ow« ui^overaa-T 
bie ter^per^ but-afferting that this terapci was gcneraj 
in the army, we$ fully fufficient give groiind tot 
tliefe apprehenfions. I have had occa&on feverai time^ 
to- mention, that a few noify and reillefs fpirits have 
it in their power, on particular occafions, for a taiac, iQ 
i^x tae character of the whole mafs of either an army 
pr a country ; and this was undoubtedly thQ|tf:afe with 
^lae army on this occafion. T!:ie fentiinents of thofe, 
who were virtuous enoogh not to attempt to iniiuence 
^fbe decifipps of th^ msgjiitiate^ wf re notkno^irn* as they 
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• Kiade no noifc, while the inflammatory few, not only 
were fo impertinent, as indireAly to interfere with tiie 
decifions, but in fome inftances, with th« examinations.' 

There was but one general officer, who dacovered a 
difpriiticn to promote djiioiders, and his iniiueace 
was fmail. 

I have faid that fome were brought prifoners to 
Philadelphia, againit whom there was no caufe of 
sdion, and others, without having been txaiuined. 
I 'have already alfigned the reafons why Ibtne were 

brought who were innocent. 1 nat nnv were brought 
without examiuatioQ arole in part from other caufes. 
Owing to the hurry ap^ confufi6n of the canap, the 
judge could not attend to the examination of them all 
himfeifi fometimes the fccretary of the treafury exa- 
minddy and decided hio^feif i on other occafions, the 
prifoders were examined by the diftrid attorney, or 
hy fome of the Hate judges.' Thus through the mul- 
titude ot examiner?, fome were committed without 
being examined at aU. It has been alfo fu^eded that 
fdme- perfons were fent <lown in confequence of the 
predetermination of the fecretary of the treafuryi 
inOances might be given if it was neceCiary, and fom^ 
will bet^ifered in the fe^ueL 

% 
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CHAP. XVIII. 



r £ R H A P S the mod my{lerio«$ 
drct^mflance attending the.weftern expedidoOf wis tbi 

charader fuflaincd by the fecretary of the trealury. 
Frequent enquiries havebeen msdefrfiin rae, audlliavc 
often enquired of others, what (tation he held, to which 
his refponlibility was attachedr but without any &tis- 
factory aiilwers. But as it uas generally believed ti:;ii 
he gave the fupreme diredion to the meafures iliat 
were purfued, and as the praife of ali'tfaat was laudable^ 
and the blame of what was cenfurable, has been by a 
kind of tacit confent afciibed to him, it will, tor want 
of better lources of information, be necellary to exa- 
mine fuch inilances of his paramount influence, in tlie 
previous plans andt fubfequent conlad of the^ expedi- 
tion, as have tranfpired. 

That he was the refptofible head of therevenuede- 
^arttnentt .anilhadthedireAion of the meafnres relative 
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to the execution of the excife law, is eviucr;t from (h^ 
powers veiled in him by law for that purpoie. That 
lie originzied not onl^ the excife fyflem« and the other 
Revenue Irfws, which wc;c ena'cled by Congrefe, prevf- 
cm to the infiureciion, and the arrangements for car- 
tying theiii into exefcution, ii evident from the jour- 
iials of Cohgr^fsj and his own reports to th'e Houfe of 
5veprefent^rii\ e^.' The manner in u liich the coercive 
part of the excife law was ejidcaied* or rr.ihcr, in which 
the execution of it was neglected, and the influence 
tphich that negl^6t Had in proflaotirtg tfic oppbfition to 
the law, which finally bnrfl forth into an infuireiflioni 
has been Hated in Chap. VI. 

That a government could htvet be cfofT^ered a? 
eftabliihrd, till it:3 power was pur. to the teft by a trial 
iof its mititaty force, is a fentiruent that has been often 
tftfcribedtohini« and never that 1 lieard of codtT^dicled; 
.4nd that it! perfeA correfpondence with their princi- 
:ple, he even in4.iic cabiriet exprefied his furrow that 
.the lOWi\ of Piitiburgh had not bcir. burned by ihoib 
.who tendezvoufed at Braddock's fields that fo a trial 
jOf toe fittiBtary force of the government might have 
:becn rer.dered tl^ more neceflary and jnftifiable, has 
hcei) afferted by authoriiy that cannot be reafonably 
idoubted. This aSeitionf which leaves no doilibt of tlie 
pririclplc from which it pvcccedeJ, periedly coincides 
with the manner in which the excife bw w;»s executed 
in the weftern counties, and fuUy accounts for not 
Jbolding, fpecial felTions of the court nearer the places 
where the crimes were coriiinirtcd, after a hvj had been 
made for tliat purpofe, and may alfo without any 
lorced indutflion account for ifiuin^tbe procc^es cot' 
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(cf tlie diftridl court fo early in the winter. When k 
was known that a law was about to be palfed to veil the 
flate courts witU powers for that purpofe, and alfo for 

Selavincr the execution of the piocefs, till fo long after 
the flate courts were competcnc to decide on the cafe, 
lind until the throng of harveft, which is confelTedly 
the moft inconvenient feafon in the year for farmers 
to attend at a diftance of above 300 miles, and u hich^ 
from other ci^cumftances^ was the mort likely to excite 
rciiftance. It is worthy of remark that when the dif- 
tillers of Fayette county, without delay, fent to enter 
their appearance at Philadelphia, the writs were found 
to be erroneous, and therefore null. What a pity it 
was, that this had not been difcovercd before they had 
been made the inftrumeni ot piuiuuuu^ au luiurrec* 
(ion. 

If all thefe circumftances happened through inat^ 
tention, that inattention was highly culpable ; if they 

were the refult of cool defjgn, the connecflion of all 
the parts of the plan, and its eventual fuccefs, while 
they afford a flriking evidence of dexterity and addrefs, 
reprefent the morality of the condu<flor in a very 
quelUonable point of view. The exertions made by 
fome of his friends in the Houfe of Reprefentativea^ 
about the fame* time, in the winter in which the irre*- 
gular piGCeilcs were ifUied, which in the foliov^^^ing 
harveft produced the infurredion, to have a law palled 
for rai&ng an army of 25,000 men, and the evident 
indignation with which that plan was rejeAed by a de-» 
cided majority of the Houfe, is well remembered. 
While this meafure difcovers a perfed correfpondence 
with the general condud which led to the infurredion^ 

£ e 
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the reje(f^Ion of it gave a tedimony that the Reprefetl-* 
Caiives would not employ an army wiihou^ a lutiicieat 
caufe. The burning of Pittfbargh, if it had happen- 
ed, would have afforded an argument foi fuchanarmy 
as had been urged tiie preceding winter. 

That when the outraj;e6 agatnft the excife officers 
came to a violent height, the fecretary {hould report to 
the Prefident on the ftibje<5^, was to have been expect- 
ed, and that, when this report was to be pubiiihed m 
the newspapers, as an addrefs to the citizens, to con- 
vince them of theneceffity of turning out in fupport 
of the government and laws, that the facts ihouid have 
been reprefented with pretty high colouring, was not 
at ail furpridtig, but that that conduA which was law- 
ful fhould have been reprefented as criminal, and that 
charges (hould have been infinuated againlt the whole 
people of the we&etn counties which were not founds 
ed in fa^f^, could not be juilified on any hone 11 prin- 
ciple. Theie remarks will be better under Hood when 
I come to examine fome parts of the report itfeif. 

How the important duties and legal arrangements 
of the treafury could admit ci riic head of the depart- 
ment to attend on the weitern expedition to us fur- 
theft deftination, is no part of my enquiry. While 
the Prefident was with the different wings of the army, 
the lecretary accompanied him, and appeared to a*fl as 
his official fecretary. When i was at Carlifle, be 
took a part in the converfations between the Prefident 
and the commiflioners from the weftern counties, and 
behaved with propriety in them ; be iigued oificiaily 
the Prefident*s inltrudlions to the commander in ^bief 
of the army. 



Digitized by Google 



INSURRECTION. 

When the Prefidem returned to Philadelphia, the 

fecrrtary of the treafury remained, and marched 
with the right wing of the army, and on the march, 
gnd at the different encampments, in the Weftera 
country, was extremely attentive to the wants ©f the 
army, and was looked up xo by cnany in it, as ibmething 
more than even the com^iander in chief. Ti^e fuperu 
marque, which he accupied, and which was by fa» 
more extenfiveand eleiiant than that of the CwUiiiiaa- 
4er in chief on that expr dition, or as the officers fay, 
in the war with Great Britain, contributed to draw the 
pttention of the army and of the country people tohiaSf 
§s a man of more than common authority. 

In what chaxader he aflumed this fuperior Oatq 
and influence^ or to what extent he carried his author 
Tity, I have noc been infoiuied. It well known, 
iiowevejr, that orders were fomctimes iliued by him, 
and that he 9on0dered po oQicer in the army, as be^^ 
yond his controul, though much of this authority was 
probably exercifed through the inilrumentality of 
Others ; lome pretty high mitances of thi& were not 
concealed* It is well known^ that by his own autho^ 
rity, he wrote a fevere reprimand for fuppofed 
^ilcondu^ to th^ commander in chief of the right; 
wing of the army, in confecjuence of which, th^t o£? 
cer was treated in a manner not becoming his rank ^ 
\)i\t it is of no impu^uiice to trace the characler he 
^ffumed, or the ai:^hority he exercifed, in the army; 
for to him has been afcribedi by fome in the s^rmy, the 
vneafure of difcipline tliat was preferved in it, and the 
regularity of the fupplies they received ; though this, 
yif^s ut^dQuht^edly ^fcribing too much to himi as a n\i%; 
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ber of valuable officers occupied the various Rations In 
ihe army. There is no doubt, however, but his atten- 
tion and induflry, were of greac fervice. It is the 
fccretary's CGnne(flion, however ,'with the judiciary, that 
is of the greateQ imporiance to examine. In this he 
was generally taken, or perhaps iniflaken to be, the 
principal dire<ftor« T6 mention all the inilances 06 
the authority he exercifed as a civil magiflrate, would 
lead me beyond the intended compafs of this work; a 
few inftances^ihall only be feleded. 

The commander in chief had his quarters for foroe 
time at the houfe of major Powers, between Youghio- 
gany and Moaongaheia rivers, and the cjuarters ot 
thejudiciarjr were at the next plantation* Major Powd- 
ers had not only behaved well 'through the whole of the 
troubles, but had been zc-iioutly employed in endea^ 
vottring to reiflore order from an early period, till it 
was finally efiabliflied. He had been a member of fe* 
veral meetings for that purpofe, and was one of the 
committee of twelve who fettled the terms of amnefty 
with the commii&oners at Pitttburgh, and took an ac- 
tive lead in his neighbourhood, in procuring a compli- 
ance with thofe terms, his fervices were acknowledged 
while head quarters were at his houfe, and be was paid 

. a larger fum than he demanded for his trouble and ex- 
pences. » 

After the judiciary and part of t lie army had g-^ne to 
the town of Wafliiugton, major Powevs was invited 
by a polite letter, to wait on the fecretary at that place, 

; which was above thirty miles dillant. When he ar- 
rived the Secretary examined him about the conduA 
of ' certain characters, wi:h Ibme of whom be was not 
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fven acquainted, but particularly about the coildu6l of 

Mr. Gallatin, at the meeting at Fjikiion's ferry, &c. 
On major Powers not anfwering to his fatisia<flioD, he 
coiodplainedof the diffipulty of obtaining information, 
and advifed major Powers to retire an hour, to refrefli 
his memory^ in order to be re-examined, and fpoke. to 
an officer prefent to condudl major Powers into ano* 
ther chamber; in all this, the fecretary appeared to treat 
him politely, b;.!t he was not a litclc fnrprifed when he 
found himfeif thrull into a room arapng other priibn- 
ers, ^nd there confined, under the point of the bayonet. 
This he thought an odd fituation for cool recollection^ 
if he had needed any. At the time appointed he was ta- 
Yen again into th^ prefen^^ of the fecTetary« who aiked 
him if he had recollected himfelf fo far as to give more 
fatisfaciory information; on being anfwered that he 
had nothing further to recoiled, having already related 
all he knew, the fecretary then fuddenly aduming 
^11 his terrors, told major Powers that he wzs lurpriled 
at,him, th^it having the characfler of an honeil man, he 
would not tell the truth, afTerting, that he had already 
proofs fufficient of the truth of what he knew he could 
tellify» if he would. After foine further infulting 
language and threats, major Powers was committed 
clofe prifoner under a military guard; and though the 
moft unexcepiionable bail was offered for permifTion 
|o goto his family, it was refufed, and he was marched 
under a military guard to Pittiburgh, and there detained 
till the eighth day after he was taken intocuftody. The 
fecretary being gone, the judge fent for m:\pt Powers, 
^od when he was brought into his prefence, invited 
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bim politely to lu down, uiTuring :bim tliat he had aci 
^liaxge at all ggamil hip;. 

It will appear in vanous other indances, that it was 
Vlfual with the fecretary to afTert to thofe whom he wa« 
iwcamining, that he was poGeired of fufficicnt proofs 
^iready of the facls to whi^h he endeavoured to extort 
triiimony. The Ipring following, major Powers wa§ 
inuch difpofed to bring an aftion againlt the lat^ fe- 
crecary, for the tiei^mient he had received, ifo 
thought this neceilary for the vindication of the gp- 
vernment, as well ^ to obtain fatisfadion to bimfelf, 
but finding that be would be obliged to go to New<« 
York to piolecute, on the advice pf his iiiciidi 
jeiinqwiOied the dcftgn. 

John Hamiltcn of WaChiogton is high Q^eriif of 
^bat county, and colonel of a regiment of pilitia, inib^ 
Mingo-Creek ietilemeiu ; thoiuji a r.iiml cr of thisrcr 
^ituetic were knowq to have iiad an active hand in thq 
attack on the infpedor's houf^, and were in fad con- 
iidered as the greateft promoters of the infurredion^ 
,ycthe not only kept hir^felf free from thoTe outrages, 
but endeavoured, asfoonashe hea.id of thcdeligu, tc^ 
prevent the rendezvous at Braddpck's jieid. It was he 
u ho informed Bradford that the arms and ammunitior^ 
in the garrifon at Pittrburgh were defigned for general 
Scot's expedition agair«(l the Indians, and with the 
affiftanceof fome others perfuaded him to counter- 
.mand the order?, and procured his proani<? ^o pieven^ 
the march. (See Cliap. Vlll.} 

When he could not prevent the ms^rcb to Brad« 
dock's field, he put himfelfat the head of bis regiment, 
and was vciy iiiUruiiJcntal in prcveoiin^ further on^^ 
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tages from being committed. At the court that \v2i 
held for the county of Waihington, a fliort lime after 
tiie commiffiotiers left the countr^, be propofed 19 
take any twenty of the leading infargema, and lodge 
them in the couniy jail, if writs were ifiued for that 
piirpofe, but it was not thought adviieable to iffue the 
writs, until it {hould be known livhdt tneafuresthe tcxDt* 
miilioners would recommend to the Prefident ; and 
until the inflammation would be more efledlualiy 
4^ooleddown. The {heriff however, to give teflimohy 
that he could have accompliftied what he propofed, ex- 
ecuied every writ of caf as i\izt he had in his hands 
tvithout difficulty^ He attended ail the meetings for 
.teftoring order M^tth a view co preyent outrages* Hii 
being a h iend to order, and living where he d d, 
merited higher approbation, than if he had reiided 
where the citizens generally were lefs difpo£ed to* 
riou 

Yetit has been afTerted. that this man wnsby thepre- 
determinationoftiie fecrelary of theti tafury doomed 10 
be facrificedas an atonement; tojulUfy tdis determi« 
nation by motives of humanity, thefeeretary fuggrfted 
that colonel Hamilton had no family to lament his lofs ; 
and as he underilood he was a man of coniiderabie in- 

. flnence in the country, he did not douDt but though 
it might be difficult to find proofs againll him, he waa 
as guilty as any of them. 

Colonel Hamilton was informed by a friend of dt* 
figns againit him time enough to make his efcape, 
but confcious of his innocence he preferred travelling 
above thirty miies lu where the judiciary then was, and 

, pre(eattng.himielf to Judje Peters informed him that 
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he had heard ibere was a charge againft him, and rc-"^ 
fuelled to have it ^xamioed. The judge faid he was 
then too much engaged, but would call on him pre- 
leinly ; tlutday, howevfr, palled, till evening, when 
major Lenox, the marihai, in the moll delicate manner 
he could, told him he mud put him under guard, but 
afterwards difpen'ed with arreting him, and only took 
his proraife that he would not depart till judge Peters 
would converfe with him ; but the next day the mar- 
ihai inforiried him that he had fpeciai orders to put him 
under guard, which he did accordingly, though with 
evident regret. The fherifF here remarks that major 
Lenox treated him with as much friendOiip and po- 
lite nefs as the nature of the cafe could poflibly admit, 
and let me add ihai iliat officers poiitencfs is generally 
well fpoken of. 

On the third day after he demanded atl examination, 
and the fecond after he had been put under guard, he 
ivas fent back to "Wafhington town, from whence he 
had come, in cuHody of a finall party of horle. 1 iJe 
judiciary having arrived at Waihington, the (faeriff 
applied to judge Peters again to have his cafe examined, 
who told him he would in half an hour, but on the 
ninth day after he firil applied to the judge, he was fent 
dofe prifoner to Pittfburgh, and from thence to Phi* 
ladeipiiia, paraded through the flreets with an igno- 
niinous badge in his hat, and thrown into the cells 
without his cafe having ever been examined. After 
an imprifonment of near two months and a half, he 
had Ins cafe broughi before the iupreme court on a 
writ of habeas corpus^ and on examination nothing 
being found againit him, be was admitted to baiL At 
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ihe circuit court, held in Philadelphia, in June follow- 
ing, a bill for mifprifon of treafon was {enl to the grand 
jury : 5 inft him; biit every witnefs that was fwom lef- 
tificd largely in l;is favour. There was not even a 
fufpicious circutnilance found againrt him. 

Thus a man, who was at the time (heriff of the 
county, and a colofiel of militia, and who, in a part of 
the countrv, and in ciicamllances where temporizing 
might liave been excufeabie, was not only clear of 
' any charge^ but had merit; was feleded by the 
fecretary for a vidlim, iind without being examined, il- 
legal iy i^ken frdm the exercife of an ofnce, at that 
time of importance to the peace of the country, and 
dragged down to Philadelphia in the winter^ paraded 

• in a barbarous manner through the ilreets, thrown for 
' feme time into the cells, and though, after a long con- 
finement admitted to bail, yet obliged to attend again at 

• Philadelphia to ftand 9 trial stpparently becaufe the fe* 
- cretary of the trfcafurv had determined on his deftruc-^ 

tion. It is probable, that it was only motives of hu- 
tiiaiiity that operated to prevent major Powers froin 
being alfo fent to Philadelphia* for he has a wife and 
iaaiiiy, and we are informed that the ilieiiif of Wafh- 
ingtoo, having no family to lament arterhim, was align- 
ed by the fecretary as one reafon why he was fel^ded 
an objeifl of atonement. 

It is not eafy to alfign probable reafonsfor feleding 
thcfc two men as objects of vengeance. They had 
both been friends of order during the continuance of 

• the difturl3ances, though they were naturally quiet, 
and never had dirtinguiihed themfelves in political 

' conteils, nor taken any lead in the difcuifion of pub- 

Ff 
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lie meafures. Perhaps the principal motive for treating 
major Powers with fuch unjuftifiable fevcrity* was to 
extort teftiniony from him, and to teach others whit 
they might expect, if they did not give fuch teflimony 
againft certain charadiers^ as the fecretary required. 
As colonel Hamilton was the IherifF of the county, 
and colonel of the bait a I ion, where the infurrcd^ion 
originated, bis raak and the relation he ftood in to that 
county, were probably the reafons of his being ielec* 
ted. 

My firft perfonal acquaintance with either Powers 
or Hamilton, was at the meetings tor reftoring order, 
on which occafion their condu<5l was that of good 
citizens, and inch as entitled them to my efteera. 
Hamilton was not a member of any of them, more 
than myfelf. I was much furprifed,. when I law him 
in Philadelphia gaol, but efpecij»lly when I fouQd 
that he had been committed without charge or exami- 
nation. 

When he was admitted to bail, he told me he was 

. about to put a Ilatement o[ his cafe in the newfpapers, 
but ladvifed him not to do it at that time, alleging 
that with the means that were ufed to procure tcaimo- 
ny againft him, it was probable, that fomc plaufiblc 
charge might be produced on the trial, and thtfNas 
feme others were committed without examination, who 
were probably equally innocent, it was beft to publiih 
nothing tili the final refuhot the trials would be known. 
This narrative li taken from colonel HauiiRoii's owij 
Aatement of the cafe, and from my own knowledge. 

I have flared, that undue influence was ufed to pro- 
cure teftimony a^ainft certain individuals, and given on 



Digitized by Googl 



IN S-U C T I p N. ^35 

inflance of it in the cafe of major Powers ; I will add 
another inflance in relation to iheriff Hamilton. 

During the time (heri(f Hamilton, was waiting 
to have his calc examined, and before he was put into 
clofe confinement, a certain John Baldwin was under 
examination. He was interrogated alternately, by fe« 
cretary Hamilton, judge Peters, the diftri^ attorney, 
, the infpe(^or, and Mr. Vaughan, alight horfe man, from 
P hiladelphia; the twolati of whom treated him with the 
greateft indecorum. In the courfeof the examination* 
every means were ufed to induce him totertify againft 
the iheritf. Baldwin had candidly informed ihem of 
hirofelf being one of the committee at the burning 
of Nevil's houfe. and of the perfons coticemed in that 
riot, Sec. aiid allured them that the fheriff was not con- 
cerned in the bufuiefs. He was then urged to teiHfy 
that the iheriff had notified his regiment, to alTiil at that 
riot, &c- and when he refufed 10 give telHmony to that ' 
purpofe, becaufe it was not true, he was infulted, and 
told that he equivocated, and evaded fvvearing the truth* 
and wa6 aflfured that by his condu<5), he had forfeited 
the benefit of the amnedy to which he v*as otherwife 
intitled, andailo his life and property, in not tellitying 
to what they demanded of him (and of which, be adds, 
he was confcious it was not true,) and told th^thecouid 
only feve himfelf by giving fuch tellimony, 

David Hamilton aiid others w^re tieated in much 
the hvs^e manner, in order to extort tedimony againft 
(herift Hamilton, and though no teflimony could, even 
' by thefe means, be extorted, yet this innocent man was 
, fabjefled to ths iixfOtlt^ ^ad, £uii[erings a(ready r«l^n 
ted. 
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I have been informed of various ether cafes^ 
wherein improper methods were ufed, to influence 
witnefTes, but a recital of them would fw6ll thefe 
fhcets to an iniproper lengih, I fhall decline menti- 
oqing.them at pxeient, and conclude this chapter with 
an «xtrad from Mr. Brackenridge's lopidents, page 

78. 

** In collecting evidence againft mp, there was no 
pains fpared-r— In the examifiatipn of witneiTes, when 
brought forward, there was t^o boot nor other inftru- 

ii enL of torture in the hands of the exapiiners ; but 
there was certainly every addreis to the fears of indi- 
viduals, to extr^di from them an acknowledgmetit of 
fomething faid or done by me. I am unwilling to mark 
any thing as contrary to my ideas of propriety, but 
declaring in all, I have feeu or heard, I have nothing 
elfeto mark, I take the liberty of ilatingaswiiatwascon- 
fidered by me as improper, viz, the fuggeflion that (he 
witne(ies in the courieof the examination, that tlie en- 
joyment of the afnneily which they claimed, depended 
on the can4our with which they gave teftimonyagainflk 
Others.* 

In page 75, the lecretary lays down his pen and 
interrupts Mr. Brackenridge, while he is pro^'eeding 
in his tertimony, arfd fliys, *'I obferve one leading trait 
in your account, a dilpohtioa to excufe the principal 
adors, and before we go further, I muft be candid and 
inform you, of the delicate fituatipn in which yoi| (land; 
you are net -wUhin the amn fiy ; you have not figned upon 
t)i€ day ; a thing we did not know, till we came on 
this ground, I mean the Wellern country, aqd though 
the government may not be difpofed tof afl rigorctdly 
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yet it has you in its" power, and it will depend on 
the (aadour of your sccpunt, what your fate wiU 

be." 

"Mr. Brackc;iriJ.;c aiifwers. I nm mt within the 
f/jine(i)i^ andamfeiilibieof the extent of the power of 
the government; but were the narrative to begin again, 
I would not change a fingle word/* 

Mr. Brakeni idge had conducted with fuch addrefs^ 
in a iuuation which rendered it neceilary for him tp 
temporize, that h^ knew he was in no danger from ih« 
ufual mode of procefs, but he alio knew, that the 
power of the government, wkh which he was threate- 
ned, conveyed anotlier idea. He had obferved, the 
innocent and the guilty, indifcrimately, in many in- 
flaiicco, fubjecled to unufual fcfferings and infuks, by 
the power of government, as exercifed by the fecre- 
tary« If fuch powerful addreiies were made to the 
hopes and fears of Mr. Brickenridge, who from his 
prcfeflion was able to judge of his own fituaiioa, 
what may we not expe^Sl was done with iucb ignorant 
people, as did not know what part of their condud ot 
expreffions nii^Iit be deemed ci iniinal. It is obierva- 
ble, that though the Jubpcena for Mr. Brackenridge, 
came from judge Peters, yet the examination was coo* 
daiS^ed, and the terrors, Sco. difpeofed by the feciecsry. 
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AVING in the tranfavflions already 
related, introduced my own agoDcy, as feidom as the 
nature of the cafe would adinit, I expeifl the reader 
will not be otienJed ai hading win: I d;d, or luiiered, 
brought more frequently into view in what remains of 
tbe work, efpecialiy in the two fucceeding cliaptei:?* 
I wifti indeed that this part of it had been writen by 
another hand, for 1 do not know a more difagreeable 
fubje(fi to write on, than one which in volves perfonai 
confiderations ; yet being convinced that I could not 
have done juilice to [he general fubjcd, if I had kept 
myfelf altogether out of view, I will make no further 
apology, but fubmit it to the decifion of the pub- 
lic, whether there is^ or is mi a caufe. 

When colonel Morton, Mr. Redick, and myfelf, 
an tbe charader of conimiiiioners, waited on the 
fecretary, then in company with governor ^MiffliUt 
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Sit Bonnet's camp, he treated me with decency, and 
apparent friendihip, aiid when I told him, that fome 
of the juftices of the peace had commenced piofecu* 
tionsagainll offenders, before the commilTioners had 
returned to Philadelphia, and that on being informed, 
that the dillrid judge and attorney were coming up 
with the army, they had been advifed to defiil till they 
would arrive, he approved oi advifing them to dcliil, 
and adviied us to requell fome of the county judges 
to come to the camp^ . as fbon as the judge and attorney 
flioald arrive, (they were with the reaif of that wini^) 
and that fome plan would be fettled with them, Iok 
diftributing the profecutions. At parting I told him^ 
I defigned to ilart for Philadelphia, in about eight or 
ten days. I gave the lame information to General I^ 
at parting. 

My reafon for being particular in mentioning the 
time, when I intended to leave the country was, that 
it might not be faid, that I went out of the way to avoid 
a fcrutiny of my condu(5^, and my reafon for Haying fo 
'long, was to give a full opportunity for it; though I 
was confcious of having merited approbation, I fufpec- 
. ted the fecretary was more difpofed to find fault. I 
had feen his report to the Frelidenc, and obferved the 
infidious mifreprefentations it contained. I ought to 
have attended Congrefs fooner. 

After both wings of theanuy had encamped in the 
vicinity of Youghiogany and Monongahela rivers, two 
of the judges of the court of Weftmoreland county, 
general Jack, nnd Mr. Baird, nieii ci vci y rt:fpe<5lable 
charai5lers, waked on the iccreiary and the judge, in 
order to be informed what offences would be proper 
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for the ftate magiftrates to profecute, agreeably to Xhh 
fecretary's advic^, wiiich I cbmmuriicsju'd to oae W 
them $ but inrtead of confultihg about the diflTibti- 

tion of the profecutioris, aS was expected, they were 
both ilridly examitledas wUnefTes againfl Mr. C^aiia- 
tio and myfelf. They were utged to t^ftify that Mr. 
Galla:in had exprefTed himfelf in a treafonabie manner 
at the fiill rarkifon's meeting, and when they denied 
having heard any fuch expreffions, the fecretery aff6r- 
tcd chst He had fiifficient proofs of thena already ; ihty 
however perfiifted in alTerting that lie ufed no foch 
'^xpreflions, that they had beeti very attentive to his 
arguments at the meeting, and they ftatcd the fub- 
ilauce of them, an i '.iientioned lliC abilities he had 
difplayed, and the iiiiremiiting eKeitions he had made, 
6n allproperoccafions, toreHoreordet, dndtdconviDce 
the citizeris of the rieceffity of fubmitiing to the law* ! 
That his decifion, talentsandperfever^nce, had contri- 
buted more to the rcftoration of order thali that df, yex^ 
haps, any otherperfon, ashehadbeena rnember of sfli 
the meetings for tliat puipoie, andacled uiih dccifion, 
wheofcVerai Others thought it prudent in many inftances 
to temporize or were afraid to avow their fentiment& 
In the examinatioil refpeifling myfelf, no fpecifiC 
fail being alleged again me, it was rather an inqui- 
(ition held on my chara(5ler than an examioation, and 
the objeA feemed to be, to prove the to be a bad man, 
as well as a ctiminal. The queflions were calculated 
to procure teftimrry, either that I alone, or in con- 
ned ion with Mefsrs. Smilieand Gallatin had originated 
the cppofuion to the excife law, excited the infbrrcc- 
tion, weic tuciracs to thegovenimeiil, withed toover-. 
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turn it, &c. Pew men in that country could have 
been found, who kncvv my charav5\er and piinciples, 
and the lituation of the country, better than thole he 
UQsv examined^ They told him that the oppoiition 
to excifes was brought into the country: with the fet- 
tlers, many of whom inherited an averfion to them 
from their faliiers; that it was encreafed by their fitua* 
tioo ; that it was not tru'^ that! had promoted the op» 
pofitioa in that country that I had told in their 
hearing before there was any ground to appreliend 
an iniurre<^ion, that the excife law could not, noic 
wouid.npt, be repealed foon, and affigned fatisfadory. 
reafons for that opinion ; that I had faid it was my 
wi{h that the people would fubmit to it, that in their 
doing fo, their petitions fipr fuchameodmentsas would 
render its preflure more tolerable, would have more 
weight with, congrefs, and the repeal of it in due time 
would the more eafily be procured. They informed 
him alfoof the. exertions I had made, and the arguments 
I had ufed, during tbeinfurredion, to refiore order and: 
promote fubmiflion to the laws. 

When judge Baird related iome of the arguments 
which he had heard me exprefs on one or other of thefe 
occafionSv judg^ Peters was pleafedto fay, that they 
were fomeof the beft he had ever heard on that fubjed^, 
aodthathe couldfreely forgiyeine if I had done wrong., 
on accountpf bsvi^ing^ufedthmy bat fecreCary Hamilton, 
replied, that he wouldi never forgive met 

bad-told,or wrctc liesabouL him. 

I am Qbiig^.tp judge Meters, for hi&generafity. t 
knowthe-humanityrof hisnatuieu His. 4ifgpiitionto for- 
give isn<^ the l^frivaluahlfiK.thatrLftood in^^o m^ed of its 
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exer(iT)ns. I (hall fay nothing further, at this tithe, of th6 
fecrerary's objecting to forgivenefs, or the feniibility ' 
evident in his manher of doing it, farther than that 
it was not thie intention of the conftitution iti vefting 
a Pfefiderit of the United States with authority to caill 
out the militia tofupporlthe laws, fupprefs infurredi- 
ons, ^c. nor of Congrefs in direding the mode ia 
which the militia (hould be called out, iior, 1 will add, 
was it tiic intention of the Prefident in calling out fo 
refpeCtabie an army, or the judge of the fuprenae court 
in granting the cettificate required by law for that pur<-' 
pofe, or of fo many American citizens, in making fuch 
facrifices, to enable a dependant fecretary to fatiate his 
unforgiving difpolition on an individual for telling or 
writing lies on him, even if hid aflertion had not been 
totally unfounded; but of this in its p?:oper place. 

In converfarion with thofe gentlemen, even in 
public company, he expofed himfelf to contempt, 
by fpeaking of me, in a manner that difcovered a total 
difregard to truth,- good policy, or propriety of charac- 
ter. E\'en when he was contradi(5^ed in calling me ' 
a bad and dlQioneit man, and teilimony given of my 
cbarafier having long flood in a very different poiht 
of .view, by thofe who were intimately acquainted with 
it, and whofe veracity was unimpeachable, and when 
the confidence which my neighbours and others, who 
wei^beft acquainted with me, had long repbfed in* 
fl**^^^* given as a proof of my being an honeft man, 
having a confident charader, &.c. he reludantly admit* 
ted the force of that evidence with refped to my pri- 
vate charader, but aflerted that I was a vain man, and 
'% diihonell politician, and had a very bad heart. Mr. 
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Gallatin and I had been elected members of congrefs 
flioniy before tbiSf and he cenfured the people feverely 
fpr eledting us, aiKl added th?it ibey would never do 
well, nor have any thing done pioperly for them, 
while they were reprefented by fach m^n. He ex- 
preili^ much furprife and indignation, at their repo- 
(ingfo much coniidence in foreigners, that Gallatin and 
I were both foreigners and tlierefore not to be truiled. 
When it was anfwered. chat I bad been in the cova« 
try from tny youth, &c. and that Mr. Gallatiti bad 
cf>:iic into it very young, and n ^l been a citizen n 
competent Ij^ngth of time, to be legally qualified for 
the truft, that we were both fisnfib^e men, and had a 
fufficlent Hake in the country, to fecure our intereft, 
he perfifted in faying, that we were bad hearted men 
md diflioneft pgiiticians, and that I particularly had 
'told lies on him, in a pamphlet, entitled, Thirteen 
letters, by a citizen," of which he aiTcrtcd 1 was ihe - 
author. He reproved them, for not coming to con- 
grefs themfelves, alleging that though we might as , 
they had fuggefted, have more knowledge of public 
bufinefs, yet we were diihoneft and dangerous politic 
cians« 

He na doubt difcovered what waa true^ that the 

two judges were folid, fenfibie men, ci leipcciable 
character, and well acquainted with public buiinefs; 
but bow could he avcjd difcovering that they and I 
held the fame political principles, and that if I had 
not held the political pnnciples which I did, I would 
Dotjiave been the objed of their choice. He knew 
that though - they diiapproved of the excife law in 
principle, yet they had dbne every thing which uieir 
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duty as citizens and public officers required of them, 
in fupporting the execution, both of the federal «xciie 
law, and the excife of the flate, during its continuance. 
He kn^w Iroiii evidences examined, prior to them, 
even under circumllances very unfavourable to im* 
partial telliaiony, that I had not at any time done, 
nor faid, any thing to promote oppofeion to the exe- 
cution of the law. lie knew by their teftimony, that 
my language and condud was favourable to fubmiflion 
to til e law, before there was any apprehenfion of an 
infiirredion, and that I had made every exertion in 
iny power, to imprefs the people that were infiamed 
againd the law, with a refpedl for the government, 
and a difpofitionto fupporttbe laws without exception, 
and that in doins^ihis, they themfelves, and I myfelf, 
had an intimate conefpondence, and were in pertedl 
confidence, and that we were equally objeds of refent- 
ment for fome time to the ignorant and obftinate op* 
pafiTSof the laws. He might alfo have eafily known 
that feveral of thofe perfons to whom he declaimed 
againft me as a foreigner, had themfelves come into 
the country fince I did. 

The blimders even of wife men are fometimes 
aftonifhihg. However, I believe, we are not warran- 
te<l in giving the appellation of wifdom to fuch perfons, 
asare deflitute of honour and virtue, let theii ilation 
be ever fo high, their talents e#er fo brilliant, or their 
influence everfo powerfuh The reader wiU be able 
to judge for hiftifcif, how far the fecretary's condnd 
was directed by \v"klnm, or governed by the principles 
W honour and virtue, on a review of thofe fads and 
others, ' that will be hereafter rehted. 
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To thofe Whotnowthe fecretary*s ownliiftory, Tiii 

objeding to a mnn for being a foreigner, wbohas been 
thirty three years in the ilate of Pennlylvania, near 
thirty years of that time a head of a family mi 
citizen, who contributed all in his power in accom- 
pHfliing the revolution, both by his ferviceS in the 
proylfional government, by comlnitteest when the 
eftablifhed government was aboliflied, and in the 
army on the moft trying occafions, and who fince ihe 
revolution has beeualniort conftantly employed either 
in the public councils of the date or of the federal 
government $ I fay for fecretary Hamilton to objed 
to fuch a man as a foreigner, mull be aftonifhing to 
thofe who have any knowledge of his own hiilory ; 
Nor will it perhaps be lefs furprifing 4o thole who aie 
able to trace his coiiducl, to hear of his illiberality, in 
aliumiijig to judge the badnefs of another perfon'^ 
heart, with whoie character and condwfl )ae was fo 
little acquainted. 

Various other inftances are known of his endea- 
vouring, by improper influence, to-procure teflimoiiy 
againdMedrs. Smiiie, Gallatin, and myfelf, l^utit isMt 
my objed to fwell the book with nutnerous details ; 
a few well atteiled fade are fufficient to my purpofe^ 

When the iiecreury was ou his return, while he 
lodged in the hou& of captain R. Dicky, within a few 
miles of my reiidence, (I H'as tlien in Philadelphia,) 
after enquiring if I did not Uv« near, he fpoke of 
my character in his ufuai xtmnneK, and abuied cbe 
people for lending me toCongrefs, adding thai I wm 
the piincipal promoter of the infurred^ion, &c, kc* 
Captain Dicky vindicated my charader, and informed 
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him of ray general conduct and character, as a friend 
to order, and of my exertionsduringthe infurredioo, 
&c. He had been acquainted with me long before either 
he or I lived in the weileni country, and therefore 
fpoke of my general cliarader with confidenct. The 
fecretary, fuU of refeniment at hearing me advocated, 
exclaimed that I w^s a bad man, and that it was in 
\ aiii to vindicate me, becaule hehad tlie proois of my 
guiit in his pocket. Captain Dicky alleged that this 
was not poffible, but the fecretary perfevered in afler- 
ting it to be true, and alked Dicky if he had read 
' the tliirtten letters. Upon his anfweiing in the af- 
firmative, the fecretary Iwore that he believed there 
was not an old woman in the country but what ^ had 
read them, that they contained lies on him, and were 
written by me. Dicky offended at the fecretary's fcur- 
xility againO: me, told him he had read them and believ- 
ed the iz^s they contained ; and would believe them 
till they were proved not to be true, let who would 
have written them. Captain Dicky himfelf had been 
one of the delegates of that townihip, at the Parkifon 
and Redftune meetings, from whence he was fent as 
one of the committee to the commiflioners at Pittf- 
burgh. 

General White, whofe treatment of the prifoners 
I have already taken notice of, abufed my charafler in 

all companies, and told the moll manifeft falfehoods 
with reiped to my condudl, when at Carlifle with the 
Prefident, and when he was told that his alTertions 
were not true, he gave fecretary Hamilton for his au- 
thor, faying that the fecretary was prefent at the 
interviews with the Prehdent. I will juit mention a 
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few inftances of his conduA in this refped, of which 

I have the moll aiuheimc vouchers. 
* At table in the houfeof Mr. Kirkpatrick in Greenf- 
burgh, he told in a numerous company, that I bad in- 
fixed on the Prefident to fe^d an army into the coun-' 
try, and that the Preiident had anfwered, by faying, 
" Mr. Findleyyou have raifed the devil, and you may 
lay him agai n yourfelf." On this niaj or Dunham, who 
was pi cienL, remarked, l iiat, lir, is very unlike ihe 
Preiident." The Reverend Mr. Powers had been al-' 
leging that his reprefentations of my condud were not 
probable, when general White appealed to the Prefi- 
dent's treatment of me, in confirmation of what he 
faid. While he remained in the lame family, and was 
as ufual declaiming againft me, he aiferted that I had 
abufed the charadlers of the whole people in the wet 
tern counties to the Prefident, in order to convince 
him of the neceffity of fending an army againit them, 
and that the Prefident anfwered me by faying, * Mr. 
Findley you have raifed the devil, but vou cannot lay 
him again, or you may lay him again yourleit,'' and that 
I replied, that the people in my neighbourhood were 
of the moft implacable and ungovernable difpofition, 
lie. 8cc. Mr. Kirkpatrick the owner of the houle 
objeded to this aifertion, declaring that he had been 
acquainted with me many years fo well, that he knew 
that this was not my manner of fpeaking, nor a con- 
du«fl fuited to my charader, that I did not exprefs 
myfelf in the manner which he had defcribed on any 
occafion ; that general White being now acquainted 
with the country muft know that the people were not 
fuch as to anfwer this defcription^ and that it was 
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highly improbable that I would give a charader ot 
them chat they did not deferve* General White an* 
fireted ihat I wa&a damned- old hypocrite, and that he 
had made a point of telling the above wherever he- 
qame, aiid Uid I deferved no credit or popularity, and 
he wa^ determined Hhould have none* 

In the fame family in the hearing of Hugh Rofsy 
&f4:^juire, axidothei:s,,he aflert^ thal^ Iioldth^ Preiidsut. 
that the people in the weftem counties, were gervetfi^ 
and inimical to all good government, beyond concept' 
tioOv aiid fo abandoned, as that no charader, however:' 
influential, could reiirainor perfuade tiiem, and ob&j^ 
ved that it would have beea well, i£ the people 
had known of my having iifed that conveifatioii. before 
the ele(^ionta&in that cafe they would not have conhded 
inlucha perfoaas I was. 

At the boufe oC William Todd,, Efquire, where he 
lodged, he enquired if I lived near ; being anfwered 
tjiat 1 did, but was gone to Congrefs ; he. faid they 
niight as well iend nobodijf, that I did not repreft^t 
the people at alL Being toldrbyMt. Baldridge (whofe 
father-in-law, Mr. Todd was then attendifig^ in theftate. 
SttoateXthat the. people there knew bettettand thathe 
could not take a readiet way to infult their feelings, 
than to fay fo ; he replied that I would net he heard in, 
Congjrefs, &c. He added, ih^.ilkhad uot been foK 
niy reprefentatiois^ of the people to thcv Creiidexit, he. 
would not havefent the army among thcm^at aU ; fchal 
being aiked by the Prefident, what fort o£ p^oglfi thd. 
inhabitants of the wefiera counties, were,. I anfuwaecd^ 
diey were the wotfi;, and mod. hardened people ^ 
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earth, and that ati army was abfoluterly necelTary to 
reduce them to order; 

Being afked if he had heard rac fr.y fo, he Hud he 
had not, but had it from Mr. Hamilton, the fecxe- 
tary of the treafury, who heard it ftom my own mouih, 
tnd faid that the fecretaty cold him fruther that th^ 
Prelident afked nic if I thought tliat any thing lef^* 
than fending the army would do 10 pacify the minds 
cf the people, and that I replied that nothing lels would 
do. When Mr. Baldridge, to convince him how little 
credit could be given to his afi'eitlons, informed hiiii 
how far my conduift had always been the reverfe of his 
ftatemetiC of it^ what gteac exertions I had made 
to prcfervB and rcftor^ order, and hoiv well I fioodt 
with ray neighbours ; he aflerted or fwore, that if it 
had not been for Findiey, Saiilie, and Gallatin, there 
Wbntd have been no infurred^lon, and much more to 
the fame purpofe, here and elfewheic avowing it to 
be his object to render unpopular, and giving the 
fecretstrv for the author of the fcandal and falfehood 
whidh he uttered againft us. Indeed in the houfe of 
reprefentatives of the ftate in the winter of 1794, a 
mifreprefentation of what I had faid to the Prehdeot 
HtCarlifie was made by avefy refpe^able member^ 
who had been ^itn the army, and who pointed to the 
lecretary, as his author, in a manner eafily enough un* 
deritood, though he was not named. I fent a true 
ftatement of it in writing to Mr. Gallatin, who' 
correcied the mifreprefentation on the floor of the 
houfe, and aliened my ilatemenl in his printed fpeech. 

If thff Pre&deDt*s manner of converting had beeti' 

as well known to thofe with whom General White 

H h 
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communicated, as ic appears it was to major Dunhami 
thole aiierticns would not have gained any credit. 
Or if general While's true chaia6er bad been known 
to the people, Lttle refped would have been paid Iq 
hib jries. Indeed his manners were fuch as to pre- 
veiii coviidence in his reprelentations, if he had not 
given the fecretary for liis author, but finding that 
even with that aid he was not credited where I waa 
perlbnaily known, I paid no refped to his affertioias 
until I found the faliehoods were not only circulated 
ambng people in the wef^evn country, who knew me 
oiiiy by name, but alio through (Xlier Hates. Though 
few, even of ihofe, believed him at the lime, yet 
being fupported by the. authority of the fecretary's 
name, and my taking no pains to contraditfl his afler- 
tions, rJor to enable niy fiier.ds to do it, gave tliem a 
currency which they could not otherwife have procu- 
red, and determined me at lalt to take notice of them 
in this place. I had indeed determined to have treated 
any thing coming from general White with. tjiat fiient 
contempt with which I ufually trfat every thiag 
which cotnes from a man of his chara^er and manners* 
However, knowing that time is favourable to truth, I 
Lave not been haiiy in defending my own caufe* 
This is the hrlt attempt I have made to vindicate my 
charader, and I do not do it bv affertions* I have 
Hated the whole correipcndence, which Mr. Redack 
and myfelf had with the Preiident at Carliile. 

It is obfervable that Mr/ Redick and- myfelf -^et^ 
\ fectiy coincided in fentim^nts and conduct in conver* 
iing with the Pre^dcnt, yet nothing ha&beea aikxted 
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againft him ; the realba of ibe difcrimination however 

U pretty obvious. 

In our iacerview with the Preiideiit, it wiil^p« 
pear that he treated us with that decency and polite* 
nefs, which was fuitable to the oharaiRer he has always 

fuHained, -and agreeaoly to the di6^ates of a policy die* 
taced by a piopeir attention to th^ ocpa^on and cir« 
cumflanceSf 

It will likewiie appear that whilewe aAed the part 

ofhoneft men, in acknowledging the agitaiion that had 
prevailed, and the outrages that had been committed, 
which indeed would pot only have been uncandid, but 
foolifh to hr.ve denied, (as the truth was already 
known,), we at the fajpe time reprefented that the 
majority of the people in the weilern counties had aU 
ways been well difpofed, and Hated the circumflances, 
and explained l. ^ jcafons, tlial picvciued the well dil- 
poied people from being fuccefsfui in their CKertions 
10 xeflore order foon^, f nd why the number of ihofe 
who hgned the amneity, w^s not as gre^t as could 
have been vviiiitd. 

It will appear hkewife that we afllired tlie Preft- 
dent that the well known outcries againll the (late 
couiii, wages, taiaries, &c. the infults oftered to judges 
and other, relpedlable Citizens, the threats oiburnaig, 
tec. kC» which made fo nauch noile abroad, and kept the 
tvell difpofed people in Ibme places iti fear, for a time^ 
was pi inc. pally cQndudled by an ignor^^nt and obtlinaiie 
^lais ot people, who had little characler or proper y to 
lofe. i'l^t this circumtiance had convinced the ci- 
tizens generally of the necefiity of exerting themfelvcs 
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pe^ceaftd fee urily depended ontheduje cxecu- | 
tion of them : And we gave it as ouT.Qptoion,th«c^hii 
fir^upiiiafice alone afforded to government grotmd ci 
jiiore unequivocal confidence than lubicnbing anyfor* 
pSLid alTurances« Qf tbiocouldj&vcLQ be ex peeled froui the 
march of an %rmy into ihe country. We alTo ob£uv 
.ved to him that judges and other rcfpeflablt cjtizcaa 
in thewellprn couniies, who had given their opinion 
to the commifliooers that ao army was nece(lary« had 
jTeen fufficient reafon to change their mind^ and men^- 
tioned a IctLcr hoai pielideiit Addifon, and the 
unanimous refoiution of the laft Parkifon meeting, 
to prove this change of ii^ociaient. In fhon* it will 
appear on reading the eprrefpondencet that.we from 
.pur own knowledge gave it as our opinion unequi- 
;yocaily« that the iaw^ could he executed and atone- - 
,xnents n^ade in all the four counties, that with refped 
to the fettlements near Parkifon*s Ferry where we had 
pot perianal knowledge, and a-^ut which wc were 
more (Iriclly examined^ we gave our opinio^ on the 
alTurances received from others, whom we efteemed 
Avoilhy ot credit. So far were we tVom afligning the 
-weli known folly and obllinacy ot a few ignorant pcQ^ 
pie, and their infuiting the Itate magiflrates, or the 
defign againft the "court of Weftmoreiand, &c. that 
had been difcovered and prevented, as a caufe why 
an army iliould be lent into the country, that we made 
ufe of thefe cirguEdRanges as the Arongeft ground of 
^(furance that the march of an army wals not neceflary, 
becaufetheie circutii (lances made it the people's own 
intered to preferve the peace of the coCintryt and 
eSeAually convinced them» that if they permitted 



Digitized by Google 



iNSURRECTION. 



ff^a a bud law to be oppofed; or obnoouoift cfieers 

be abiifcd, th^y eventually deftro^'ed the befl fccuxity 
for their own liberty and property^ and we fujgelied 
ibat a fufficleni teit bad been given as fom as ocmU 
have been reafonably expeded, ail things coofidered^ 
that the citizens were able and willing to preferve or-* 
d^r and punifh otienders, and that fucb offenders as 
bad not iigned the amnefly in timfc were too few ui 
number, and too inlignificant in charaifler, to be pro* 
per objecls for the ilroogliaud of government, and thaC 
even tbefe would have time enough lo^icape befor^r 
the army could arrive* * ^ 

Tbefc circumftances Indeed, on weighing them ma- 
turelyt in our own minds, were concluiive with our- 
felves, and from our own cenvii5lioiv we fiated them 
with candour and confidence to the Prefident. Henc^ 
it is evident that that heat and inflammation^ which 
produced alarming diibrders for a time in the weftera 
couotryt and occafioned fo much anxiety of mind to 
the citizens, was fo far from being ufed bv us as an 
argument in favour of fenduig an army, that it was 
bonelliy applied as the ' mofk concluiive argument 
againfV it. Ic is alfo evident that tbefe diforders were 
ftated to be few in number, arid to have prevailed in 
but a few places, and conduifled by iuch as could have 
but little influence in fettled times. By examining 
the eleventh chapter, whicli defcrlbcs the flate of the 
country at and alter the time of figning the anmeily, 
and the fourteenth chapter, which contains the infor«» 
matioo given by Mr. Redick and myfelf to the Pre- 
fident at Caiiule, ii wiil be leen whether or not we 
underllood the ilate of tlie country, and whether we 
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gave a eandid account of it. It will alfo be e$0f 
difcemed that all the information we gave was caltu* 
lated to convince tiie Prefident, that the march qt the 
army was not neceflary tor the purpofe of procuring^ 
fabmiffion to the laws, and would not be fuccefsful in 
obtaining the proper fuhjecis for making atonement. 

To thoie, who are acquainied with general White's 
charaAerv- and with mine, no apology will be necef&ry 
for entering no further into axontell with hiii\ than 
merely by ftating fads to enable the citizens to judge 
for themleives, what credit ought to be given to hia^ 
aflfertions. I have always been happy in having tew 
enemies in private life, and conlider it as a confoling 
reflection in my advanced age, that I have never bad 
a quarrel with a neighbour. However, if it is my lot to 
have enemies, though I may regret the circumfiancey 
yet my regret will be the lefs if I have given no jult 
I caufe of offence, and if my enemies are fuch men, as 
are neither re f peccable for the morality of their princi- 
ples, or the decency of their manners. It would give 
me feniibie pain to know that any conducl of mine 
had given caule of oHen^e to a good man. 

Numerous other ilories have been circulated as 
from fecretary HamiltGii and In-:. liiLiid general White, 
which as 1 have never taken pains to obtain vouchers 
to prove, I ihall pafs over in filence. The ilory, 
however, of the latter infuhing me at Carliile was not 
true. I have n^ver yet feen him, fo as to be abiu ig 
diilinguiih him from another man. I w^s informedt 
however, of h)s obferving roe, and fpeaking of me 
when I was put of hearing, in fuch language as was 
fuiubie to h>s character ; for thou^jh I do not know bi$ 
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perfbn, I liave not been fo little converfant with the 
oflicers of the iale army, and the citizens of New Jerfey, 
as to be unacquainted with his fame* I need fcarcely" 
be at the pains to deny that I went on ray knees to the 
Prefident to befeech him to fend forward the army, 
for though this has been circulated to a very great dif* 
tance on the authority of general White, I prefume 
few fendble people gave credit to it^ and the corref- 
pondence with the Prefident, here pubiiihed, is a full 
refutation of it. I will juft add that the report in the 
eadern counties, that my ibh was concerned in the 
riot on Webfter, the colle(flor of excife, was abibiutely 
falfe, yet this was alferted with fuch confidence through 
Pennfylvania, that even my friends for fome time ad- 
mitted it to be true, but fuppofed it to have been 
without my knowledge. 
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A 



F T E R having given fo/uiia viewr 
c( the Hifurre<ftion« and the meafures connefled with 
iti and of the influential fecretary^s virulence againfl: 
rayfelf and others, I beg leave to call the reader s at- 
tention to a conciie relation of my ownconduCl, rc- 
fpeding the excife law ; it will, however^ be necef&ry 
to preface this with an account of my condudVand prin- 
ciples refpeding the federal government gencraliy. 
Under the confederation I always contributed what I 
Cotild to have the requi&tions of the old Congrefs car* 
ried into effed 1 but after the fatigues and rifles of the 
war were over, I ardently wilhed to have a more effi- 
cient general gov ex nment, and in the flate legiilature 
contributed to the revifion of the confederation, by 
voting for delegates to the general convention. When 
the federal conftitution became a fubjed of difciiilion, 
and wasfubmit^d tp the flate conventions by Congrefi, 
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I had feveral exceptions to ic, and wiftied amendments 
to the inftrumcnt to be recommended, and an adjourn- 
ment previous to ratificatiot>. X was the more folicit* 
ous to obMin the all, on account of fomc circumftanccs 
of irritation that were unfriendly to cool difcuflTion at 
the time ; but both were refofcd. However, when 1 
obferved that mo(l of the other dates took fofficient 
time to deliberate before they calicd ilieir conventions, 
and that the conventions of the other ftates very ge- 
nerally recommended amendments to the confiderati* 
on and adoption of the firft Congrefs, which was to 
m^et under the government, I became convinced, that 
delaying in order to call another general convention, 
fci the tbett ftafe of things, would be highly inconve^ 
nient, and appro\ cd at ihe puuing die government in- 
operation. My fentimeiits were weii known to my 
friexids, and ift is* alfo well known thaC no oppofition 
was made to patting the government into operation 
m any pare of ihewefxern counties, nor were there ^ny 
beats or didurbance on account of it. 

I indeed, on cool reflexion, became convinced, 
that fome of my objetflious to it were nrt well round- 
ed, and the firil Congrels having early recommended 
iome of the amendments I wifhed,- and whieh have' 
been fmce ratified, gave confidence that ethttr amend* 
ni€nts might be attained, when they became neceffary. 
I indeed embraced the government as my own and my 
ckildrens^ inheritance^ for though I knew it had feme 
dcfe<^s partly ari ling from indifpenfible cau fes, yet I 
believed it to be capable of being well adminil^ered^ 
utid on the whole, the bell: government in. tbr^ world. 

li 
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Though from miftakcn party fpleen, myfelf and 
others \A\o aded the part I did, have been caiieJ Aiiii- 
iedeiauiis^, as a name of reproach, yet I do, and always 
dad, treat the appelladon with contempt. If we erred, 
it was from an cxcefs of zeal for federalifm, and a jea- 
ioiiiy leail liie federal republican principles of the go- 
vernment were not futticiently guarded^ and in this 
we agreed with the majority of the citizens of the Uni* 
ted htaies, who recommended, with the firil Congrcfs, 
who adopted, and wiih the legiilatures who ratified the 
amendments. I never have been found among ihofe^ 
who op poled or embarrafled the mcafurcs of a govern- 
nient. Though I knew and acknowledged that the firli 
conflitutionof Pennfylvania bad defe^Sf andaflified 
afterwards in revifing it, yet I never was found among 
tholie who combined to embarrafs thcmeafnres of that 
government, but contributed all in my power to fup- 
port its operations and prevent its perverfion^ 

I, incoiiiinoii with other citizens, was attentive to 
the operations of the federal government in its outfet^ 
and though I was pleafed with many things done by it, 
yet before it had been two years in operation, I was 
lurprized to obfervc fo much of the legiflative bufinefs 
referred to the heads of newly ereded departments, 
and efpecially at the originating revenue fyftems being 
referred to tiie head of an executive depavtment. This 
influential power being Ipecificaliy veiled in the Houfe , 
of Reprefentatives, and of an untransferable nature,' 
the trail fci in- it to an executive officer feemed the 
more extraordinary. Indeed, people generally were 
furprifed to obferve, not only petitions, but the moll . 
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important legidative bu(ioefs, referred to one or other 

of the fccretaries. 

Being eleded a member of the fecond Gongrefs, 
I took my feat with a determtiiatioD to oppofe the re«* 
fercnce of legiflative bufinefs to executive officers, 
otherwife than to call for fuch information as they in 
their official capacity might be able to give. A num- 
ber of members who had acquiefced in this prad^ice in 
liic beginning, became convinced of the iuipropriety 
of it and op poled it in the fecond Congvefs. My 
oppofition to it did not arife from any perfonal aver-, 
fion to the fecretaries to whom the bufinefs was refer- 
red, but foleiy from an opinion, that it was unronfti- 
tutional ^nd improper, and that i: was really oppreiTive 
to the officers themfelves, efpecially to the fecrctary of 
the treafury, to whom the criginating of a!i niaiLers, 
xelpecling revenue, were referred. I had rejcntly 
feen a itriking inAance in Pennfylvania of the bad ef-? 
fe<5^s, both to the public and the officer, refutting from 
transferring a multiplicity of huhnefs to an executive 
officer, and was fenfiblethatihefe references prevented 
the houfe from poneffing fo much information within 
itfeir, as if the aicaliues orij^inated witli couHiiitiees, 
and tliat it laida foundaijon ior an in and out of door 
influence, fo combine through a fecretary as a center 
of con ieAion, which might biafs the denL)civ.iiui]s of 
the iioufe, and which could not fo eafily iniluence a 
committee of fifteen members, chofen from each ilate; 
and that fuch committee would have lefs inducement^ 
tq icporL the flate oi'the rc\ eniies in an inipohng man- 
ner, or to conceal at any time their real lituation. I 
l{ii4 no apprchenfioo, however, that thp feqrct^^ry pf 
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the treafury would take unctbrage at the honfe refuiB« 
ingthe exercifeof irsowa powers, until I was infor« 

nicd, thai he was iiighly olicnded at the firl^ oppoiiiion 
that was made to a reference of revenue buiineis to 
him to originate, and threatened, that if this was refu- 
ted, he woiild refign hiB t^Bce. Though I exerted ray- 
feif in that oppofition, yet I was not alone ; it was iup- 
ported by a number of rhe moR didinguiChed federa* 
lids and experienced politicians in rhe houfe, and when, 
the queRion was taken, it was by a very fmall ma- 
jority. On this occafun, not only the fecretary hiat-* * 
felf was alarmed, but thofe that attached themfelves to 
his intereft out of doors were much agitated. A few 
days after the vote, I heard a refpeciable revenue olfi- 
Cer in a public company fay« that a fet of d— d fellows 
in Congrefs had attempted to take the originating of 
revenue meafures out of the hands of the fecretary, 
and that if they fucceededidll confidence would be ipit, 
and that certificates had fallen con&derabiy in two days, 
in confequcnce of the attempt. This di^ii. rhon v.'ilh a 
certain defcription of people out ot doors, and the 
extreme anxiety difcoyered by his friends in the houfe, 
tofiipportthefecrelary's originating influence, changed 
my fears, that this undue connection oiMegiibtive and 
executive buiinefs wduld at ibme period produce an 
undue combination of intereft, into real fufpicions, 
that it had already produced this cfre<5^. 

However, though the oppodtion to miniderial ori- 
ginating of revenue fyftems, was fupported by a large 
minority, it did not fucceed in the i'econd Congrels, 
nor indeed in the third, without difficulty and delay, 
and when a committee of ways and means was appoint- 
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cd, in an advanced ftage of the feuion, which far ia 
the winter andfpringof 17941 a majority of tlie com- 
mittee were- fo attsached to their ufual mode of propo* 
fing revenue mpaf:ircs, chai a fub-coinmittee, cho* 
fen out of the coin m it tee of ways and qaeans, imme-* 
diately referred the bufiiiefs to the fecretary. In this 
way, the taxes cm loaf fugar, ihuff, &c, were origina** 
tc I. It h known, tlir.t during the next felTion, the fe- 
tretary rCi];i;Tird, and that before he wirhdrew, he re-* 
ported to the houfe a plan for new modifying tlie re* 
venue fyflem, in fuch a manner as to put the difpofal 
oi aifangenient of the revenue uicaiuics, iiiLK;has 
poiliolef out of the power of future iioufes of Repre** 
fentatives« This report was introduced, without being 
called for by the houfe. In the prefent Congi efs, no 
oppaUtion has been made 10 the appohitiiientof a coin- 
snitteeot ways and means, nor has the buHnefs been 
referred by it to the fecretary of the ircafury. Though 
this llatement n^ay fecm unconnected \v:Lh the infur- 
region, yet it leads to the piobuble Iburce of the fe* 
cretary'srefentments againR me« as weUas againil Sqi1« 
lie and Gallatin, who are of the fame fentiments with 
me, refpecting tliofe meafures, and as general White, 
who appears to have been only the iniiiumeni of the 
fecrctary's vengeance, acknowledged, when he wa* 
detected in aliening faiieiiocd:. agaiii.i ms, ior which 
he gave the lecretary as author, that his ohje^ was to 
deflroy the people's confidence in me ; it goes far to con-* 
firm the apprehenfion, that political party fpleen in- 
fluenced the fecretary's conducl in the u eltern expedi- 
tion. On what other grouci4t could the fecretary ex- 
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prefs fo much refentmeiu sgainit the people for eleflitlj 
us to Congrels, * 

Though an unqualified power of levying excifcs 
was veRed in Cong efs, yet an expectation that that 
power would never be exerciled but in cafes of the 
laft neceffiiff which bad been induliriouily inculcated 
by the moft influential advocates of the government, 
and fondly believed by all, had a, tendency to filence 
objedions to the government going into operation ; but 
when in the fecond feffion of the firft congrefs, the 
jcci Clary of the trcafury of his own motion originated 
an excile biii, and laid it before Congrefs, (which how- 
ever the houfe of Reprefentatives laid aiideat the time) 
the alarm given by the appearance of an excife law 
in io early a ftage of the operations of the govern HiCnt, 
and its apparent rejedlion, gave fuch alternate emotions 
of grief and joy in the ftate bf Pennfylvania, as is 
more eafily imagined tlian defcribed. This circum- 
ilance enabled the houfe of Reprefentatives, in tlie 
ilate Legiflature, to be fo unanimous in requeflipg the 
• fenate ot Congreis ru rijecl the exciic bill, in which 
bufinefs the ciry mcmbeis took alead. (See Chap IJI.) 

When the excife law was enaded, I was fincerely 
grieved at the inrrcduAion of an excife fyflem, witl^ ^ 
all its oatlisand officers, and the unavoidable inequa- 
lity of its preiTure. I was alio apprehenfive that it 
might put the vigilance and energy of ournew born go- 
vernment prematurely to too Icvere a left, and abate 
that confidence in it with which it was fo generally, 
embraced at its outfet^ and which was fo neceffary for 
its fupport, until it de lived Ilrength from age auii 
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habits of fubiiHiUuii. I refieded that the execution 
of this law might have obftacles thrown in its way in 
all places, but efpecially where it would he peculiarly 
oppreffive and confequently moft obnoxious. I re- 
fleded that to feciire a prompt fubmifiion to the opera- 
tions of this law, the aid of a judiciary and proper ex« 
ecutive officers ibould bs extended fo as to corref- 
pond with and fiipport the orliccrs in the execution of 
the law, and pruced. the citizens who might be, or who 
(uppofed they were^ oppreiled by them* The want of 
this in the federal government, I thought augured ill 
to the prompt execution of a law, the operation of 
which was found diiHcuit to cany into eiiccl in the 
beO eiiabliihed, and molt energetic, governments* 

But did I then, as the fecretary and many of his 
friends have malicioufly aiVerted, fet about to promote 
oppoiition to it ? No ; my condud was the very re* 
verfe of this. 

In June ly^l, ihe operailon of [lie exclfe was 
to commence, but in the weliern counties, and I pre- 
fume in many other diftrids in the union, offices were 
not provided for the entering of Hills, and the law on 
experiment proved to be in fo great a meafure im- 
pradlicable, that a revifion of it was immediately foirnd 
to be necelTary. An advertifement was publiChed^ 
inviting the citizens of the wcftern counties to meet 
at Redftone old Fort, to confider and give advice iiow 
they {houid proceed with refped to the excife law ; on 
bearing of the intended meeting, refledting on the 
chagrin which prevailed m liic mirido ofihe people 
on account of the fo unexpected introduction of a 
fyltem which they fo much abhorred* and knowing< 
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the violent cppofiiion that bad bccft given to the ck- 
ecution of the ftate cxcifc law in foine patts of tlic 
country, I was confidcrabiy alarmed, left that if only 
ftxch people attended the meeting, lliat were moll 
violentiy oppofed to the excite law, ineafuies uwU- 
vourable to the peace of tlie country" ir.ight be promo- 
ted. Therefore, though no coire(pondcnce had taken 
place between ihofe who promoted the meeting, aud the 
people of the county in which I refidc, I deief wined 
to attend it, and to take fome difcrcet men wilh me. ' I 
never yet knew who Hr it promoted the mecrlng, bur the 
defign was lawful and proper, it was to conduct meaiures 
for petitioning Congrefs in order toqaiet the mimlsof 
the people. Three men accompanied me to ihe.iiieetSli^ 
viz. John Moore, then judge ot the courtof Wellmore- 
bnd, colonel John Shields and captain Samuel IVbin^ 
head. I mention their mmes, bccaufe they hafve alway$ 
beenrefpeclabie for Iheir love of order, and for fnppor. 
t?ng the government and the laws. It being the har- 
x ell leafon, the meeting was not numerous, theare were 
few from a great dif-ance; aad no kind of difordeil 
were attempted. After the meeting was opened, and 
the bardftips, that would refult from the excife law, 
explained in fome addreffes to the chair, I ohlervcd^ 
that though the principles of the excife law, and th«f 
local oppreflive effecls it would have on the weUern 
counties, were developed, yet the conftitutional power 
of Congrefs to levy it was not fufficiently explained. 
This induced me to addrefs the chair in a difcouxfeof 
feme length, tn which I firft aOerted and explained the 
conditutional authority of Congrefs to levy excil«f, 
Aftd laid, that they themfelves had acknowledged that 
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tight, by adopting the government, eteAing repr«- 

ienuuives to it, and having Uie flatc officers fworn t6 
iupport it. I next proceeded to (hew the bad e^fedls 
of violent oppoiition to it, and eiideavourisd to coo- 
vincethem, that the only choice they had, was either 
to pay tlie lax< or otherwife to refrain from ftilling, and 
fuggeded that to refrain from iliiliiig altogether, - ivaii 
k much mote tdlerable evil than sfhy mode of aAual 
oppoikion, and that in jhe mean time, it was their duty 
to lay their grievances before Congrefs by petition, 
but that as petitioning itfeif vrki aii acknowledgment 
of the authority of govertiment, in the cafe refpeiRin^ 
which they addreiied it, petitioning was iherciore in- 
confident with oppofition. I concluded by pointing out 
the evils in the excife hw and the hardfliips peculiar 
to their local fitnation, to which their petitions fhould 
apply, and took particular care not to ihvite them to 
cxpeA an immediate repeal^* biit eiicoUniged them td 
look for relief to be obtained by a revifion of it, as I 
knew it could never be executed till it was revifed, and 
informed them, that in its pre&nt i^ie^ it was imprac-^ 
ticable« 

1 appeared to be heard with attention, at leafl therd 
itras no appearance of the contrary. I was informed 
however^ when 1 lat down, that one mstn- during the 
early part of the difcourfe, floWly lifted u|>his ftaff to a' 
ftriking pofitidti, and the obferver was prepared to pre- 
vent the ftroke« by feiziiig the ftaif, but when I camei 
to point out the grounds to which the petitions Ihotild' 
apply, the ftafF was let down again, without being ex« 
eicifed* I expededa petition bad been prepared ta , 
W Qffi:)ced at the meeting, but it was not. * (See qhap. 
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III.) No argument was offered in my hearing, nor ob- 
ibrvacion made that was calculated to encourage tiotous 
oppoiition to the law. 

This was the only popular meeting, either refped- 
ing the excife or any other law, that ever I attended 
oraddrelfed in the weftern counties, until after the in- 
iiuiedioa lock place, and I did nothing in the meeting 
excegt making the difcourfe X have meutianed; my 
avowed intention of attendingit, was to pay the waged 
of the militia, that had ferved on general Harmer's 
campaign, many of whom re tided inthatpaitof the 
country, and attended at the meeting. 

In about two weeks after this meeting, I had to 
attend a lellion of Ailtmbly at Philadelphia, and did 
not return till the week before the eledlion, at which 
\ was chofen to ret>refent the Hate in the fecond Con* 
grefs* At the county courts, which fat the week prece^ 
ding the week of the election, fhere iippcared a pub- 
lication in the Pittsburgh gazette, charging me with 
being one oiF the authors aiid promoters of excifes; If 
was alfo fent to the eledion diftridls. There was no 
time left for me to reply to it, if J had been fo difpo- 
fed; it did not however prevent niy being eleifled by 
a large majority, though it no doubt made that miijority 
lefs. The candidate oppofed to me, was a member of 
the Pittfburgh meethig, which in 1 791, prepared a pe-» 
tit ion to Congrefs lefpeding the e^tcife law, and pub- 
iiihed fome indifcreet refoftitioWS againft feveral other 
meafures of government. (See chapter II.) The 
pierfpn who .W39 the candidate oppofed to me at th^ 
cleiflion, had been a uniform federalift alid hev^r that 
I knew of difcovered any difapprobatioilK the excife 
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Jaw, before he was a member of ihe Pittfburgh mcf ting. 
I cenfured ihe reioiutions freely, botluo thegeuiienian 
towhomi havf»aUuded«andto fucboth^rxDembersofthat 
meettcig as I had an opportunity of feeing. Iwasathome^ 
vvhanthe meetingvvas heldat Pittfburgh, la Augufl X792, 
and was requeued by general Wilkin of Pittfburgh to 
6e at Pittfburgh, at the time of it, not as a member^ 
but to have an opportunity of giving my advice againft 
intemperate reioiutions, if any fuch il.ould be ptiiered. 
i declined attending and gave liim fuch reafons for 
doing fo, as fatisfied him afterwards^ if not at the 
lime. I had always thought it improper for a meeting 
fronvened tor the e^preis purpofe of preparing a peti^ 
tion or megio^ial to goverpment, to avail themfelves 
of that opportunity to cenfure the meafiire^ of govern- 
'ment* My fenti|iients on this Subject }f!tifQ weii knowt} 
to my friends. Mr. jPrackenridge in pagie ^St, anil 
feme other places, of his incidents, feemsto overrate tK^ 
unpopularity that was attached to perfons who advoca^ 
ted iubmiliion to the execution of the excife law; it 
was not made a (eft of character, to my knowledge, to 
the degree he mentions. I knew of no men preferred 
at eie.: lions, for fbe Uate ie^iflature, or any other purr 
pofe, for pppofing it, either by wofd or deed, at the 
eledions in which I was concerned. The rooft popu- 
lar official characters in Wellmoreiand county, judgej^ 
and others, were knowu tpbe in favour of the execu- 
tion of it. In Fayette county, James Findl^y was. 
known to be an advocate for fubmiflion to the excife 
tax, yet be was an afibcidte judge, a fenator and a^am a 
]Lid|ei it fuited his convenience; few indeed, hoyi^ 
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ever, advocated the principles of ibe law icfelf, and 
that will always be the cafe; but many uifed arguments 

in abateniciic of the hardihips arifing from its operati- 
on. However, I do no^ difpute the truth of Mr, 
BiackenHfige's remarkSt with refpedi to what fell under 
iu8 own obfervatton, and h'i^ bdbk for the moil part, 
treats oiiiy of fuch things^ as did fall under his imme- 
diate obfervatioD. 

The infpe^br's houfe, wijlh the attackon jvhich th^ 
infurrcction commenced, is laid to be about eighp 

• miles fouth .weft of Pittfburgh, I live above iorty 
miles north eail of it^ confequentl^, near fifty miles 
diftanL I never have been in the part of the country 
where it lays, nor had I ever been in the fettiement, 
where the infurredion is believed to iiave originated, 
until laft fummdr, that having opcaliqn to go to Waih- 
ington, I took the road wl i i pafTes through Mingo Cree|[ 

' fettlement, when I planned to lodge a night at the 
houfe where general Whiie^ave fuch a difplay of his 

. total want of tde feelings of humanity. I was a per* 
ifedl ftranger to the road and to the inhabitants. J had 
lieard indeed of a number of 4e<^ept refpedable peo* 
pie living in that fettlement, and I being fo much in 
public life, thev had no doubt heard of me, but not 
one of the citizens in that fettlement, ever had a cor- 

" refpondence with me even by letter. None of the 
inhabitants ever happened to be members of the pub* 
lie bodies where I was employed. 

Yet the fecretary * and his emiifaries have not 
icrupled to aflert, that I was the author of the infixr* 
re(5\ion,. that I fet it a going, but had cunning enough, 
to kfep m) felf cleai', and many other fuch maiiciou^ 
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and totally unfounded affertions- Smilic and Gallatifi 
^cxQ ufually conneded with me in the charge of pror 
tooting the infiirredion, and j^i^ain^ to overtum th$ 
|o\rernment, &c. 

I did not hear of the mafChal coming up to fervir 
the procedes, nor was I informed circumitantially of 
the atucks on the infpeAor's houfe till after the Brad-^ 
(Jock's field rendezvous, viz. near two weeks after the 
infpedor's houfe was burned, my firll corred informa* 
tion of (be isulinefs was received from a young roan sa 
the ueighboarliood, who had been on a vifit to fee 
relations in WaQiington county, and bad fpr cu- 
riofuy attended at the Min^o Creek mieeting and at 
Bradcfock's fieid. He called at my houfe in the mor- 
ping to tell me the news, and inronned me very 
circumftafitially refpecling ail the meafures, and par- 
ticularly of Bradford's fpeecfa at Mingo Creek meedng, 
and his fubfequent conduvfl in procuring the mail Co 
ije roDbed, promocing the rendezvous, &.c. and of the 
agitation among the people and their confidence in 
Bradford, kCf "" l bad feme days before feen the adver- 
tifement of the meeting intended to be held at Parki- 
ifon's ferry* and of th§ mail having been robbed, and 
bad gone to Greenfburgh to enquire what the meet- 
ing was intended for, and from what fource the ap- 
pointment came. I there got an indidind account of 
the burning of the infpetflor's houfe, but no further ia- 
jforroation about the meeting, but in confultation with 
with my friends there we agreed not to take any notice 
of the meeting, and i advii'ed my neighbours to the 
fame cotirfe, but on receiving circumdantial intbrma^ 
ticn from ti>e young man, and learning that the out- 
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rages wtc pccafioncd by the imrQial ferving writs, 

and being fiiither infomed by him that it was hi^^hiy 
dapj^jious for me, or any other perfon, to enfur^^ 
Bradford's meafares I was agitated with fuch a niixtiire 
jof grief and anger, that I fpoke of their condu<£l with' 
fjLD^Ufird^d figvcrity. lie urged me m vain to bet 
icautiouPi fuggefting diat if my language came to be 
knovvii it would bring n^e into troub|e; though I l^new 
l^e was njy friend I paid no refped\ to his advice, and 
Scarcely took It ix} good part, fill in leis than an hpur 
gfcer, - one of the country commiffioners called tp in* 
form Rie of the alarming news, ilealfo atlvifed ine 
jtQ fpeak oi it more cautiouily, left I £hould come to 
lroiible« svid told me that ii party were gone that day 
from tUe fouth of Weftmoreland to attack Wells, the 
CoUeclor of cxcife, at his houfe in Fayette coijnty. | 
{etroed through auother chantiel that threatehitig letr 
lers were fetit to the next i ownfliip to the one in which 
Jllived, in order to excite a party to pay an unfriendly 
vi&t to Webller the collector of Bedford county. It 
. 18 tafier to ioiagine than defcrib^ my fenfatiotu oq 
leceiving fuch alarming information, in fuch rapid 
(ucceffion. After 9onipoUng my laind in order to 
refolvft with the greater cooluefs what was bed to 
done, I concluded that the only pradicable method 
^o Uop the progrefs of anarchy and outrage was to pro- 
cure'as many difcreet perfons a^ poQjble to attend sn^ 
4elegates at the Parkifoii's meeting. As fopn as my 
mind was made up to this purpofe, I went to the nea-^ 
lett tavern on the grea: road, and ieut for Mr. Todq^ 
one of the judges of the court, to meet me, in order to 
copfalt what was beft tp be done. We agreed iq, hold 
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an eled>ion for delegates, and tor this purpole tcf 
warn the people, andtoperfuade dlfcreet perions to 
accept of the appointments While I was at the tavern 
%melTl^ge came to my houfe from general Jack at 
Greenfburgh, reco'n mending the very piau i was pur- 
fuing. It is remarkable that the fame meaffire wdcSf . 
ibggerted by the urgency of the occafion in Payettfe 
and Well more land, and at Pittlburgh^ wilhoiU any cor- 
refpondence between the people of thefe differeat 
counties (See Chap« IX.) 

Befides the delegates, I adviftd the judges and 
other difcreet citizens to attend and mix with the peo- 
ple, alleging that every one of tliem might find fome 
than toconverfe with, who might take their advice ot 
be bettered by their iriformation, and I went niyfelf 
With the fame delign. It was with this view that gene^ 
ral Jack, judge Beard, and other refpedlabie andi 
inrtuential citizens attended at Parkifon's Ferry meet* 
ing. While I was there, and before the meeting 
bad proceeded far in its bufinefs« I received a letter 
by exprefs from the conimiflTioners, who had come in 
great halie as far as Greenfburgh. In the letter they 
informed me that they had fent forward an exprefs to 
go to my boufe, bu( were glad to find that I was gone 
to the meeting to promote the very obje(f\ for which 
lliey were fcnt by the Preiident, viz* to reilore order. 
They explained the nature of their miffion in their 
letter to me, but informed me that the fuccefs of it 
mull depend on meeting wiih eorrelpoudent femi- 
mutsit iii the people, and requeued > me to inform 
the tiie«ing of their arrival, and to endeavouf to have 
arrangements ihade iot opening a cgrreipondence^ 
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between them and the meeting, but not to reatl iheif 
letter to me, to the meeting. (Sec Chap. IX.) 

In fliori* I attended at every meeting that was held 
for the purpofc of relloring order, except the iecond 
meeting at Farkilon's Ferry, which was convened togive 
aflurances that order was already re{l6red, and I alfo 
attended at different worfliiping congregations, at the 
court, and at every place where I could gci ai. oppor- 
tunity to converie with the people ; and where I 
thought it coiild be ufefui I addreiied them in a pub^ 
lie manner. In the moft critical (ituationa, I neither 
temporized nor concealed my fentimehts. This wa« 
indeed a sew fcenc tome, for I never bad been accul- 
tomedto addirefs popular meetings* I alfo travelled into 
different places of the vimuui y, in order to ftir up fuch 
as 1 thought were capable oi inftruding their neigh- 
bourSf and to afiiit them with the bed reafoiM and mofi 
powerful arguments that t could fugged ; and feveral 
applied to me of their own accord, to aflift thera with 
fuch information and arguments as I theught could be 
tifeful. ' Indeed^ from the time I engaged in the bufi-* 
nefs, which was as early -d^ 1 had opportunity,- I took 
no reft, either to body or mind, and fu tie red much 
grief and venation on account of the diftteis and folly 
of a number of people with whofe fituation and anxie- 
ty of mind I iincerely fympaihized, while many o( 
them weie offended at the part I took, and treated my 
advices with contempt, and my aiTertions for foroe 
time with difcredit^ but I was always fuppoi ted and 
encouraged by citizens, who had in fettled times the 
greateft credit for underftanding and patriotiiku 
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Tliip w^ole of my conduA y^as, ftated and proved to 
the fecretaiy in flronger terms ihati thofe in which I 

5 have reiaLcd it, by men of the molt relpc<flable charac- 
ter^ who wese not only eye and car witnelTes to much 

.of it« but vho were fellow labourers with me, in pio- 
moting the reftoration of order and Tubmiffion to the 

laws, and who alio tellified to the uniformity of ray 
£ondud asd ienumems both beioxe and after the ip- 
i fttrredion* 

But the/ecretary had more early and unequivocal 
proofs within his own knowledge of my endeavours to 
, have the excife law well executed as long as it conti- 
^ nued unrepealed. Early in the winter of 1792, I 
wrote a letter to the Prelidtnii, at the inflance of go- 
, vernor Mihiin, and iome time after anotlier at the in- 

• (lance of the Attorney General of the United States, 
and the attorney of the diftrift of Fennfylvania, re- 
la:ing to the cafe of Beer and Kerr, both of which I 

. had rcalon to believe were given to the lecretary; in 
. thefe letters I gave my opinion that if fpectal feflions 

of the court were held in the country, the courts would 
. be proteitedandconipetent juries found to confirm this 

opinion* I ilated in fubftance, that the Hate courts had 

• never been infuited, nor the want of good juries com- 
plained of in cafes arifing under the ftate excife law, 
pr other cafes equally obnoxious, and at the fame time 
fuggefled, that carryipg people all the way to Philadel« 
phia, was fo obnoxious, that doing it might be attended 

. with diihcuky, if not with rifk, and would render wit- 
nelTes more difficult to procure } that fuppofing the 
perfims charged to be innocent^ as I was confident 

L 1 . 
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thofe in queftlon were, the taking them to ar ^iftatieer . 
for trial, wcfatd be the more unpopular. 

, In the preceding felTion, when I knew the fecretary wa^ • 
preparing a report for ibe revifibn of the exciic law, 
I by letter* reqneiled zdonvtrhiitm vt^kh him-on the 
fubje<St. In theconfeqaent interview, I informed hiniv 
that though I difapproved of the excifc law, I was 
fenfible it could not De releafed from the appropriation 
until we icouid fupply its place with another tax, which 
I knew Congrefs was not then difpofed to do, that 
therefore I wilhed by all mea-ns to give it a fair trial 
and have it promptly executed, and mentioned my ap<- 
prehenfioii of bad confeqifences to the governmedt, 
if the execution of it was trifled with, becaufe that 
the credit and authority of the government were 
equally pledged for the exectitioR of all its laws, fo that 
if one Jaw was impra^icable or oppofed witlrfbccefs, 
the authoritv of other laws would be alfo difrcgarded, 
and the number and magnitude of. crimes would be 
encreafed by impunity. I recommended feveral al- 
terations^ which I thought would render the execution 
of the excife law more practicable; among thofe, were 
lowering the tax, at lead till the people were bettier 
teconciled to the execution of the law, amd el^abliOiing . 
fellions of the couri in the country. On ihis iail I 
laid great weight, and lamented, that competent aa- . 
tboiity had not been vefied iu the ftate courts for that 

' purpofe. ... 

When the report was made, lew of fuch amend- 
ments were propofed as I had advifed, lome of them • 
I endeavoured to introducis in the houfe,* and fuc- 
ceeded iu far as to h^ve the tax made one ceni lower 
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|d|aiiche fecretaiy reported, but tbis did not equalize 
it with the tlx on other fpirits, in proportion to the 
ihen felling prices in the market ; much iefs did ii 
aofwer the political purpofe of reconciling ibe people 
Mf h. 

It had become cuftomary, for the members to read 
Ihe leafoning with which the fecretary always acconi« 
patiied his reports, as arguments on the floor, to which 
I had been always oppoicd; bui on thisoccafion, lop^ 
pofed the pradice with more than ufual warmth and 
perfeverance, rifing more frequently than I had ever 
done in the committee of the whole, to declare it out 
of order, &c. and alFerting, that the members exclu- 
ftvely were cntrufted to give information of the {late 
of the country for the purpofes of taxation, and that 
the information given by the individual members, 
formed that aggregate of local knowledge, which ought 
to guide the difcretion of the houfe, in accommoda-? 
ting the laws to the circumftances of the citizens, and 
that the information received from the fecretary's 
clofet, being coUe^ed from revenue officers, or other 
agents who were not publicly refponfible for the infor- 
mation they gave, and who frequently were interefted 
in giving it wrong, and the fecreiary himfeif not being 
GonHitotionally qualified, nor refponhble for it, I con« 
fidered it as no authority for our condud^, and impro- 
per to be uied for that purpofe. I do not remember, 
that his r^poru have been made ufe of on the floor, 
btherwife than for infonnation refpe^ling official 
llatements, fmce that time, but the oppoUiion com- 
menOKi on this occafion was perfevered in, till it wa^ 
l^all^ i^c^cfsful, aud until th^'houC? r^fug^cd tfe^ ^^r^ 



ft I STORY or THB 



etcife of oragiontiDg^Tev^n^ fyRwf. Thp iiMr^ 
had in this, andfomft cenfufes I pafled in ttib bo^ft. 
oil fonie fyitsiM origiiiafttd by the f€^^ no dqaj^t 
rendered me obaoxious lo bim, and the ncvrt fo nn 

the public mind teilified in favour of this change, at} 
the next election, but more decidedly^ the election 
which took pbjse in Pepnfybafua, yftiviom to hit zif^r 
rival in the weftern country. This account* for Wir 
being fo outrageoufly offended at Gallatin and myfelf 
being eleded into Congrefs, and ha ^yod his i^riend| 
general White making fuch malicious ^ertions, aof^ 
afferting fuch mean falfehoods, to deftroy my popula-^ 
rity, as they expreil^d it. A mighty objed indeed)^ 
for the man wl^p affumed hadafcr^hffl^OihipBi by hi^, 
friends, the honour of guiding the halm of ftatet bof||« 
in as legiilative and executive mcaiures 1 It ciilo ac- 
counts for his ofEcious Qudeavours to influence. 
Virginia uiiiitia« relpediiig tb^ ele^ipn t^en depeiHi 
ding in that flate { but it is beyond my purpofe to 
give- a.ftatenient of his exertions in that buimefs. ) 

Qnp charge wiiich he iiieniioned with great fenfv-, 
bility apd re(entm^nt« was, that I had wroceapampbletv. 
called *' thirteen letters," which he faid, contained lies 
oa him; but he has neither proved to be the authoc 
of that pamphlet, nor pointed out any ^rticular lie k 
contained*' Writing is not my profcflion# nor ham 
I ever engaged largely in it» noi pnbliihed a taliehood 
to my knowledge- I never have in my lite pubiifhed 
a fentenc^ that I wo^ld deny being (h^ author oip, H 
decently called upon, nor did I. ever give a piece to 
a pi inter anoninioully, or dired hirn to conceal raf 
pame. iiowever, if .(1:^ ii^cretary will 99k]2Qwiedtt 
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jb|)nfetf to be ifae^uchor, if ctmc of* • great variety of 
pieces* which have by public opinion, been aferibed 
tofaim, I wiii make a full ackaowledgment or all I 
crrer pu^litbed; tbele, it is true, will be M in num^ 
her, but they will difcover that I have been confifteof ' 
in niy principles. I am raiUaken, if on examining! 
the numerous productions afcribed ^ him, the author 
Utigbt pQt be quoted in oppofition t^ bimfelf^ and if. 
fame of the moft valuable chw6ler$ in the Unit«| 
States would not appear to have been traduced by his 
pen« If I were explicitly to deny a charge made; 
in this w^y, he might charge me in the fame manner 
with writing Catullus, Manachunten'is, ihe llatc of par- 
ties, Manlius, he. &c. and ihc'jgi} 1 would acknowledge' 
th$y conttinod nntnitha, I coaid not eafily prove that 
I had not wiptethenj, for I have fpreadfome of them' 
all, though the fecretary or louie of his friends know 
bed their ^nthors. To fatisfy other citizens, however, 
I will afiere, that I have not for feveral years publiflied 
a line in the PUtibuigh gazette orany other neufpaper, 
eitcept in the fpting previous to the infurredicn, when 
I fent up to the editor of the Pitt£burgh gazette, a 
corred account of tlic levciiuL: iaws that had been 
fsnaded tiiat ieihon, in order to counteract the falfe re- 
peita, that I b^d been informed were circulated con- 
cerning tbim. 

.* The fecretary was miftaken with refped to the 
finread of the thirteen letters, which he laid, had 
been read by every old woman in the wedern country* 
J have lince been pai ticular in exaaiining^and can dif* 
cover but a few of them to have been Ipread in thq 
Mfiernfuivey, preyiotis to the ipfurredion* I faeai4, 
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pf biit one in the town or county of WaCbiogton; there 
sbight have been more; bat after die fecretary had dUl- 

covered fo much refentmcnt againfl that pamphlet, all 
that could be procured of them were diipeiiod, and 
tibatever doubts might have been «ntettahied of th^ 
truth of the fa^s fuggefted in them, the fecretary's af- 
ferting that they contained falfehoods without particu- 
larizing any of them, ha« been confidered as a con* 
firmation of the truth of the whole they contained. 
I had put fome of them into the hnnds of my friends, 
as I do of ail political publications, and more of cheoi 
{ believe were in the north of Weftmoreland, than in 
all the vireftern counties befides, and I have not dif- 
covered that any pcrfon who read them, engaged in 
the infurredion : there was not one of them knOwn 
to be in Mingo creek fettlemetit. They ap|^ar chiefly 
to contain a ftaieineuc of facls, from wliich inferences 
are drawn* If but a few of the leading fads wer^s 
proved to be falfe, others would be difcredited and 
the inferences would fall of coiirfe. This would be a 
more eafy and honorable method, than holding an in- 
quifuion* ^t the head of an army. 

An apology is ncceflary to the reader for engaging 
his aiteation lo long about what relates to niyfelf. I 
would not have done it merely on the account of Alex- 
ander Hamilton and VViliiaiTi Findley, but a head of 
ilic fin.inciering dc pnrlmeiit, an infiuential member of 
the cabinet, who not only conduded his department 
in fiicb a manner as to render a powerful maiitary ex- 
pedition neceffary, and moft probably with a view 
to promcle that event, and who in that expedition was 

underftcod to influence its movemept^ jio4 to ^ii^ 
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Uhd affume the cxercife of the judiciary a uthority» 
tiiritfaout being attached to th^ expedition in any known 
and Tefponfible charad^er, and \pbo, thus armed with 
the exercife of niiiitary avithorirvi attempted tociiaOife 
the people in one ilate for eledidg fuch perfons as he 
difapprov^d of, and to iiifldehce iht eledions of ano^ 
ther , is a conlideracion of u^oxll impcriance to the ci-* 
tizeas, and the knowledge oi it may have greater in* 
fluence on the future meafur^s of the e^cecutive depart-^ 
ment, than merely conlidered as relating to Alexander 
Hamilton as a citizen. s W hat refpecls my felf is of no 
othetimpottance to the public^ than that as a Renre^^ 
Tentative of the people, and on account of my politi- 
cal principles and conduct. I uus marked out a vic- 
tim of minidcriai vengearxc- Ail the fecreiary's exer- 
tiotis could have no etfed on the opinion of the citi-* 
zens with whom I enjoy intimate fociety, and as all 
tny ambition is to fpead the remainder of my days in 
' a comfortable retirement in the bofom of my family 
and friends, when I ceafe to reprefent themina public 
capacity, this I can enjoy without having it iiiipaired 
by Mr« Hamilton's virulence. 1 hankful indeed I am« 
that though no government can prevent a man of fu- 
perior talents, dangerous principles, and ma.'evolent 
temper, from being armed at times with a daageroua 
portion of public power, yet fuch are our government 
and laws that fuch men are reftraiaed from gratifying, 
though not frooidifcovering, what they would do if they 
had power« 

After an inquifition accompanied with the moH if- 
legal inducements to promote dilcovcry, and nolwith- 
fianding the iecretary's repeated aileverations to ike 
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witneiTeathat be was already pofTeiTed of proo/s of cfl- 

mnality againfc Smilie, Gallatin, and me, no tefti- 
mony was lound even to lay a foundation for fufpicion. 
The ficuations in which we livedo and the conduct pf 
the people around U9, forbid fufpicion of either combU 
naiion among oarfeives or connedion with the infur- 
gencs; living 45 we do near 30 miles from each other, 
we have liuie or no correfpondence but when we neef 
in PhiladL.ipiiia, and ] eliding from thirty to hfcy miles 
.from the feat of the infurredlicn, and having no con- 
nection or correfpondence in that part of the country, 
nor perfonal acquaintance with the citizens refiding in 
the fettlement where the outrages commenced, vvefead 
no opportunicy of influeficing them either for or againit 
the excife law, nor of knowing that thefe citizens were 
m:r£ determined in their oppoUlioii to it than others, 
nor did ue know of the exilience of the Mingo creek 
adbciation which is fuppofed to have produced the in- 
furreiflion, till we were informed of it afterwatds« 
Though the heat andinii immation fpreadinlothc coun- 
ties in which we are reiident, during the progrefs of 
the diforders, yet no jferfon from either of thefe coun- 
ties had any part in originating tlie inUareclion, nor 
did the ofhciai certificate from judge Wiifon, nor the 
proclamation of the Preiident bottomed on that cer* 
tificate, fuggefl: that an infurredion exifted in thefe 
counties, but confined it exprefsly to the cpunties of 
WaQilngton and Allegany. It is alfo known that 
though the whole people of the county of Fayette re* 
filled to iign the amneily, and though a great propor- 
tion of the people of Weilmoreland declined figning it, 
or varied the form of the^airuranct$f yet only tbnie 
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^erfoos were- fought aftet or taken prifond^ txortl 

ihefe two counties. Againll two of theieno bills were 
, found, and thj ihird» -whofc chara<aer and fate is de-* 
icribed in page 211, was a perfon of whom I had not 
^he moft diftant knowledge ^ though he reflicd In the 
fiime county about twenty milts diliant. Sinilie and 
Gallatin living in Fayette county, df courfe did not fign 
the amnedy^ and for parricalar reafons they would not 
liave done it even if it had been produced to them for 
that purpofe. I did not iign it on the day appointed 
myielf, though I had laboured to, pfromote thie iigning 
oiF it by others. I thought it tnoft confident with the 
flation v/hich I occupied and the part I a^fled, to put 
it out ot the power of any peribn to fay, that I had 
fiened the amnefty to avoid a fcrutiny of my condud4 
That fcrutiny has been made by an artful^ a difeerning^ 
- And revengeful enemy, and not even the fern biance of 
exciting oppodtion to the execution Of the laW| or of 
enmity to the government, or of endeavouring to em-^ 
Lai rais iis meafures, or even of the crime ot ticating 
an excife officer unpoiiteiy, has been difcovered. In-* 
deed I treated the infpedor •.th the fame attentioti 
that rhad done formerly^ and Mr. Wells« the coiledlor^ 
with greater attention iIjjii I liad ever formerly done» 
i never heard him complained of for illegal feizurea 
or other a^s of oppreflton, my onljr complaint againft 
him was want of deciiion and addrefs in the execution 
of the law. Nor was there any tePamony found againlt 
Meifrs* Smilie and Gallatin, but much was teftified in 
their favour. It was known and teftified that I had 
dilcountenanced the meetings thai denounced the ex- 
gife aw aud the othc^is under it, and that I cen(ujed 
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the refolves as indifcreet and Impolitic ; tliat in (hott 1 
had diicountcaanced every mealure except petit ioningi 
and that I encouraged this as a diredl acknowledgement 
of the authority of the government, and as a means of 
turning the attention of the people to it as the only 
lavvi 111 and practicable iburce of relief* 

Though 1 had never heard any perlbn advocate a 
riotous oppofuion to the excife law, yet I was always 
watchful to reprove any exprefiions that I thought lean- 
ed that way, and tadeicrihe the dangerous effed^s that 
encouragi ng them would' have on fociety. Often have 
1 laid on kicb occailons, that to couiUenance riots 
again n t)ie execution of any law, was like throwing the 
Is^idleon a wld horie'a neek, of whom, when he was le^ 
Inofe, there was no telUng whatcourfe he would take,! 
pr where he would Hop, and fuggefled that even liberty 
eserciied without a fubordination to rule would foon 
become^allied totheworftpaf&ons^and produce the moft 
arbitrary and ruinous efleds, fucli lentimenLs as liiefe 
were frequently ini reduced in conyerfation and in my 
letters. to my friends, and 1 can appeal to all who had 
an opportunity of know fiig, to teftify if I ev^ fpoke, 
^Ote, or acted contrary to thefe fentiraents. 

Perhaps it will be replied that I wrote a letter to. 
Mn Petrikin at Carlifle during the time; of the infur* 
Teclion, and that as he was charged with promoting fe- 
dition, my letter to him rauft have been of a feditioiis 
nature* This .concluiion was induilrioufly promoted 
fome, but certainly a knowledge of my condlud ref^ 
ped ug the infurrecl ion would bive juilified another 
CQOciulioo; bowevei I wiUinieittl^ letter, and leave 
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the otigihal with the priritet, but firft I will ftdte the 
circuQiltaocefi in which it was written. ' 

evening Of the ift of September 1794% 
wlieti I had juft returned from the Redftone meeting* 
land was full of anxiety on account of the difpofition 
evidenced there which occafioned the mifcarriage of 
the 4efigo of that meeting, ^nd the uncertainty of 
^hat might be the c\ cnt, a friend who was going over 
the mouotainsto Greencaill^ and CaiiiOe oiiered to 
Wif letters to my relations; I wrote letters to two of 
my brothers-in-law, the one near Greenc^Hrle, and 
the other near Carlifle, viz. John Coughran and 
Joff ph Juokin, both known to be well difpofe^ 
f^n&Ae men. Btfore I went tct bed I received a let«« 
tier from Mn Petrikin of Carltfle, the purport of 
which was to inform me of a county meeting to ber 
held flic Carlifli^, ai|d though he did not explain ther 
kitention of the meeting, yet I fufped^ed that it mightf 
goiEbiy be his intention to diffuade the militia, from 
obeying the OT4er8 of the Prefident, and though I 
hdpedtb^fe would npt -be a neceflTuy for the militia 
to march, yet I knew that reports oUheir refufing to 
march, or appearing to join the infurgents, woiiid 
tend to defeat odr endeavours to reflotr^ ord^r^ Un« 
der this impreilion I immcdiateiy wrote an aniwci lo 
Betrikm's letter- Under the lame inipreiiions aa4 
with the fam^ views I w«>Qld have written to ^nf 
p^rfon exifting, if there had been the iame profpeA of 
doing good, or preventing mifchief. The only 
4readi had in writing- it was« that the cont^^ts of the • 
iettet might fomewfty or other find their way to the 
infurgenis, audlubit^^ai^ 19 Uctiblf irpm th^m, Und^r 
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this impreffion I oniitted the names of thofe wli9 
promoted the diiorders which tiie leiter defcribes, 
and gave ho advice^ but confined myfelf to giving a 

jrelation of the Hale of things with us. The delcrip^ 
U?n which I gave, I tbo ight might have a happy 
eliedl in pre\*enting the citi2eas of Cumterland coon' 
ty from doing any thing in imitation of the rioters, or 
that would encourage them« However, as things took a 
more favourable turn with us« the cements of the letter 
could not have found their way back in time to do 
me any harm, for though the impreihon of terror 
was the greateft at the Redftone meoting cf any in- 
llance that had fell under my iiy^mediate obfervatioo^ 
it was the laft exertion made by thofe who di^eded the 
robbing of the mail, and the expuUlpn of tiiofe who 
wrote letters ; my letter to Mr. Petrikin indeed wa$ 
haftiiy wrote and rudely digeded. However as much 
has been faid about it, I fli;iU take the iibei t}' of infer* 

fins i^! 

September 1794* 

» 

M Dear Sir, 

*^ Yours of the 26th ult. I have j 'id received, and 
as a bearer darts early in the morning, though it is now 
Ij^e, I {hall acknowledge the receipt of it before I deep. 
Our riotous oppofition totheexcife law has gone the 

lengih of expelling the excife officers trom ibis diilricl, 
but not without flagrant inltances of outrage and difor- 
^er. Several of thofe who took a lead.in this buiinefs 
}:ad been jsarly friends to liberty, the fnoft adive of. 
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them were warm federalifts. The didike to the excife 

law is general, but the leaders of the confufion do 
not now flop at this, for feme who have been zealous 
friends to the federal governioekit now declaim in fa* 
vour of total difunion and independence. Such is too 
generally the ccnduL^ of unprincipled men, evenagood 
caufe would be injured by receiving lupport from fuch 
Though on proper occa&ons I have endeavoured to 
inform rhe public mind fo as to promote a rc{>ea! of 
the excafe law, or more eflential ainendments, yet I 
was always watchful againft riots or any thing that 
might tend to promote any unconflitutional exertions* 
• When we bad recourfe to thcfe in the late revolution, 
the object to which ibey were to lead the way was of 
the greaieft importance, and the exertions were con- 
duced with prudence and fyflem. The difturhances' 
with us commenced by accident and have been con-' 
dudled with diforder and extravagance, the general 
didike to the law had indeed rendered the citizens in ' 
fome places Ico unceptible of iirkaliuii aiici too much 
difpofed to commit outrages. 

" However ft meeting of from two to five delegates 
from cadi townlhip were met to confider of the beft 
means of reilcring peace and order, when the com- 
niiffioners arrived from Philadelphia, avowedly for the: 
fame purpofe. Their arrival and errand was announ^ 

« Wh«n Bradfoid dcclilmed in favour of war and independetice ti RedftoM, I . 
fufpea^ that he wat eiicquiajed bf others.. It apr^ears however I wa« miflakeOt 
Ibrad!f|io6tionof ihatldnd hasnoi teen tiaced fnither than thai declamation, which 
WW probably the ravings of the momciir. The diflnftarce? wcie not iimu:iig*o« 
M«d by fuch as had been di^ippoUiied of otBces as I hau ]^^u lU^^ miotmcd. 
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eed to the me0tiu( by me, dnd had a good effed upoA 
their deliberfttioQc, but the prociamation and the of^- 

dc\s to the militia aiTi\ cd next morning and produ- 
ced a contrary effecl, and excited a highdegree of irri'*' 
fatton among thofe charadlers that were moil ipfim* 
matory. I mufl acknowledge thtt the commiffionerf 
Jo not ofler termb with exceptions of perlons or by 
hs^lvts , as the BritiCh did at the late revolution. They 
propoie a full indemnity to all offenders, and for all 
offences, and a remittance of the exciie tor the time 
patl, and alio coadilionaiiy to lefraiairoisp calling the 
people out of the counties for trial, on condition pf a 
promifed fubmiflion to the laws. This is indeed all 
the Preiident could doon his part, and it is neceliary 
on the part of the people, even if it had no other ad-, 
vantage than to open the way for petitions to Congrefs 
in Ol der to obtain a repeal of the exciie la w, or lea- 
fonabie amendments. It is alio neceliary on account 
of the diforders and threats of violence of the people 
in oppolition. Two committees have agreed to thcf 
terms with a reference to the approbation of the peo- 
ple, the obuining of which from all the people is 
doubtful ; and there is great dread of internal difbr^ 
ders and violence ; freedom of fpeaking and writing has 
been for iome time fupprelled, but this evU is wor- 
king its own cure, by roufing and uniting the well dif- 
pofed to exert themfelves in relloring order. J am^ (Jc; 

This is the letter, which has been reprefented asfo 
criminalinme, not fomuchon accountof itscontenisai 
of thepcrfonto uriiom it was direded. He has informed 
metisiathe neverread the letter to any perfon, but told 
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fetnefentences out of it perhaps pretty fairly. Idid not 
intend it ^o be kept a fecret. I withdifBculty procured 

it from Mr. PetrLkia, and not till I had lo piOix:iife to 
letnrn it to him, if necetlary for his defence, before he 
would part with it ; through the ba(le in which this 
letter was wrote it is not perfedlly accurate, however 
the liberality of the terms oliered in behalf of the 
Prefideut is fomewhat exaggerated, and the armed 
party appearing at, and overawing tlie Reddooe 
meeting, troin which I had reLurned, omitred with 
defign. I knew liberty poles had been ereclcdat Car* 
lifle, and, though I did not know that WiUIam Fetrikia 
. had any hand in erecting them, yet from what I 
knew of his charader I was afraid he might take a warm 
part at the meeting, and tiierefore ilated the conduct 
of government and of the infurgentsin fuch a manner^ 
as to give him no ground to complaiii of the one, or 
eacouragement to imitate the other, and meaiioned 
tny own diilike to the excife law, to (hew that the out- 
rageous oppofiiion that was made to it was calculated to 
pievcuL and not to promote its repeal. William Petri- 
kin's letter to me contained nothing injurious, apd it 
was the firfl and only letter he had ever wrote to my* 
felf or any other perfoii in the weftern country to niy 
knowledge And nutwithllanding the raifchievous ra- 
pidity with which inflammatory news was fpread through 
the weftern country that fummer, I could not trace it 
h ti ers; but one of that fort was difcovered, and it waa 
not figned by thp author. 

I knew that it was reported in the aroif^ and cir- 
culated even among the members of Congrefs, whc^i 
I took my feat, in November 1794, that I had cor-* 
xefponded with Bradford* and that fach of my letters 
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were ro;ind among his papers, as would prove SttC. 
have been at- the hot om oi the infurredion. It will 
be remembered, that the fecretary od bis return to 
Philadelphia told Captain Diet y, that he had Effi- 
cient proof of my guikinhis pocket. It vas told in 
the city, as a fecret which foon was heard by every, 
body, that proofs were^obtaitied agaiiill Sroilie, Galla- 
tin and myfclf, that we were deeply conceitied in and 
promoted the inlurreciioft. 1 traced fume of thofe 
dories, to fources from which I did Uot expect they 
Would have come, jind I called on the late attorney 
genenil a::d Lhc attorney of [he diitricl, who aflured me 
there was no proof of criminality of any kind againft 
The diikid attorney acknowledged^ however^ 
that at fcrutiny had been m^de, aiid promii^ld i^hen 
hehad lei fare, to feled the places where my name was 
mentiotieJ for my perufal. I then dcfigned, to have 
prbcnredand piibUlhed a dertificate frotn him^ but 
on fecond thoughts declined doing it. I knew the at* 
torney general advocated my conducl ircin what he had 
obferved, and was informed of it when he was com-* 
miifioner in the wefterti counties4 He dnd judge 
Yates had fafficiently expreflcd their confidence in me . 
on their arrival in that comitry, by fending to me tirii^ 
esiplainidgthe objed of th^ir miffion in a confidential 
letter, and employing me to procure the means of cor- 
refponding with the meeting. The lad time I ever 
law the late attorney general, he aflced rae to take a walk 
with him at the Hate honfe, and after confulting me, 
withrefpedtoa fubjedl which he thought of importance 
foe the peace and happineis of Pennfylvania, and par<9 
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iteutarlj the WcSftern cotihtkiB^, be todb iil>»{i|K)r->» 
hmHy of exprelGtig hit di&pprobdtio& tf Che Ubsrtl^ 
())at had been taken with my chara^er, and allured me 
hft'had always been mj idvocace* He had long knowu 
Ml' o«t fltft acquaiitttaiioe was mt the Ctfinp«dt AvM^'i 
m ihe year 1776* * * 

Tht truth is, letters had iicver at any time paffed 
kKtweeo bueabd aby Jperfdti cobcemed in pjoinoiiiif 
tbbiii&iTeatDd% e«eeipi:cek>ntl llbi&^ wbhhim t 

}iad corieiponded feveral tiihe^, but hot for two years 
previous to the infurtedioili except one in anfwer to 
Sifletder refpe^ing Usfoil, thetitefiding ib tb# eityt 
wti^ma ah6iit gbibf iotb a new iitte ^ bufineft. Thercr 
wece few tnen indeed^ in whotn I would have had 
aiore cotifidence^ and none Mgaged ibthe infurredion 
it" irhofo MldbA I was fo aiticb furpt-ifed. I neinet 
fiw Mr* Bradford's band writing, nor 10 my knowledge 
4ii he ever fee mine* ^ 
• I hbvc nte x^iotls Ihrihg hi three of the 
fdHif weftern ^ountiea, and though I huA no opportimltf 
of advifing thofe of them who lived in enfnaring fuu- 
atioQS, yet I had the iatistai^ioa to find, that every one 
of them had been uniformly oppo&d to the diioiden« 
and that no friend^ with whom I had ever been ioti- 
tnate in any of the counties, was concerned in promo« 
ling the diflurbancest except colonel MarfiuU end he 
wuhdrew as foon perhaps as he durft* It might hnre 
been olheiwife, and I not to blame* 

N n 

* It %v2s about the propriety of ConsreCs at Us next fellioo, preparing A previ- 
ous plM foi dividinf fittes £o as to prevent the parts to be feparatcd fnun becoalo 
f^tntnln mtmkvAtt^ tft««0Qtdliteiitil»4MaDa. atUtn«wa,lpn«l6a 
»i JWy ili r rf ifc fciiL ig i Te i Vtm , thiithe'lnfibteaaMilietki wfOtneoMUSM 
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io< office, 99^(4 me, wiUpafipiacfint aas^eiVfiif anythiiig) 
91 all wast fcmndagadiili^^*, I' ^t>fweF@d» th^ tt^l.^ wsal 

I was certain there was nothing to be foundi ag^i^ft.isii^ 

lie theni afked mevif I was fiire that none could be pro- 

iiRie to ^ufpetSV fqch Hi) he 

l>Q means would be left untried to kkjure or ijtiiti mtt4 

zens on his way to PotowHiafif aa4 bwiithis imf^myttft 
lion ift tiw-eUji I, did net iiiip^v%L^,th€v§n.n^q)e; ifct 

ficed in order to injure fnch as had done all in theig 
pd^-er^ iir-d to pF^entand theiii tQ^talif^ tj364ijijurbali- 

. , • ' ' •. / 1 1 

' ' ' » «■ 
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1 HAVE 4«ef|mitly tvanllMad the^ 

iicial report madie by the fecjeiaiy of the tieaiary l<| 
xl»'£refident of the Uaited Smes previous to tjb# 

to it as an authority re£pc<5^ing tiie fietfi eomnttei 
«gainft revenue officers, >iisot haviiag ever lajeard of fe- 
ireral ot tktA riole.tbiougb utif odier ichafiuel'i at ih* 
•inw time, l in p fevg t, I iMTie fuggefldlilMilietaaMNr 
of the report wasdonbM ul, and produced fame ftrikitlj 
4n'(l9nces of miirepce4entation» (See Ciiap. Viii.J 
Vfii^U new <BftM£mth0r ioibia^ tfaeiip^^^ 
tury's want of randmnr in this T«y«M. 

In page 1 1 3 of the executive proceedings, he nien*^ 
faotis d» i»ftiiik^ of the ilat^ otiicets, wad {^articuk^iy 
i^f ^high o^idcbiia<aer« t6ttle«iieC!ktioaof tbf bw^ 
as one of tho moft ferious oUtcbt totbeii opcratior^ 
i|rtld*iia which is n jw be- 
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fspliuiiCiiMi of tbii iafimiatioiD) he dffiirts thai Altai 
Oi^fatfai, then a tnembrrof Aftniliiy; was of the cd» 

mittee which met at Pittfburgh in September 1791. 
This is not true, Albert Gallatin and myfelf were atn* 
fib&dHig thft AfltmU; of Peii»fylvania« lh«q in feODii« 
III thit explanatory letter he ftates charges againft fever 
ral charaders who have been uniformly friends to go- 
f ernmept tin bischargeseg^ina Mr. Addifm PreiideB( 
^ cbe courts in that^diftriA, the erts of mifreprale&^ 
tation are carried to a confiderable height. I fliall 
brielly detail them. The judge refufed to acfl as depu- 
ty oot of the line of has official duty in certain inftai^ 
ces for the fapervifor of the diftri6l, tboiigh be at cbf 
fame time alTared that officer oF ample protecf^ion audi 
^very neceifary aifidance to enable him to do the duty 
his ftation himfelf ; hb not-hatring traatod dqps e^cifie 
ofKcers with proper marks of attention, in two inftaiiees^ 
is another charge ; one of the inilances was his teUin^ 
the tavftrn beeper, with who^i he kdg!od« that ihe«iaa 
'wbostiaS'ihieft a colleAor of esdie was not an accepca* 
ble companion in the lodging- 1 he f^cretary did not 
teiiaSi that that officer might not have been an accepta* 
)>le companioii fer chct judge* previoiia to bia beiog an 
excife officer, and that the hoisottcs attached ta that of^ 
fice were not fnfficient to elevate his charader, I wiU 
refer him to the judges of th^ lup«eme conn of Fenii»- 
iyhrania fiof the ttoth of this remark 1 they aaftacquaiot* 
ed with the colled^or. With refpeA to the infpedor 
.not receiving the marked attention of the Prefident of 
iche court, the fecretary (houid have cafotrad wheihwr 
there did not eidft.perlooaL cadet abftraAed. frcfti his 
holding the officci or whethei ^^ere were not -ihc\i 
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Ctufes exifting with fome other of the judges 0n wh6m 
tim Profideot ted no I'tglit la in^oCi i,f or ttm ,g^ 
ctimm vAuchwHCsmSBmA ^ « n^Hur of liich im^ttv* 

lance by the lecretary, was nothing more than the Pre- 
fidm's neglecliag to invite the inips^r ig, a iie^t on 
tfae bench- dnriiig tlie fefiioR of ^ Gomti lte^^ te 
had invited a rebUoa of his. None of tbefe ififiancef 
happened in the county where I refide, and the firft 
I hcaiid of it was froci the {§ctmitfjf% ^ciai ififotmi- 
jtmn. . I hove^ bowevfr« wquiral ifttp then ^im* 

With inch charges as thefe the fecretary's explanation 
tq the governor of th4t general iuggeiii&£( in his report 
afaouinds. . Why Qpt it}! csime^piuuibed in d^ 
jtffliie ? And why wpre th iag» of no oipm^iit m criifiitm'- 
magni^ed into realo^nce^? 
Prefidem ^\d4iijBiQ was early in bin ^ndeavows 
ptomoce the elocution of the expHe law. For this jkuv 
pofe he wrote in the newspapers in the fumaier of 

1791, and for the iame purpoie he attended at Redr 
^one old foit on the 2/th of July, on the digr when |t 
was refoK ed by the meeting at that place to petition 
Congress* Though he tooi^ no part in ^he aieeting| 
ha was ready to give -his sfdvice* or to eie^ his anthor 
rity if tieceflary in favour of the lairs. I converied 
with him on the occahon and found he was in favoq^ 
of fubmiihon, which reafon fome thought him too 
friendly to the ei^fe. In his charges to the grand 
juries, he uniformly reprehended the attacks on excife 
oihcers» and recomtni^nded a flriift cognizance of the 
o&nces, i^d in all bis converiation on this &tge& he 
tefttiied agasnft the oppofitlon to the law. In the 

waiter preyions to the infurre€U(}n an iipipiated {>ub- 
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^icauonln the fkcfburgh gazeu^ exbortiftg ftc people 

-fie |ltoftK>teA dfi agtefeftient amonga tliMabief ^ ehi 

inoll refpe(5^ahle dillfHers to titter iheir nilk, on con- 
^'kion ot bavtng p^eis dpppinUd whcie ciepaitmeiu 
HfftooW t>e ^rfpetflflHe (See Chap, v.) I alvraV* Ik:,; 
counted it a misforiune thnt lie was iii Philadelphia 
Ti-hcn tlic itifurrex^lioii comipeiiced ; his advice and 
'autborify TXiiglit h^ve been of great advlititage ; 11% waft 
•^'eir ufirfbl ill rtrtormg ordec when He rrftutnpd; ht 
Vns lhrcn;cnc.cl b5^the iiifurgents before he return ed» 
tut this tiid not prevent him from doing his diity with 
Ifbcccfs, At the fame tiine that liiJ '^ras obndxidffs tb 
the infitrgeiits, he was the objecl of the fecretiH*y% 
refentiuent ; in this, however,- he w^Sh not linguiaiv 
liDtfaersi who %xetted th^ml'elves to chef tttinoit tfi pre? 
"Vemting dittrages and reflormj; order,' were the pcciiliSfc 
^D^bj^;6^s of ininiileri:il perfeciuibn. After a^H the fcrai- 
t'my that could be made and all rhe exertions to extort 
■^ftimbny, the cHaraiSer of the Prefidcnt and tiie fixl 
teen affociate judges of the four weQern counties ilood 
winipenched, except we call the fecretary's charge 
of watit of ijolitenefs in wo inftamc^sTO'cxcife officers 
^ fufficient taufie of impeachtnent. The truth is, thdk 
juv'iges Snd other fyieixls of order were oirenrled at theffe 
'pffictrs for not making more -vigilant txeilions in th6 
•^xeciUron bt ilictr trufl^ and for treating the people 

Hrndely, when conciliatitigmanners might have engaged 
lefpecl and prornotcd kibmiHion. Certain it is, that 

'when general Wilkin, who purchafed whifkcy for iht 
artn5% thongh his refufing to purchirfe any that hadnok 

paid the excife t?.:> madt hira partske of the cdiiim.^^- 
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i^hed toihe yet b; hii. g^od ^fetife in ie%{$ncU^^ 
^Ub tho pcopie^ aod by hl& coneiliating numneirst bc^i 

induced lajiiy to eii'ei then iHils in June 1794» iJil4/ 
wa& i^faliy ce^Uia af procvira]g a gs^eral acquief-, 
cepfie ^ the pext Qg{{oniHi|t/ 9f< emerang &^lk*^ 
'The apprehenfio&of wai|t of vigilance and- conciiia^- 
|.i];£.Q}^p,ers in die excll^ oU^ceid d^uioura^4 .^^^ 
who wilhed Ihe law co be executed from making exe^ry 
UOQSr^t SMch^itizens did nd cl>afe b&ktright-etrants 
in iupporting alaw, thq e:^i:uuoia of \^hiclj waslbmucii^ 
n^^dc^ by thp(«^«ifhp%4|Uy it was iq^iHaD?^ oj^Ah 

i»ijL l}owe«i% tlw feqreiiwy's report 
thei^relident, andhis explanation ol it to ihe governor^ 

np^ ottthft G«#4ttd|, ^bMCjjcbe. language oUth^ 
^itizetis^ 2nd V,ex^ itunut^ la reporti ng th& fiualUQ ex^* 

prellions of difrefpcd tothGrnfcives or the law, uncQU-. 
Q^ded wiih the circumilaDces of provocaupu g{i.il>efi; 
|i9n.to the. feaetairy ^ aodf that thou,gh . he mgt ik4 
altentive to punijh real crimes in the ordinary coiirfQ 
of law, yet hc.\i;as yory atleuliv^ to xccord incident^ 

#f li|iie imfQiiaiip<)€^ atid.arrai;(e them ia tbe-moft cri^ 
minal drels iuitedto hi^.defign, when the qrifisaTnve4 

vy iiicU he probably deli ted. and promoted. But the 
inform ation, though minute* was not accurate. Tbi^ 

isuulii;^ with tfaeioCormation at fpie$ in ^1 cpuntrie3# 

The re[^0Tt contains feveral other inflaiices of mii- 
repreieiita^ion with r.efpcct to incidents too trifling tq 
hifti9veiU^t^«^vidii(;h I {hallp9& uonoUced ;ppe,c;pnr 
lEiiiifd in the laft!par*ioraph of it, however., i^. of too 
much importance to eicape remark. His words are ; 
Xhexeis. tQoiud^auie tu.beii^v£.ib0tjUiiji i«,copA€i^Q4 
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vviih an indifpoflMon, too general in that quarrer, trt 
iliarc in the common burthens of the community, znd 
with a wiQi atnodg feme p^rfons of indueiice, 'tt eoi^ 
barrab ttie government. It is afiBrmed bf wdl kifor*' 
med perfoas to be a i'act of notoriety, that the revenue 
lawa of the flaie itielr have a/BW)r^eithet been refified^ 
dr very defeAivefy com plied with in the £ime quax-' 
tcr/' 

This is fo palpable a mifreprefemation, at to re^ 
quire but little examination to i^fnte* I appeal to 

the records of the ftate treafury ; there it will appear 
that notwithdanding the aimo(l ceafele& diitreiies of 
the weiiern counties, feme of ihetn have always been 
the foremoft in paying their flate taxes of any co6nf ies 
in the comaionwealth, and none of them the moft 
badcwatd» and that if there are any arrears remaining 
due it isofn the unfeated lands, the property of people 
in the city or other parts of the f^ate, the colleding of 
which has been prevented by Ipecial interpoiitions of 
the iegiflature. If he had deiired to be well informed/ 
it would have been eafv for him to have confulted the 
treafury department of the Hate, and if he had applied 
to the land office, he would have found that the efficient 
revenue prtrduced by it has been more promptly paid 
by the people of the weftern counties, than by many 
in more favourable lituations. If he had been in pur- 
fuit of truth be would have applied to the proper Anrv 
ces 10 obtain it. Another object however was in view. 
It was neceffary to load the whole people of the weftern 
country, with evety defcription of odtjom. God 
knows, too many of them were blameabk indeed^ but 
that the reyeisijue laws of the fi9^ t^ve been aiw4^* 
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either tefiftcd or defedively complied with; and thai 

this wns promoted by a wifh of fome pcrCoM of influ- 
ence to ^mbarrafs the government, or as he expreffes 
it, (Report p. no) the enmity which certain adive 
defigning leaders had induttriouHy infufed into a large 

proponion of the inhabiianis, noc againft particular 
laws only, but of more ancient date, agaiuft the go- 
vernment of the United States, are charges abfoluteljr 

void of truth. 

I never heard a perfon either in public or private 
in that country exprefs a ientiment agaiuil the govern- 
went of the United States fince it was ratified, except 
what fell from Bradford at the Redftone meeting, and 
fo far irom having old enmity, he was a moil zealous 
fcderalift. There were none engaged in the iniur- 
redion that ever poffefled extenfwe inflyence in that 
country, except colonel Marflial, and be had never 
been diftinguifbed for political fervor. 
^ Why did not the iccreury name the perions and 
flate the facls. If he knew that fuch influential perfons 
had induftriouily infufed enmity againft the govern- 
ment into a large proportion of the inhabitants, he 
muft have known who they were, and what induftry 
ihey ufed. I ndeed the whole of thefe luggeftions an^ 
mere fabrications, publiQiedat a critical period for the 
moft nefarious purpofes. No tellimooy to this pur- 
pofe could be procured by all the influence which was 
exerted even under all the terrors of an armed force, 
neither could any proofs of it be ^Duhied on the molt 
catefuUnd judicious fcrutiny, made under thedi- 

O o 
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re<5lioo of the circuit courts. It exii.td no where but 
iiT the fruitful invention of the cx-lecretary him- 
felf; 

' Before I leave the fecrctsrfry's report, I will make 

one other quotation tonn it page 117, where he fays: 
It is not to be doubted that the different fiages of this 
bdfinefs were regularly notified to the nalcontents; 
arid that a conviction of the tendency of the amend- 
ments conteoipiated to etfeduate the execution of the 
law, bad itidtured the refolution to bring matters to a 
violent crifis. " 

• Th's irifidious affertion was no donbt levelled 
again(l Mr. Smilie, and myfeif, then in Congrels; 
There were no others from the wefterrt country! n the 
city who hji an opportunity ; nnd the fecretary's nu- 
merous declarations that we were at the bottom of all 
the difturbanceS) arnd that he had proofs againil Mr. 
Gjllauii an I m already, his illegal endeavours tof 
extort teftimony againil u^ in the weftern country, his 
infulting the people there for eieding us into Congrefs, 
and eupbyiii; his friend general White ro fpread 
falfehoois a^ainll us, particularly again!! myfelf, was 
fu.licieatly explanatory of his intention in the para- 
gr^iph j ad q loied. I have already ftated that I never 
was acq:-uinted irt the part of the couittry whsre the 
difturbances originated, nor had correfpondedeven by 
letter with any perfon who had been concerned either 
in promoting or Countenancing the diflurbaiices, except 
jarnes Marfhal a coohderable time before. I am autho- 
rife'd to make the fame declaration refpecling Mr. 
Smiiie. Mr. Gallatin was ndt tb'en in Philadelphia. I 
had currefpondents in Wafhington county, whofe 
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fricndfhip I value, and whole condud durin;^ the dif- * 

iur bailees and previous to their commencemeat does 
(hem honour. 

I remember to have received letters from three 

diflillers thatfpring, and anhverinj them ; that thefa 
dillillers were not conGerned in the iufarre<flion, except 
in oppofing it, is a fiifficient juftiftcation of my correfy 
pondence ; they were William Todd, Efquire, a judge 
of the court, Mr. John Dennifton, and my brother 
John Findiey. Indeed I ii^d no ufeful information - 
lefpeiling the excife law to write 1 the bill to which 
the leJietary alludes, he acknowledges was not enaded • 
till the fifth of June, and until the laft reading in the • 
Houfe. I.was induced by information from the treafury - 
department to believe, that the excife would be tur- 
ned into a dired tax on ilills, and an amendment to , 
that purpofe was tranfmitted from the trealury depart- 
ment to the chairman of the committee which brought - 
in the bill, while it was under difcuflidn in the Houfe, 
but he did not fee caufe to move for its adoption. If I 
bad correfponded with the people who unfortunately 
pommenced the infurredion, I flatter myfelf that I 
would have contributed by removing their .iiiflakes to » 
have prevented their excelVes. I am fure all with whoni - 
I have correfponde4 wiUbe^^p ^itpefs tliat tha^^^ul^^ 
• have been my endeavour. 

When wc refled that tlie law in quell ion aiuhnri- 
fed the Hate courtsto take cognizance of offences againd 
the United States, that long befbre it was enaded the fe- 
cretary had procured writs to be iflued out of thedif!r5<^ 
court to compel the appearance of delinquent dii- 
|iUer& at Philadelphia! aaddelayed to have (Uefew^it^ 
■ 
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eitecuted until barveft, after the people had be«ti 
gratified with the reaionabie expectations of having 
their fuppofed delinquency examined in the vicinitj 
of their refidence, and that thefe writs, the execution 
of which produced the infurredion, were made return- 
able in a manner or at a time which rendered them of 
no eifisdl ; I £»y when thefe circamdances are candid- 
It refleded on, ilie reader will be able to decide for 
himfeif, whether there is not as lolid ground, as the 
nature of the cafe can be fuppofed to admit, to Con- 
elude that the fecrefary himfclf at this period con- 
templated and planned to promote the violent crifis 
which took place. By his own accotmt we £nd he waft 
regularly informed by his fpies of the mod minute cir- 
cumftances of the clandefline outrages, and conduc- 
ted hisplanin a manner the bell calculated to excite aU 
open rupture. If this was not his deiign, whydidhenot 
ufe the proper means ot reil raining offences in feafon, 
and why 4id he not cauiethe procefs to be fervedfooii* 
er, 'and ata more convenient feafon, or otherwife make 
an experiment of the fuccefs of the ftate courts ? 

The great error among the people was an opinion, 
that an immoral law might be oppofed and yet the go- 
vernment rcfpefled, andall the other laws obey etl, and 
they firmly believed that the excife law was an immo- 
ral one* This theory became with many a religious 
principle, in defence of which they leafoned with 
confiderable addrefs. In endeavouring to reflore 
order, and iubmiiiiQn to the laws, the moft arduous 
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talk with people bthertvile of good motfls waa to con- 

vince them of the error of this principle. As no riots 
tliaclka^wof vpere attempred in ihe county where 
I te£de, or by the pt^ople Of it prci^ioits 16 the infur- 
icai jii, -and as I had nev^r heard aiiy prrfon threaten 
any other kh:d of oppohtion than hiying aiide their 
fixiist IcOflfigquemly knew nothing of this ptMdipie 
being entettained till the infp^trediol) tOok ^t^6$ *lhit 
I then found ic to be one of the greateH: obftacles to 
people even of good under {landing figning fuchadbran* 
ces as might imply an ispprobatiou of the law. Indeed 
I defpair that people, refiding in lituntions where ex- 
Ciies, applying diredly to agriculture, demand 
two or three times the quantum oftax in proportion tothe 
price in the market for the produce of their farm, that 
the farmers in more favourable iituations have to pay, 
can ever be brought to approve of iuch a law by any 
methods in the power of government. Their objec* 
lions are obvious and eafily corn pre hi^aded, and. 
addrefs themfelves powerfully to their intereils; where-* 
as the arguments arifing from the unequal preflure 
of imports on the inhabitants of towns, and people 
generally who manufadure little themielves, and con- 
fequently confume much of foreign manufadures or 
luxuries, not coming under their obfervation, are not 
undeillood nor admitted in abatement of their own 
complaints ; ccnfequently the citizens infituations re* 
mote from market are advocates for dired taxes, pro- 
portioned to the value of property, and always pay 
them without complaint. To explaia the operatioa 
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of other taxes, which tended to an abatement of the 
preirure of the excife tax, and the inequality which 
would arife from apportioning diredt taxes according 
to the conftitutional rule, was the great objecft of tfaofe 

who endeavoured to reconcile the people to the ex- 
cilelaw. There were circumllances however whicb 
could not be accomodated to the principles ofjuftice« 

♦ If 

I'i^^ie were balanced witli pqlitic^ coi^llderations. 
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CHAP XXII; 



T - . 
W O importiint qiteftions have agits(- 

t^d the public mind, which the fads flated in this 
work, by be ingjudicioufly compared, will aflift the read- 
er in detefmihiitg. The firft is, whether or not the 
inturre(fiion was the refult of a previous combination 
or preconcerted plan. The fecond is, whjether or not 
the march of an army into the country was neceffary 
for procuring fubtAiilion to the laws, protection to the 
revenue officers, and obtaining proper fubje<fls for 
atonement. About thefe there has been a great vari* 
tty of opinion. 

With refpe<fl to the firft, the fecretary, in his report 
and otherwile, has taken fo much pains to imprefs 
the public mind with an opinion that ftate officers 
ufed the weight of their official influeiice in promoting 
combinations and hoftility againft the laws, tliac even 
members of Congrefs had been employed in maturing 
the refolution to bring matters to a vioknt crjfis^ and 
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this opinion bas been fo indnftrioufly promoted in the 
army and throiighouL liie United States by v^nious 
ineans» that notwithnatiding it has not been fuppon- 
cd by a lingle well atteflcd faa, the ioipreflSon that 
has been mnde by it is not yet fully removed. By 
the relation I have given, however, it will appear, that 
the iufuiredlion commenced without any preconcert 
among the people, nud arolc from an event which they 
could not have toreieen ; that even thole, whole names 
aiierwards made the greateft figure in the infurredion, 
were not privy to its commencement ; that if the mar- 
flial had ferved the remauiing writ without waiting to 
go to Fiiifburgh and bring the infpedor along with 
bim, he would have met with no interruption in the 
ciilcLai .;e of his duty, and the diilillers would ti:u e en- 
tered iur their appearance at Phiiadelphia, however. 
difiteiTmg and unexpedcd fuch a journey might have, 
been to them. It is evident that if he had condutflcd 
in this manner, the lart writ might have been lerved 
before the evening on which the rnititia were rendez-* 
voufed at the appeal, and that if the infpeAor had not 
come out with the marlLal and put himleif unneceflari- 
ly in the way, the attack on him would not have hap<* 
pened ; and that if he had not raflily firH attacked the 
party oi yoLing fellows, v.'ho came die firil morning to 
his houie, and killed and wounded a number of them, 
the fecond and mod formidable attempt would not have 
been made ; and further, that if even on the fecond at- 
tempt the papers had been given up, or the houfe had- 
been permitted to have been fearched for them a 
few men felefled for that purpofe, the party would 
have diijjeiicd, ihc fubicc^uent meetings would not 
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have taken place, and the rioters would ha1»6 been 

piofecuted individually with fuccefs before ihe ilate 
courts, as they had been for the riot commiued on the 
flate exdifemen. 

So far were the judges of the county courts, or the 
preiiding judge of the diltrid, from being in a combi- ' 
nation againft the execution of the law^ that oil a idtii* 
tiny , no doubt the more fevcre, that the former fuper- 
vifor and the. fecretary of the treafury had prejudged 
their ctiarader, it appeared to full convidion that ' 
tfaey were without exception friendly to the execution 
of the laws. It is certain that a profecution never faiU 
ed for want of fufficient zeid in the courts ; the difficul- ' 
ty wfks to find evidence. It will appear furprifing that ' 
when the revenue officers cbCiid give fuch minute and 
circumftantial information to the fecretarv, which he : 
details in his report, and more minutely in his explana- ' 
tory letter to the governor, that thefe lame officers 
could li^er produce teftimony to tht ilate courts to 
enable them to punifti breaches of the peace againfl: 
themfelves ; and that even the teftimony which they 
produced to fupport profecutions iti the federal court# 
was either evidently fabricated or doubtfuL It is 
acknowledged that the teftimony they procured againft: 
Kerr and Beer; was abfol uteiy falfe. It is not lefs* 
certain that the teftimony given againfl Robert Smilie 
was unfounded, nud ii is ilie general opinion lliat the 
teftimony produced ^ainft M'Cuiiochandfome others 
was equally unworthy of credit. 

If the infurreflion had been the refult of a pre- 
concerted plan, feme difcovery of it would have been 
fpund by the commiftioneis of the United States and 
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o£ the ftate of Peonfylvaaia^ vthile in the wt^em 

country, but fo far ^vas this from being the cafe that 
th^ commiffioners ieuL by the Prefident of the United 
States to the weilern country, in their report , whicli, 
though concife, gives an intenigent md candid account % 
of the temper and iituation of iht country until the 
day of iigQing the amnefty, and a relation of many of 
£he grievances of which the people complained, fet 
does not give the ieafl: countenance to the opinion 
that the infurrecUon was the reiult of a' preconcerted 
^lan, or chat the iiate courta had been defedive in 
th€ir duty, or the judges, &c. oppofed to the execution 
of the laws, and it was on the information given in 
this report that the army was ordered to i^endezvous. 
It[ is printed in the proceedings of the executive, and 
pertectly agrees vviLh the preeediog relation as iaj- as it 
enters into the fubjed. 

The Report of the ilate commiffiondrs, who aifted* 
concert with the commfiflSoners of the United Srates, 
is not printed, but I have an authenticated copy of it 
before me. It is contained in a feri^s of letters writ- 
ten from the weftenicountry to tKegovernof, andpre^ 
ferved on files in the fecretary's office. ' As it is not id 
{n-int I will give fome extrads from it^ la page 2, the 
commiflSoners give the following ftatement. 

** The marflial of the diftri6l of P< nnfylvania had 
procels to ferve on divers perlous leliding in the coun^ 
ties of Fayette and Allegany* and executed them all* 
(above thirty) without moleftation or difficulty, ex- 
cepting one which was againft a Mr. Shaw. He or 
fpme other perfoa went to the place Vbere do&at 
Beard| the brigade infpedor for Wafhingtoa county 
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im-liearing appeals mi^ie Jjy {ome4i( 9 btttatUon whicl| 

had been called upon for its proportion of the eighty 
(houiaiid men required to be in readinefs agreeably 
to ain aA of congfefe. There were upisranb of fifty 
therewith their fire-arms, to whom it i^bted that 
fhetederal {herif, (as they ilyled the marflial) had 
fcrving writs in Allegany county and carrying 
the people to Philadelphia, <x>r not complying with the 
pxcife i?ws, and that he was at general Nevii's houfe. 

It was in the night of the r-of iaft month ; be^ 

tween thirty and forty i)ew inftantly to their arms, ^nd 
marched tovvards iMr. Nevii's above twelve miles dif- 
tant, where they appeared early next morning. ^ 
The delinquents againft whom ^he Marflial ha4 pro-t 
cefs told him that thfey woaH enter thrtr ftilU, and 
pay him the pxcife together with the cof^ of fuit. 
Major Lenox applauded tl^eir prudent coii4u<a, an4 
told them that though he had not authority to comply 
with their wiflies, yet, if they would enter their iliiU 
with the infpedor, and procure hi^ certificate, and fend 
it to Philadelphia, upop payment of the money du^j 
with the cofts he was pei iuaded further profecution 
yrould be ftaypd. If this detail is true, it is evident 
\h3^t tht outrages conimitted at Mr. Ncvirs houfe wer^j 
not owing to deliberafe preconcerted meafures, but 
origii^ated in unbridled guft ofpaihon artfully rai-^ 
fed athong young men, who may have been ^1:^ 
Umc too much heated with ftrong drink* 

In their third letter the commiflioners, flating ^ba 
flifappointmcnt of their expedlations from the meeting 
^edeop§ 9ld Fort, occagoiic4 by an aintied |prtf, 
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and the outrageous behaviour of Mr. Bradford, thus 
expre6 themfelves : From our beft cooj^ure .the 
people ofWafhington if governed by what appears to 
be the majority, will prefer a civil war to a fubmiffioa 
to the excife kws, fo infatuated aod frantic are their 
leaders in oppofitioo; a great majority, however, of the 
Oilier three counties, are friends lo peace and order." 

■ To explain this charader of WaQiitigton county, 
jt is tp b^ remarked that it was believed t(iat the armed 
party whofe prefi^nce and behaviour terrified the meet- 
ing came there from Waihmgton county, in concert 
with Bradford, for that purpoft;. | was prefent, and 
believed this to be the cafe, until afterwards that it 
was fully proved that ;he company in arms knew no- 
thing of tjie meetipg being held there, they were 
the grouqdt and that t^ir whole obje^ wf|S to pay 
an unfriendly yifit to Mr. Jackfon. I heard the m^Q* 
who I an] iince informed was the leader of the party, 
.ceniure Bradford's barrangae while he was delive- 
.ring it to the meeting ; yet it is certain the fpirit of 
pppolition was (Wronger ip a jpart o( that county then in 
^ny other plac^. * . 

In their fourth and lad letter, written from Bedford 
yfh^^ the commtflioners were on their return^ they fay 
*'Upon the wiiol ewe entertain a realonable hope that the 
, great mafs of the people will comply with the terms 
pTopgCodj ^tid be dutiful citizens in future, 9pd that 
their example and influence will in a few days prevail 
on moft of the refidue to do the fame. However it 
uiu(^iPot be concealed th^t there aire feveral unruly 
^ and turbulent fpirits, who will require corredion ai;4 

punifliment, and thefe men having littlejor no proper- 
ty^to loie, may poUibly create new diflurbances. 
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Should our opinion prove to be well founded, it is pro- 
bable the ordinWy cburfe of judicial powers may be 
fu£Bcient to reduce them to fubmx0ion gnd order, with* 

out niiiiuiy aid." 

The commifTioners of the Union and of the flate» 

concurred in their confultations and meafures ; as far 

i> . ■ » • 

as tBere was any difference, the chief juflice was the 
XDoft levere ; he wanted to have the committees to figri 
aflarances individually at the |ir(l, and to have the 
power of the civil magiftrate, put to the teft without 

delay. Though this was complained of at the time, 
as too fevere, the people were afterwards convinced 
'that he was for their good ; in one inftance, he urged a 
jullice of the peace to exert his authority, and he did 
it with luccefs.' 

The refult of the fcrutiny made by the judiciary, 
aided by the terrorsof the army, the difpenfing power 
of the commander in chief, and the artful and arbitrary 
frondudof the fecretary, andalfo the examinations of 
numerous witneffes before the circuit court held at 
Philadelphia and York, agree in proviug lo a dcaion- 
llration, the truth of the opinion given by the com- 
miflioners, that /be outrages cmmitiedat Mr. Nevii^s 
hotiff, were notmving to deliberate preconcerted meufures^ 
kitt originated in an unlridled gaft of pajfion^ ^ c. 

With refpcd to the fecond queftion, viz. whether 
the march of ah army into the weftcrn country was 
neceilary, he. I have already exprelTed my own opi- 
nion that it was not necelfary for the objects propofed« 
and ini this I was fupported by that of well in^ 
formed perfons who knew the iiate of the country bet- 
ter than I did myieif. I have been paicicuiar in mjf. 
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f nquiries of the fame Sind oth^^well inf<ntnedper(oaff,^ 

year lince the infurreclion, ai::d though it is the opinion 
cf foaie individuals, that the fubmiifioa to thie law§ 
hf feme of the moft obftin^re people fouth cf ib^ 
MonongaheU, wac fooner acoompliflied and rendered 
jnorc compleat by the march of the army into tb^ 
ccttDixy, than it would otherwife have been ; yet it it 
agreed by all, with whom I have converf^d on the fubt 
Jiv:^, that in ^11 other puiis or thecouiuiy the fubmif- 
£011 wpuld have bepu compieat wiibout it. The grea- 
tfsr number of well informed perfons, however^ hpf 
Jieve that it would h.ave been compieat in all tiie 
counties, but this U£i cannot now be alcert^ined with 
pieciiioD. It is certain, that the ftate courts wer^ 
iw time interrupted, and rbat thpy have lince fenten- 
ced to con ectioii ancj puniUii^ient fuch as they thought 
dcfer\'ed it for offences committed durini; the diftuf- 
bance^, with a$ little difficulty as at any other time^ 
j!2deed, 1 never knew of a procefs from a judice of the 
peace refilled even in the. time of the infurreciion, and 
the magiftrates had in many places proceeded againft 
iJifenders without refiflance, bciore tlie army left Cat- 
Jtu the places where the diiturbances prevailed, 
fhe alarm and terrov wa; fo great as to render it ini* 
prudent, if not impraAicable, to execute the laws of iht 
ligre, until the agita'iion would fubfide, and till the 
fr ends of order could ^now and |>ut coniideacf in pct^ 

But after all, I do not conclude that it was impro- 
per in thePrefident to oidei ilie army to advance intq 
(be country. I liave no. doubt, but that . if he bad re* 
c.tivs;d ihefameaSurancea before the different divifiom 
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t^f ihe army tad readezvoufed, which he did at Carltik* 
lie would hot have ordered the army to march ; btJt he 

mui\ have judged the aifurance ; to have been in a 
higher degree unequivocal, than could be procured ia 
fo ihort a tiine» to have convinced hiih of tlie pror 
prietyof putting a lU p ro Uie expedition when it v.cs 
fo far advanced ; for however confident Mr. Redick 
and layfelf were, who tirew our information from onr 
own obfervations, and the obfervatioiis of others in 
whom we had perfed ccnfideuce, taken on the fpot, \ri 
as tbePrefidcni h.:d v ol the opportunity of mnkingcb^ 
fervationsfor himfelf, wc could not exped his confi- 
dence t<> be fo compleat or lo liniily euauhilicd 
ours. 

The difficulty that had been experienced in raifio^ 
the army at the firll, dnd the eagernefs difcovcred If 

the Oiiicers .uiJ oibcis at Carr^le to march Inio 
>?yeQern counties, mult h.aye hid its weight wiih the 
Prefident in determining him to carry forward the ex* 
peditioii. He might reafona'ily conchade, that bid. 
confequences in future mighi refult from dilguji«rg 
them, by what thofe of greatell intluence might think, 
a premature difcharge. As he mix;ed eveiy cay wiib 
the army, in order to imprefs it with a proper fcLfe of 
the importance of fubordination to the laws, it 14 ntt 
to be doubted, but that he availed himfeif of this cp* 
portanity of dilcoveving its difpoiition, and ihcii i;;'s 
determination was in fome meaiura iniiuenced by rhat 
difpohtioD ; hor i$ it lo be doubted, bu( that the advice 
of fecretary Hamilton^ and his inttaence with the anny, 
were exerted in favour of carrying cn the expcdiuf-c* 
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His information and advice were calculated to promote 
that objecl from ihe firll. 

ThePielident, however, didnot coiitider the num- 
ber of the army, nor its advance into the weflern coun* 
try, as deOined exclufivcly for reftoring fubmiffion to 
the laws, or coercing offenders in that quarter; the, 
ikme had caught in other places, and dilconteuts pre- 
vailed and liberty poles iiirere eref^ed, through a great • 
extent of coantry, on the eaft fide of the mountains, 
and a rifing had aclually taken place in the Hate of 
Maryland. It was thefe untoward circumflances which 
prevented the Preiident from giving longer time for 
the people in the weftern counties to reflore order by 
their own efforts ; for furtlier information on this fub-* 
jeft, the chapters which defcribe the temper of the • 
army at Cariifle, and the communic^ations of the Pre- 
iident to the comtmihoners from the Parkifon ferry 
ineeting, may be examined. 

I have fuggeRcd oftencr than otfce, that the head 
bf the revenue department conducled the execution 
of the law in the weftern diiiridt in a manner tliat was 
calculated to promote the event that happened. To 
fupport a fuggellionof tliis niuure, pofitive proof can- 
not be obtained ; to me, however, it appears better 
eOabiiihed than could reafonably have been expeded ; 
from the means I had ufed to promote a due execution 
of the law, and the obfervations I had made on the 
manner in which it was conduced, I had fufpeded 
his deiign, and for fome time looked forward to the 
evcntwithdread;butinthefpring of 1794, when compe- 
tent powers weie veiled in ihe itace courts, my proipeda 
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brightened, and I blamed myfelf for my fufplcions. 
But the mine was ready lo be fpning^ when I had flat- 
tered myfelf that the danger was bvef« I will not how* 
<iver; recapitulate tHe grounds upon which my opinion 

was {ouridLcl, but leave the reader to examine and 
compare the fads for himfelf, and judge of the ref«lt* 
Th« fads ar€ truly fistted* 
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HEN the Prefident xectfired the infof. 

mation of the daring outrage committed at the houfe of the 
Infpeclor, he hdd -d conference with the heads of the depart.- 
nients of the federal government, and the governor and law 
officers of ;he itate of Beimfylvania, and though no record i$ 
prefemd of the fentiments exprefled on that occafiQUy yet it 
'is knowiijt that the chipf juftice of the ftat6» gave it as h\$ 
opinion^ that the power o£ the jiidtciary ihouUi be fiinber 
exerted, and have a full and fair trial, before it would be pro- 
per to employ a military force, and that the governor and 
law officers of the ftate, and the fecretary of itate of the United 
States, concurred with him in that apinioi). In lupport oC 
this opinion, the governor made a communication t9 the Preli* 
dent in writing, dated |he 5th of Ai4gui|> 1794* The cor^ 
refpondence yrhich commenced with this letter> is tQ be r9un4 
in ihe executive proceedings, from page 58 to 98, 

111 this communication, after ildtiag the outrages that had 
taken place, together with their fpecial circumftancc^ the gon 
vemop proceeds to remark << that whatever conftruclion may bs 
given on the part of the United States, to the fy€t$ that haT:^ 
been lecited, I cannot hefitate to declare, on the part of Peniin 
j^lvaniai that the incom^tcpcy of ^h? |udi<«ir^ 4epa;^^(^| 
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of |i«r ^mnmenty to vindicate the violated laws, has uoi at 
this period been fufficicntly apparent, and thit the military 
powci ot the governnient ought not to. be employed until its 
judiciary authority, after a hn ejpcrimcnt, has proved iiieom- 
j^ctent to enforce obedience, or to punifh infra£bipn8 of die 
laws/* • 

After ftating the principles on which the military force can 
Widi propriety be called (ortji, in aid of the civil authority, he 
proceeds to fay : « Experience fnrnilhes the ftrongelt induce- 
ments to my mind, for perfevering in this lenient courfc. Riots 
have heretofore been committed in oppofition to»the laws of 
Pehnfylvania, ^ut the rioters have invariably been puniflied 
by our courts of juilice, Jn oppofition to ithc laws of the 
United States, in oppofition to the very law*- now oppofed, 
-and in the very counties luppoied to bg eombined in the pre«r 
fent oppofition, riots have like wife occurred, but in ^yery in* 
ftance, fupported by legal proof, tlie o&nderg Jiave been iri- 
fiiaed» convicted and piiniihed before the tribuldak of ti^ 
^ate. This reftUt decs not {uinounce a ^e&^ of jurifiti^oiH 
a Wsoit of judicial )K>wtr» or difpofition to pnniih tnfradkMis 
pf the law ; a neceffity of an appeal from the politial to 
the phyfical llrength of the nation. 

<* Cut another principle of policy defervefi fome confideratioiK 
In a free CQUmry it mufl be dcpedient to comrince fhe citiaoM 
^f thenecelfity that at any time iodttce the government 
io employ the coercive tutliority with which it is inve(led. To 
Convihce them, that it is' necdl&ry to call forth the military 
power, for lUc purpofe of executing the l^ws, it niufl be 
fhown, that the judicial power has in vain attempted tp pubiih 
thofe who violate them| and therefojre thinking, as I do^ thi^ 
the incompeteriey of the power of Pennfylvania lias not been 
fufliciently afctrtanied| I remarked iq the oouife of our latf 
conference^ ' Ithat I did nof think it would be an caff talk to 
embody the rj'iitia Oil the ptefcnt occafion.** 

In the eonferencCjthe governor had been called on to order 
out the miiitia of tlic ftate, in purluance of a law of the llat^ 
wiiich was fuppofed to cxiii, but whtoh^ on examinatiooj was 
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found to be iwiicalcd. The propriety of ordering out a mili- 
tary force w a;, then fuggefted to him, in confcquciKC of his 
general power to enforce the due execution of the laws, 1 he 
difcufTion of tbis principle produced the cpfrcfpondence, from 
which I have ix^ade thefe quotations. 

The fccrctary of flate of the United States, in his reply ^ i 
the governor's fir ft letter, does not fo much objet^ to the prin- 
ciples udv.inced by the governor, as to his opinion rcfpccling 
fheexifting circumKances, and after ftating the l".:cis u.id re- 
citing the certificate from the judge, whijjh had been newly 
obtained, he fays, " Thps then, is it uncguivocally .n.d in* 
due form afeertained in fefi*reiLce to the govc rnment of the 
United States, that the judiciary apthority, after a fair andful^ 
expcvin^rit, has proved incompetent to enforce obedience to, 
pr to punilh infra£lions of, the l.iw. — ii;.it ti.e llieii|ith and 
audaciiy of certain lawlefs combinations have bailkd and de- 
iroycdthe efforts of the jmhciary autIiority,to recover penal- 
ties or inflid puniihments, and that this authority by a regular 
notiQption of tjiis date of things, has in the laft refort, as an' 

' Siuxiiiary of die civil authority, ^lain^ed the intervention of 
the military power of the ]Jnitcd States," &c. 

Ill the progrefs of this concfpondence, the fecretary of ftatc 
pf the United ptates informs t}.e governor, that the qutfticr^ 
une(]|uivocailY was, if he as the e^^ecutiye of the ftate has power 
to put the militia in motion, previous to a requilition from 
the Prefident undsr the laws of the United States, if it (houlci 
be thought advifable fo to do, &c. This queftion being thus 
explicitly ftated in the lafl letier to the governor, and the ac-' 
tual requifition of the militia rendering a reply unneccHary and 
calling the governor*s attention from the fubjed, wc have to 

y regret the wapt of his anfwer to it. But if I underiland him ' 
rightly in the preceding letters, he did not conceive that he 
w as juftiliedby thccon(litutional power veftcd m htm, in caiiin|[t 
ODt the niili'-ii, unlefs'lie was eoiivineed in his own judgmciU 
that the judiciary authority was lucompcrent to vindicate ttic ' 
Tiolatod Uws^ or was called on to do ii» by a loruiai rcquiii- 
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Iflon from the Prefident of the United States. In vtndicatioi^ 
pf that opinion, he fuggeils, that the Pre6dent'»refponfibilitf 
is ihielded by the interpoficion of the opinion of a judge of 
the fupreme court, certified according to law, which the govcr* 

por'i is not. 

'1 he governor fays, that it is certain that at the time of th^ 
conference there was no fjitisfadory evidence of the incompe- 
tency of the judicial authority, to vindicate the violated laws^ 
^nd that therefore he could iiot aa fhc executive migiftrate pro- 
ceed to a military plan. 

The fucrctjiry in behalf of the Prefident difclainis his being 
under un ouligation to judge of the validity of the tettimony 
hinifeir, and inuuifc flji his determination to depend on the de- 
viiion made by the proper authority, viz. the opinion of a dif« 
tri£l or aiibciate judge, to whofe refponfibility he (blely refer* 
red the competency of the teftimony. Judge Wilfon who gave 
the ci!i. ; .! ( l: Lifiw-atc which made it lawful for th;; Prefident to 
aid llu: judicial authoritv by militriry force, did fo on his own 
cpi:i'.cn of the validit y of the teflimony that was laid before him 
Ly the executive. 7 here ^vere nf v^itnc^s examined^ nor 
dcpofiiions (ranfmitted i fome private letters containing infor^r 
pation of the fa£^s and the gcpcral notoriety of the outrage^ 
were confidered as fufficient vouchers on which to ground the 
judge's certUicatc, and this ceuiiiLaie was die audiuiuy which 
warranted the military expedition. 

It mud be admitted, that in times of public coufufion and 
danger the obtaining of legal teilimqny would fometimes be . 
amended with too much delay, and that in fuch cafes the noto- 
riety of the fa£ls fuperfedes the neceflity of legal forms j ftitt 
however, ihci\: is danger of miftakes, and it is certain, 
that tiie Prefident ami alTociate judge, were impofcd on with 
refpe£i to fome material facts refpt^^ing the riots, until a fcru- 
tiny was made by the circuit court. Some of thcfe impofiti- 
ens were too deeply impreiTed on the public mind by the re- 
port of the fecretary of the trcafury, in which they were fane- ' 
tioned by his official 2Uth6rity, but' exprefsly contradtdted b^. 
uacxceptionabk tcltimony taken before tiie cou ru 
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chief juftice with the concurrence of the other law 
Officers of Pennfyl?anisiy at the confereucei Brd fuggeded the 
pfan of fending commiflibhers to the weA:ern counties, anct 

in aquiefcence with this advice, hi and general Irwin were 
appointed by the governor to that fervice. Though in a letter 
hjr the fscretary of the 7th Auguft, the Prefident objccis to the 
governor's o^imon, thi^t a further trial of the power of tiie judi- 
cklr^ fiioiild be ma4e> beforie the aid of the military force wad 
required, yet he fays, "that to nianifeft his attention to the prin- 
ciple tliuta firra and energetic conauct docs not preclude t\\2 
excrcifc of prudent and humane poiicy he has (as thegovi^rnor 
has been alfo advifed) concluded on the meaiure of fending 
Gommiifioners to the difcontented counties to make one more 
Experiment of a conciliatory appeal to the reafon, virtue, and 
pamotifm of their inhabitantSj and has alfo (ignified to you 
how agreeable would be to him your co-operation in the fame 
expcdiLiit, which you have been plea fed to a Jord." 

This intereftiiig coiTcfpondence chiefly embraces two fub* 
jefts of controverfy, viz. the refponhbiiity of tlie executives 
of the linion and of the commonwealtli, and the incompe* 
tency of the judicial authority which is affirmed in behalf of 
the Prefideat, and ob}e£):ed to by tlie governor. Without dc» 
ciding pofitively betwixt the two opinions, it is worth obferving, 
thatthough the law firfl provided for fending fpcciai fciTions of the 
court into the dchnquent country, and afterwards veftcd the 
authority in the ftate courts, yet the competency of neither one 
nor the other of thefe methods prefcribed by lawwas ever put to 
Ac teftt and that all the trial that had been made of the com-, 
petency of tbe judicial authority was by the marflial fervinj 
the pioc^jiics, which gave rife to the infurre£tion, and tliat even 
in this cafe, that oHicer ferved thirty nine writs without molef- 
tation, to thirty four of which at leail a proper fubmiluon was 
teilified^and that refiftance was offered only in one cafe out of 
forty, and not till the obnoxious infped:or ailiited witli his pre- 
fenc^j and tiU the laft cafe. Ii is trusi a deputy marlh^l was 
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fent two years before, but influenced by the advic^ of the in- 
^cbor and his own fears, he did not attempt to cxcrclfc hi^. 
authority; a (heriiF of the count]f» or probably a roarfiiai of 
good chara£ler relidmg in the country^ could at any time have 
executed Writs; it has been obfervcd, that flieriff Hamilton 
propofed to do it even in ihc time of the infurre£lton. The 
fender will iir^ffj::?, \r)ict}i(,'r this was a fair and full tiiai of the 
inccn ip ncncy of the judiciary^as averted in the name of the 
trefident. 

If the judiciary authority had bee^ exercifed agreeably to 
tbc proviiions made by bw, i am Confident no fnTurre^tion^ 
fior refiftancc wouM ever have happened, and if in addition to 

uiiclin,"' coir.n.iihoncTS the governor had fo far ri,^cd his re- 
f[iC»irioir!ty, as to liavc c;'ibodiod a Iqitadron of light liorfe and 
Inarched into the weftcrn codntics, order would have been re- 
itored withotft the aid of any other force ; this <vould havd 
Wn a center for thofo wh<; were timid and wtll difpofed t<i 
faliy round, alld would fooner have prodticed a diferimation of 
parties; it w^rold alfo have afforded protcilion and given con- 
^Jencc to the civil m.igiilratc, in j^laces where the fplrit of op- 
r'>ntiou had the afcendaut, and encouraged the orderly citizens 
inaU parts of the country. I will not afiert that the governor 
had competent anthority for this purpofe, but I cannot refrain 
from ezprcfunga wiAi that he had conilrued his potbers to have 
extended fo f;ir, and trufted fomcthing to tlic difcretion of tic! 
kgiilatnre auerwards. 

However, it naifl he admitted in behalf of thegovernor^ 
diathe had little time for refleciion ; for the dccifiv-e certificate 
-Was piocured from tlic afibciate jiidge the next day after the 
Conference, at which it was propoied to the governor to call 
out the mjlitia ufnder his own authority. 

Tlic citl/cns of Ohio and Monongahela counties in Vir- 
ginia had been carncilly folicited by circular letters from Mr. 
Bradford, who believed he had infiuence among them, to join 
in the iftfurredtion, or at aU events to attend the Parkifon 
meeting) and give their adtlcc:* He no doubt expelled them 
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to ftrengthen his party at that meeting in or4er to form a. co£an 
binatioii againfl the autl.oi ity oi the government. Three dfi-f 
legates attended from Ohio cc^nnty at this and at the Rcdftont? , 
meeting, but i have not been informed what pari they a^^ed ; 
i( appears, they waited oa ti^e commif&oners at Fittlburghi 
^iong with tlie firft committer of twelve. The commiiDoneTa 
informed them that they had no ai|thprity put of the foMTth . 
furvey of Pennfylvanla, but at th^ fame time encouraged thcni 
to expect no further trouble for indi£lable offences, if they gavt: . 
affurai)ces of fubmiflion to the laws for themfeivcs, and in 
behalf of thofe by whom they had )>ec& delegated. They feem 
to have been fentbut by a few people, and } do not find, thafi 
any thing fmther was done refpe£fcing them* There had been 
but one riot committed there i the coUe6t;or of the revenue ap«. 
pears to have given up his papers lo the rioters witliout refifl> 
ance j therefore, there wcie no inftanccs of flagrant outrage. 
The averfion poflelfed by the citizens of thofu copnties of Vir- 
ginia to thegoveriurent and laws of Pennfylyania, and to the 
people of it near themi occafioned by the territorial conteft| 
bad a good efe£l: in.preyenting a union in the prelEent oppo« 
fi^ion. 

Before the army left tlie weftem country, a fcparate corp* 
confiding of not more than 2,500 was raifcd for a term, not 
exceeduig three months. They encamped near the Monon- 
ga][^ela on the fouth (ide, under the command of general Mor- 
gan. This meafure was fanftioned by a law, dated November 
29th, 1794- The obje£k of continuing this force in the coun* 
try was to eaufi tie iaws t9 h iuiy oiecutid^ they were partly 
raifed out the corps that were employed in the expedition, 
and partly inliilcd in the country \ many of the lalt were faic^ 
to have been the moH: troublelome of the infurgents ; i was not 
acquainted with any of thein, and as they encamped neai; forty 
miles from where I refide, though they remained a confidera^ 
ble time in the country after I returned from Congrcfs, Ihcarc 
" ' more of them thaau rhcy had aot been in the countiy. 
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iJphc people in that part of the country, however, complain, 
thattaiariy of them for fomc time at firft, demanded free quar-: 
W« and fuch things as they ftood in need of without pay, and 

tiiat Ionic of the officers committed indidable ofiienccsi hut 
-when tlie perfons, againft%vhom the offences were committed, 
commenced proiccutioiis, they fettled the difputes amicably, 
and behaved well for the futute. And when the people took 
cburagc to tcfufc to fubmit to impofitions, the foldiers ceafed 
t6 demand free quarters or to be otherwifc troublcfomc. 

» Before the army left the country, the commander in chirf 
prefcribed the form of an oath which he required the jufticcs 
of the peace to adminifter to the citizens, whom he comman- 
ded to appear indiferiminately before the magiitrates for thiit 
purpofe. It was taken by a number of people in Pittil^urgh, 
and I am irifortried by a few V fome otlier places. How ge- 
neral Lee came to aflume tlie high legifiativc autlioirity, neccf- 
fary for enucUiig anouihof allegiance and requiring the ma- 
^ftrates to adminiacr and the people to fwcar it, I never hate 
Ijecn informed j it is not contained in the Prcfiaent's inilruc . 
tions to him, nor had the conftitution vcfted the Prefident 
witli authority of that kind. General Lee mull have known, 
l^at a magiflTate hadno authority to adminiftcr an oath, that 
the lav/ aid not prefcribe. The people generally 'through the 
counties, however, paid no refpefl to ihefe orders. 

Previous to the return of the army, he iflued a proclama^ 
tion agreeably to the Prefidcnt's iiillruc^ions, to ftop all profe- 
cutions againft the infurgents, except certain perfons therein 
iiamed. Several of tlie excepted perfons afterwards gave them^ 
i^ves up to general Morgan and ftood their trial, and were 
Acquitted. Bradford and a few others left the country, and 
lave not to my knowledge returned again. Ihofc from Ciun- 
berland and Northumberland counties, who were indidcd for 
creaing liferty poles, &c. had their trial put 9^ till the fefii- 
Jyns of the circuit court, held at Philadelpliia, in April, 1 79<), 
jindthcn the profecbtionwas withdrawn by. *e ditoa attp^^ 
iiey. In fome counties, on both fides of the mountain, thofe 
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jjjjpyi wh6 erecicd iibctty poles were hearily fined by ^h/e ftate 

™ courts, J 
Before the fecretaryof the treafury left the army, he made 

arrangements for fettling with die deli^ueot dilliller|. 
diredled that they fliottldbc perrnittcd to enter tljeiit ftilii op. 
paying arrearages acconling to the capacity of theftills, for tl^ 
year that commcncetl in June 1703, and for the current yeaj. 
It was fome tinitj in December, before thefe arrangements were 
m ide known. M::ny complied with the terms ai^d entered their 
fk ds, and fome left them with the collt£lor, not having whcr?- 
Mrithto pay his demands* , Some in Weitmoreland^and pe^^ 
h ips in other counties, abfolutely refufcd to p iy tke arrearages 
for 179J, but offered to pny for the current year, and enter 
their Hills, hut the money was not received aad permifTicn to 
enter their lliils was rcfufed- They demanded permihion to 
enter their ftills again in June 1^95, and were refufed. 'they 
however continued to employ their ftills, aiid wifli a decifion 
at law $ they fay, they were always willing to fubmit, but had 
not opportunity to enter their Hills. All the diftillcrs com- 
plain of h'j'ing cybiiged to pay the arrearages of 1793, becaufw 
they had not :in opportunity of oJurginp it to the owner who 
had his grain didilled, or Uying it oii the confumer according 
to the intention of the law. . Some were making attempts to 
jTue for the recoyefy of what ^ey h^d paid. Thofe Who ftand 
but againft paying the arrearages, are moftly men of informa- 
tion and property, aiul ihey believe the fecretary had no autho- 
rity by law to admit enincs at any time, but that which the 
law: prefcribesi nor any legal power to refufe entries of fl:iiis> 
Ion any conditions made by his own authority. Subpoenaa 
were feryed on thefe delinquent diftillers laft iummer; biit aftet 
diey had appcdred at two courtSi no profeciition was com* 
<ftienced. 

PcrmilTion to enter ftllls Jiad been reiufed at the infpeciing 
toflices, the firft or fecond day after the month of June expir- 
ed, immediately preceding the infurre^ion. What a pity it 
Va$| that if the entry of itills co vid be adinitHdl at th^ difcrb-* 
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tbn d#%n :ez^ctft<^e ,oiBteer in Deccnriser, thut the ^y»e dlltM- 
tion had not been exercifcd early in the moiuli of Jwly. 

As no pcrfon near where I refide was difturbed by the ar- 
fny, nor prolecuted by the judiciary, there is no cofnplaintj 6a 

' their Own account j but on enquiry I £nd that in iAit jparts «f 
the country were people againft whom Acre was no chsf ^ 
taken pTifonew* ntii dragged to Pittftmrgh, and fisteftd 

'of them to Phi!adclphb, dicic is much hc3Tt burning. 1 
have converfed with foine men of influence, who were Tit all 
times the warmeli friends of government^ who acknowledge 

" that their conhdence in^ and lore of, tlie goremmentt is mtich 
abated. 1 mention thefe circumftancesr to Ihew how mndi 

'better it would have been to ha^ made a fedbnabk and eiie^ 
getic uie of the ordinary powers of government, before things 
came to fuch a crifis as to require fuch extraordinary rcmc- 
dies^as can fcarcely be fo conducted but that they will create 
fome new grounds of complaint. Every other means fhouM 
be ufed to the utmoft before a militia army is raifed; for if tJUey 

' are frequently called forth, or called forth on a fmlce whieh 
they find not to have been abfolutely neceflary, or the neceflky 
of which thev think might have been prevented, it will not 
* ' be eafy to roule them again when the public intereft may re- 
quire it I in this cafe a (landing army may become necefiary, 
and I know a ftanding atoy is not the wiih of the people of 
the iTniteil States, and hope it will long be nnncccffary. 

In one year fince the infurre^ion the wcftem furvey of 
Pennfylvania has remitted to the treafury about 20,cod dollars 
of excife tax. This amounts to one fifth of the nett revenue 
vaifed in one year on fpirits diftilled from domeftic materials 
in the whole United States* It is true this includes the amar* 
ages arifing from the pretedthg year. Of thefe I do not 
know the amount $ but when it is confideied that many left 
their {tills with the coUeclor rather than pay the arrearages, 
and that others preferred ftanding an adlion which is not yet 
decided* the greater part muft be fet to the account of the 
ye^ I795» If other parts of the union paid in th« fame pn^ 
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: poftdm^ at to the number, wkfiout caTcuiatifi^ on ' the weaMk 

of the inhabitants, the aggregate amount wuuid uc iiiiic iiioii. 

-■of a million of dollars annually. 

Whatfoever difierence of opinion miglit hare exifted ts to 
tfie poiky of tlie injure when the excife Jaw was en^ed^ 

' ^bfitt 4Som\d be bttt ctee opinion among difpaffionate citiz<te 
with Tcfpe6i to the im{>o]tcy of repealing it on the account of 
a rio:ou3 oppofition in a pnrt of one f inall furvey, while dut 
mode of oppofition continued, and all other pai is of the union 
profefiedly fubmitted 5 but now when the authority of the Jaw 
is acktiowledged thtonghout the iitdon, it is proper to enqitiit 
into the produ&ivenefs of the reteutie ariling from kt and 

^6it ezpedttncy of continuing it* It is not my obje£1: to make 
any obfervations on the general principles of an excife fyftem, 

' its fuitablcnefs to, or pradtirability in, this country ; but if 
it is true that, notwithllanding the frequent revifions of tlic 
law, this tax dots not yield 100,000 dollars as tiet retemie,* 

' that from fome ftates^ where it is reafonable to fuppofe a confi- 

' derable quantity of thofe Ipirits aremanufa^ured and confumed^ 
ftfter an experiment of five years, little or no revenue can be 
procured, though the oHiccrs receive their falarics for collcdV- 
ing it. If it is true that nearly one-third of this revenue is nccef- 
farily expended in the colle£lion of it, and that the compara* 
tive quantity of fpirits difUUed is decreasing, and the importation 
and coniitmpti<m of Cpirits and other liquors have rapidly in* 

• Ssamehof the ftadunt of thU reveniie, as It tsattedin the ofiicisl reports; 
ttepends on eftimaies for which the data are not certain, and the drawbacks for that 
yeiruot being full^ afcertained, thcfe ftaicmcnii may not be perfeAly accurate; 
but, by the ofliclal ftatcments for tiie year endnig with June 1795, iheproducecC 
the excife on domePic fpiritsanioimis in dhom 140,000 dollars, for the year !79S, 
the expence of colieclin* amounted to more tlian 41,000 dollars, exclulive of the 
additional ex|)t:i-cc occadoiied by ii in the sccounling oftxf s of the treaftiry Hep?rt- 
tnent; ac^ding this, and including the expcuce ol new, tiiough unproductite 
diilri^ts Bnce erctfied. the whole expence of coUe£)ing caiuun be efiinuted at leia, 
than 45,000 dollars petaooum; talting this from 140,000 dollars* leaves 95,009 
dollaia to the reveaut ; but tMs being ftiU liable to drawbacks on the revenue for 
•sportadon* Hating that the expence of colleAion ia equal to half the nett proceeds 
Sf the leveaue nwilbe jimif new the truth* 
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creafed, fince the commencement of the excife on doihefttc 

fpirits;* 1 fay if thefe things arc true, it may foon be prc p^r 
fcr the Icgillatur^ to cnqu'; ? wlicther fo i"m«ill jlu ajnount ot re- 
venue is a fuffictent objecl: tor tlie employment of fuch ai-.um- 
ber of oiliccrsy and for occafiomngfo.much 4ifcontcnt in tho^e 
parts of the tmion, which are iiScteafin^ mod: ntj^idlf in pop«<*' 
lation. 

It is proper to examine whether even this fmall amount |pf 
revenue may not prove a fource of jcaloufy, and eventually 
alienate the aflFc£lion8 and confitlencc of one part o'f the citizens 
iioiu the other. It is no u:r:j.:\urr..\h\c conjechivc to fuppoij, 
that a crifis may happen in the cotu Ic ei human events, when 
this alienation may occaGon- very dif^grecable confcqucncc8< 
which by feafouable arrangements might be prevented. 

A riotous oppofition to die exctfc Jaw in one furvej has arret- 
fly coft tlie United States more money, than will probably be 
proiluc'-'d by that tax from the whol : Unirctl States, wLcii it 
has been tt'n ye n s in operation y and tiif ragh it is to be expccl<jd 
that the dilphiy of the power of government in enforcing fub- 
millicntothe laws in th,uinftancc may!ong prevent tlic iieccfiity 
rf another expedition I cither to protect the officers of government* 
or to punifh offenders againft its laws, yet it muft be acknow« 
Jetlged that thit tremendous and exrpen five remedy will not be 
adequate to prevent cvaiions of the law in fo witl^- an c^acnt of 
territory, where the prepoiieiucns ngaiuil it are general. If the 
levying an cxcife on this, and all oiher manufa£tu/es in the 
Countryf would produce a fu^ient revenue to prevent the 
tiecefTity of a dirc£k tax, it would afford a flrong argument to 
thofe who are oppofcd to dire£b taxes, in favour of c6ntinu«n^ 
and ext'-ndi>i:[ cxcifes *, but when it is difcovcred that fome of 
them, lor inllance the excife on fnuff, will not produce p'T- 
iiaps as much in a year as would pay the txpence of niaking the 

• By the cificial repoft. it 3p|)caTS thai fiom ibe year 1701, in w^h the excTfe 
On fpirits fr»a dniviefiif: mateiials commenced, till the ye^r 1794. the quatttitr ot 
tmported fplrlts iocreafed from i.bji.tq^ JuAlont, to sM'h3^9 gtUons. an Ih- 
4reafc of xtnrly two-fifths In the courfe of («ro yeais; itut that tUe iidpOitaYitnr Hi 
wtneii poncr and l>ect, has iucieaicd In H mueh |rcater propottlon. 
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J^w,and tint now, when a tax of 1,200,000 dollars appears to be 
ablolutely neceflary, the grcateft advooatecs for cxcifes cannot 
lay their hand on rubje£l8 for fuch taxes^ it is time to enquire 
vhether it is proper to perfifl: in that courfe of taxation » 

It* will not do for us to depend on railing efie^ire revenuet 
from excifes on manufa6lures, as fomc nations in Europe do* 
In tiiefc naUoub a great proportion of die wealth of the coun- 
'try is vcRetl in manufadlures, and from them their exrciis 
are proiluetd j but in our country, where manufactures are 
in their infancy^ and but a fmall amount of capital vetted in 
them, and where the inrealth of the inhabitants confids chief* 
iy in land and objc^ls of agricuhure, or is employed in a 
cornmLice wliich is fupportal by agriculture; land illclf wiik 
the Itock that is employed on it, and commerce, r.iiill be the 
dernier refort for cfEclcnt revenues* If any aid can be drawii 
from manufa£fcures, 1 fufpe^ it cannot be procured to an^ 
coniiderable extent in the mode of excifes. If this circum* 
Hunce had been feafonably adverted to, when the ftattf debts 
were afilijiiedj ike, by thofc v. ho are moH: obpLiniitcly oppulcd 
todirci^l taxes, fo great an amount of revenue would not have 
been neceirary *, but in the prefent iiate of our finances we 
cannot put off cHre£k taxes much longer, and when they come» 
as come they nmil, the writer will not avoid his (hare of the 
public burthens. If he lludied only his own hitereft, excifes 
woLiiu to hirn be the moil favourable mode of taxation, as tlitJ 
proportion, he would pry in that way, would be Ijmch icfii 
^laa would fall to his iliare by a direck tax. ' 



NOTE [A] p. 183. 

"^c afked Mr. ^I'F.irlane if he would permit the oface to 
^ kept in his houfc, if general Nevii ihouid be tlie o£icer } 
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Jbeaoforefcd* that if he was the officer^ he wat perlbnaQf lii^ 
•bnoxious to the people, that it would be mote prudeiit for 

Ixhn to keep it for fome time in Pittfburgh> where the garrifon 
w^s ; but that any perfon not equally obnoxious might open 
101 oiEce with iafety in acy part of the country. Ws did qqi^ 
loeatioa general Nevil's name to the PrefidenL 
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